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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

OF THE PROGRESS OF 

PHARMACY IN GREAT BRITAIN. 



At the period at which our history commences, Pharmacy was 
in the hands of the Physicians, who professed the healing art in 
all its branches, and prepared their medicines themselves, or 
superintended the preparation of them. The science of medi- 
cine was so little understood, and so imperfectly cultivated, that 
it was in general practised empirically, and was often confounded 
with sorcery and witchcraft. The Greek word, ^o/ifuucco, sig- 
nifies either to practise witchcraft or to use medicine, and this 
acceptation of the term was acted upon in our own country as 
late as the 16th century. Th^re were, therefore, persons of 
various classes, both men and Itvi^eii) who professed to cure 
disease, some by. incantationft'>^dfmrs,<«vho considered that by 
their genius they were *' cut: otaiiaikiL configurated for it ;*' and 
others, again, who had obtai^dr tf .luad^of traditional education 
from recognised Physicians»*-|iQ(lji^^L0<}herefore constituted the 
medical profession. -^f "•'•%^ 

But no laws existed for the* protection of the public from 
ignorant practitioners. Indeed, it was difficult to aiscriminate 
between the different degrees of ignorance which prevailed : so 
much so, that it was not uncommon for patients to be placed in 

Eublic thoroughfares, in the hope that some of the persons who 
appened to pass might be able to recommend a remedy from 
the result of their own experience, when afflicted with similar 
symptoms. The first act of parliament relating to the medical 
profession was passed in the year 151 1, and is entitled ^'An Act 
jfor the appointing of Physicians and Surgeons.'' 
The preamble is worded thus : 

* Torasmoch aa the science and ciuming of Fhysick and Surgery (to the 
perfect knowledge of which be requisite both great learning and ripe expe- 
rience) is daily within this realm exercised by a great multitude of ignorant 
persons, of whom the greater part have no manner of insight in the same, 
nor in any other kind of learning ; some also can read no letters on the 

* 3 Henry VUL, c 9. 
a2 
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book, 80 fkr forth that common artificers, as smiths, weayers, and women^ 
boldlj and accnstomablj take upon them great cures, and things of great 
difficulty, in the which they partly use sorcery and witchcraft, partly apply 
such medicines unto the disease as he very noxious, and nothing meet 
therefore, to the high displeasure of Grod, great infamy to the faculty, and 
the greyious hurt^ damage, and destructikai of many of the King's liege 
people ; most especially of them that cannot discern the uncunning from 
the cunning. Be it therefore (to the surety and comfort of all manner of 
people) by the authority of this present Parliament enacted. That no person 
within the city of XiOndon, nor within seyen miles of the same, take upon 
him to exercise and occupy as a Physician or Surgeon, except he be nrSt 
examined, approyed, and admitted by the Bishop of London, or by the 
Bean of St. Paul's, for the time being, calling to him or them four Doctors 
of Physic, and for Surgery, other expert persons in that faculty : and for 
the first examination sudi as they shall think conyenient, and afterward 
alway four of them that haye been so approyed, • ♦ » 

** That no person out of the said city and precinct of seyen mfles of the 
same, except he haye been (as is afores^d) approyed in the same, take 
upon him to exercise and occupy as a Physician or Surgeon, in any diocess, 
within this realm, but if he be first examined and approyed by the Bishop 
of the same diocess, or he being out of the diocess, by his yicar-genend : 
cither of them calling to them such expert persons in the said faculties, as 
their discretion shall think conyenient*. * • * • " 

By this act the faculty of medicine was vested in one body of 
practitioners, who practised Medicine, Surgery, and Pharmacy. 
The Physicians* assistants were styled Apothecaries, and they, 
gradually acquiring information respecting the properties of 
drugs, began to transact business on their own account. 

In the year 1518, Thomas Linacre, the Physician of Henry 
the Eighth, proposed the establishment of a College of Physictans, 
which was accomplished on the 23d of September of that yeir. 
The powers of this body were extended in the year 1540: the 
Physicians were exonerated from the necessity of attendance dn 
luries and parochial offices,t and were empowered to enter the 
bouses of Apothecaries in London, ** to search, view, and see 
the Apothecary-wares, drugs, and stufTs," and to destroy srcrch 
as they found corrupt or unfit for use. In the same year the 
Barbers and Surgeons were united into one company, but the 
Surgeons were prohibited from shaving, and the Barbers w«re 
restricted from performing any surgical operations, eic^pt 
drawing teeth. The Physicians, however, were allowed to prac- 
tise surgery. 

The Surgeons having abased their privileges, an act was 
passed, in the year 1542, of which the following is the substanee : 

Whereas in the Parliament holden at Westminster, in the third year of 
the King's Most Gracious Reign, amongst other things, for the «toWih^ of 
soiueries, witchcnifts, and other mconyenienoea, it was enacted,' Tha;^ no 
person within the City of London, nor within seven npolei^ of ^ same 

* Dr. Goodall's History of the College of Physicians. 

t The Surgeonffhad been exonerated fh>m these duties in the year 1515. 
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should take upon him to exercise and occupy as Fhjsician and Surgeon* 
except he be first examined, admitted, and approved by the Bishop of Lon- 
don, &c. * • : Sithence the making of which said Act, the Company and 
Fellowship of Surgeons of London, minding onely their owne lucres, and 
nothmg the profit or ease of the diseased or patient, have sued, troubled, and 
yexed divers honest persons, as well men as women, whom God hath 
endued with the knowledge of the nature, kind, and operation of certain 
herbs, roots, and waters, and the using and ministering of tbem, to such as 
have been pained with customable diseases, as women's breasts being sore, 
a pm and the web in the eye, uncomes of the hands, scaldings, burnings, 
sore mouths, the stone, stranguary, saucelin, and morphew, and such other 
like diseases. * * * And yet the said persons have not taken anything for 
their pains or cunning. * ♦ In consideration whereof, and for the ease, 
comfort, succour, help, relief, and health of the King's poor subjects, inha- 
bitants of this his realm, now pained or diseased, or that hereafter shall be 
pained or diseased. Be it ordained, &c, that at all time from henceforth it 
shall be lawfoU to every person being the King's subject, having knowledge 
and experience of the nature of herbs, roots, and waters, &c., to use and 
minister • ♦ according to their cunning, experience, and knowledge * * 
the aforesaid statute * * or any other act notwithstanding." 

This act. is understood to apply to the practice of medicine 
without remuneration, and accordingly it was not uncommon for 
.empirics to evade the law by pretending to practise gratuitously. 
This, however, was not always successful ; and Dr. GoodaU's^rif* 
tory of the Proceedings aaazTis^ Empirics (published in 1684) 
contains an account of numerous prosecutions^ in which the law 
was put in force in a summary manner. 

In the year 1552, Grig^ a poulterer, in Surrey. ^^ taken among 
the people for a prophet, in curing divers diseases by words and 
prayers, and saying he would take no money," was set on a 
spafibld in the town of Croydon, with a paper on his breast, 
declaring him to be an impostor. He was afterwards set on a 
..pillory in South wark. 

In the reign of Queen Mary, a great number of empirical 

. ijpapostors were prosecuted and punished, not only in London but 

ifi other parts of the country ; and during the reign of Queen 

' !]fli2(abeth, these prosecutions continued, the delinquents being 

. fined various sums from £5 to £20, and in many cases being 

imprisoned. Some of these quacks were patronised by persons 

of rank, who wrote to the President of the College on their 

bedajf. Sir Francis Walsing:ham, secretary of slate, interceded 

' ^on behalf of ^'Margaret Kennix, an outlandish ignorant sorry 

woman," but the College refused to remit the sentence (1581). 

, John Booffeat (1583) was liberated from prison on the interces- 

of a person of quality, upon condition that he would submit to 

any penalty the College might inflict, if he ever practised again. 

Paul Fairfax (1588) was prosecuted for cheating the people 

by puffing the pretended virtues of a water which he called 

r Aqua C^stis^ He was fined £5 and imprisoned, The Lord 
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Chamberlain addressed the Coljege on his behalf, but to u6 
purpose. 

Paul Buck (1593), having been imprisoned for illegal practice, 
obtained letters of recommendation from Sir Francis Walsing- 
ham, the Lord High Admiral Howard, and Lord Essex. 

John, Lumkifiy a surgeon (1593), being convicted of mala 
praxis on several patients, and being committed to iprisouy propter 
malam praxin^ et immodestas mores, obtained letters from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Dean of Rochester, and 
was released on bail. 

In the year 1552, the question was argued before the lord 
mayor, whether Surgeons might give inward medicines, and the 
president of the College of Physicians was summoned to give his 
opinion, in accordance with which, the lord mayor decided that 
it Was illegal for Surgeons to practise medicine. The College of 
Physicians issued a letter in 1595, prohibiting their interference 
with medical practice. 

The question was again tried in the cases of Read and Jenkins, 
in 1595, when the chief justice decided, 

^ That no Surgeon, as a Surgeon, might practise physic for any disease;*' 
^d that "no man, though never so learned a Physician or Doctour, mi^t 
practise in London, or within seven miles, without the college licence." 

In the year 1553, the College of Physicians obtained a new 
act *, in which their former powers f were confirmed and enlarged, 
and in which it is stated that << the four censors, or any three of 
them, shall have authority to examine, survey, govern, correct, 
and punish all and singular Physicians and practisers in the 
faculty of physic, Apothecaries, Druggists, Distillers, and sellers 
of waters and oils, and preparers of chemical medicines,'' 
'* according as the nature of his or their offences may seem to 
require. ** 

In 1602, Francis Anthony was fined several times and im- 
prisoned, for persisting in the administration of his Aurum 
Potabile, with which he occasioned the death of many patients. 

Br, Alexander Leighton (1627) was interdicted from practice, 
bemg found unqualified, on examination by the president and 
censors ; he persisted in practice, was arrested, and censured in 
'the Star ehamber and lost his ears. Ellin Rix undertook to 
cure a boy of consumption in fourteen days for £3. •* She gaVe 
him purging drinks once a day for seven days together, and 
twice a day for 14 days more," The boy died a fortnight after. 
She was fined £5 and imprisoned 14 days. 

Mr. Briscoe, an apothecary, (1634) appeared before the presi- 
dent and censors, being accused of ** falsifying a bill,** having 

• 1 Mary, c. 9. t 32 Henry VIII., c. 40 (1540). 
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administered 2 drachms of troch, alkakengi cum opio instead of 
troch, gordoniij as prescribed by Dr. Johnson, without asking^the 
Doctor's opinion, for which offence he was fined 5 marques and 
expelled the company. 

It is uncertain at what period the Physicians gave up the prac- 
tice of preparing their own medicines ; we are informed, in a work 
entitled " Shmrt Answers to Tentamen Medicinale* (1704). 

'* 'Tis very wt;!! known there was no such thing as a Company of Apothe^ 
caries in the beginning of King James the First's reign, but what drugs and 
medicines were then in use, were sold in common by the grocers ; and as 
for the preparing and compounding of them, that the Physicians principally 
took care of themselves. But this growing too serrile and laborious a busi- 
neas, and no other means being likely to be found out for easing themselves 
pf it, but by lopping off a considerable number of grocers who had mostly 
been brought up that way, and constituting them a company by themselves, 
wholly to be employed in the business of pharmacy, in selling of drugs and 
preparing and compounding of medicines, according to the Physicians' orders 
and directions ; in order to this they obtained a charter for them to that 
number uf a hundred and fourteen." 

This number coincides with the number of Physicians who 
were then in practice in London. 

The Apothecaries (who had been incorporated with the 
Grocers into one company in the year 1606) were separated, 
and obtained the charter above mentioned in 1617. It was 
enacted at the same time that no grocer should keep an 
Apothecary's shop, and that no Surgeon should sell medicines. 
The power of searching the shops of Apothecaries within sevea 
miles of London, and examining their drugs, was also vested in 
the chartered body. 

Soon after the Apothecaries were formed into a Society, they 
took into their serious consideration the frauds and artifices 
practised by the Grocers and Druggists from whom they obtained 
their drugs; and in order to remedy this evil, they established a 
dispensary in the year 1623, for the purpose of making some of 
the most important preparations for the use of their own members. 
This institution was placed under the inspection and superintend- 
e^nce of a Committee of Apothecaries, and was conducted, in the 
first instance, on a small scale, being confined to the manufac- 
ture of a limited number of preparations. 

The first Pharmacopoeia was published by the College of 
Physicians in the year 1618. This was the first step towards 
reducing the processes of Pharmacy to a regular standard for 
the guidance of dispensers of medicine. It was, however, a very 
imperfect production. Subsequent editions have been published 
by the college in 1621, 1632, 1639, 1650, 1677, 1721, 1746, 
.1788. 1809, 1815, 1824, and 1836. 

The medicinal compounds formerly employed were chiefly 
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( em pSficei nostrums, or heterogeneous mixtures of substances, 
some of which neutralized others, and which were selected without 
anj reference to scientific principles. One of the most striinng 
instances of this practice is to be found in the Mithridate, which 
was a compound of seventy-two ingredients; and in looking 
over the ancient works on Pharmacy, a great variety of ridicul- 
ous formulse present the same peculiarity. The science of Che- 
mistry was so little advanced, that the real composition *^of 
ordinary remedies was seldom understood^ and in many cases 
different virtues were attributed to the same substance, accord- 
ing to the source from whence it was obtained. Thus crab's 
eyes, prepared pearls, oystershells, and burnt hartshorn, were 
severally recommended as specifics in certain cases, the qualities 
of these remedies being supposed to be essentially di^rent. 
Snails, vipers, the urine of men and animals, calculous concre- 
tions, various portions of criminals, as the thigh bone of a hanged 
man, and many other equally absurd remedies, were extolled as 
specifics for a variety of disorders. 

Culpeper, in his translation of the Pharmacopoeia (1653), 
lidicules the catalogue of remedies derived from the animal 
kingdom, which were at that time enumerated in the Pharmaco- 
poeia of the college. The following is a portion of a list which 
will serve as a specimen, with Culpeper's remarks in parentheses. 

*' JTie fat, grease, or auet of a duck, goose, eel, bore, heron, {kgrnaBos (if you 
know where to get it), dog, capon, bever, wild cat, stork, hedgehog, hen, man, 
fyon, hare, kite, or jack (if they have any fat, I am pursuaded *tis worth 
twelve-pence the grain), wolf, mouse of the mountains (If yon can catch 
them), pardal, hog, serpent, badger, bear, fox, vnltur (if you can catch 
thexn),a/6tim GrtBcum, east and west benzoar, stone taken out of a man*s bhider, 
viper^s flesh, the brain of hares and sparrows, the rennet of a hmb^ kid, hare, 
and a calf and a horse too (quoth the colledg.) [They should have put the 
rennet of an ass to make medicine for their addle brains.] The excremeM 
of a goose, of a dog, of a goat, ofpidgeons, of a stone horse, of moaUows, of men, 
of women, of mice, of peacocks^* ^c, (fc* 

Although Culpeper abuses the college for inserting this abeurd 
catalogue of remedies in their Pharmacopoeia, he is not free from 
superstition himself, as he tells us, that '* Bees being burnt to 
ashes, and a ly made with the ashes trimly decks a bald head, 
being washed with it." He also extols snails, as a cure for con- 
sumption, but blames the college for directing the slime to be 
separated from them .with salt or bran before they are used, and 
supports his opinion by saying, that *' Man being made of the 
slime of the earthy the slimy substance recovers him when he is 
wasted." 

In 4esc|ibing verbenct be says» ** It is hot and dry, a great 
opener, clean^r^^t^ healer^ }t helps the .yellowjaundiee, defects 
in the reiHs. and l>iadder, mi pains in the h^ad, if it be but 
bruised and Jhudg.ftl^at the neck.** 
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Of foammoBj, he says, '^ Scammonyj or diagridiumj caAt itbj 
which name yon |>lea8e, is a desperate purge, hartfol to thebody 
by reason of its lieat, windiness, corroding or knawtn^, wad 
violence of working. I should advise ray country to let itaione ; 
'twill gnaw their bodyes as fast as doctors gnaw their purses*^ 

Oalpeper says, that ** The head of a cole- black cat being* burnt 
tD.^8he8 in a new pot, and some of the ashes blown into the eye 
every day, helps such as have a skin growing over their sight. 
If there happen any inflammation^ moisten an oak leaf in water 
and lay it over the eye." 

The compoupd waters, syrups, electuaries, and other prepara- 
tions used at that time contain a vast number of herbs, flowers, 
juices, roots, &c., which are now obsolete, being found to be 
quite inert, and the properties ascribed to these remedies had 
reference, in many instances, to superstitious notions whicli be- 
longed to the age* Culpeper, in the titie*page of his Pharina- 
oopoeia, styles himself *' Nich. Culpeper , Oeni.f Student in 
Physick and Astrology" and in reading the work it is difficult 
to determine which science preponderates. '^ 

Notwithstanding the superstitious prejudices which prevail 
in the work, we see neverthele^ in maay passages an evidence 
of a close observance of nature, and just reasoning ; for instance, 
in the translator's preface, we are told that '' The time to gather 
all roots is before the herbs run up to seed." '* Herbs are to be 
gathered when they are fullest of juice, which is before they run 
up to seed : and if you gather them in a hot sunshine day, they 
will not be so subject to putrifie. The best way to dry them is 
in the sun, according to Dr. Reason, though not according to 
Dr. Tradition. Let flowers be gathered when they are in their 
prime, in a sunshine day, and dried in the sun. Let the seeds 
be perfectly ripe before they are gathered." 

** In boy Hug syrups," Culpeper says, '^ have a great care of 
their just consistence, for if you boyl them too much they will 
candy, if too little, they will sour." 

The Materia Medica was divided into two classes, Chymacals 
and Galenicals. The '' Chymical Medicins" were of mineral 
origin, and prepared by fire ; the Galenicals comprised the herbs, 
roots, and other vegetable or annual subst«inces. The trade- in 
these articles was also distinct, and Chymists are alluded to in 
works of the date now under consideratfon, as being a class' of 
men who prepared these mineral compounds for the use of die 
Apothecaries. 

The Triumphant Chariot of Antimony, 4)y Baail Valen- 
tine, a work published in 1678^ contains a curious account of 
that metal, with a great variety of processes for reducing it into 
a proper state for medicinal use. **This Xifilockm^ tod pre- 
paring of mineral antimony," the author observes, ** is performed 
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by divers methods and ways, by the disposure and governance 
of the fire, with manifold labour of the hands, whence proceeds 
the operation, virtue, power, and colour of the medicine itself/' 

Antimony had hitherto been considered a poison, destitute of 
any utility, and was generally denounced by the profession ; but 
Bazil Valentine undertook to prove that it is '^ more than any 
one simple of nature able to subdue and expel infinite diseases^" 
He says, ** The life of no one man is sufficient for him to learn 
all the mysteries thereof;" and that '^ when it is rightly prepared, 
its medicinal virtue consumes all noxious humouvs, purifies the 
blood in the highest degree, and performs all that may be ejected 
by aurum potabileJ' 

In tracing the origin of customs which are involved in the m&st 
of antiquity^ we are sometimes enabled to draw inferences, in 
cases where there is no very definite record of facts. In this 
respect, the following extracts from a pamphlet, published in the 
year 1671, entitled ^* The Wisdom of the Nation is Foolishness," 
serve to throw some light upon the subject. 

*' Dr. Merret, a collegiate physician of Londpn, and a 'practiser thirty 
years with Apothecaries, gives this account of them in his book lately put 
forth (page 8) : They use inediclnes^ quite contrary to the prescriptions — 
myrtle leaves for senna, &c. * * They falsify the grand compositions 
of the London Dispensatory • • (page 9). *Ti8 very common for 
them to load medicines with honey, and other cheaper ingredients, and to 
leave out in whole or in part those of greater value * * Such Cny mists 
which sell preparations honestly made, complain that few Apothecaries will 
go to the price of them * * All the drugs imported into England 
sooner or later are sold or made into medicines, although they have lain bv 
years, with the Merchant, D ruocist, and ApoTHacARir, before they are used. 

Chemists are alluded to in a quaint poem, published in the 
year 1680, of which one stanza will serve as a specimen : 

" 'Mongst all professions in the town, 

Held most in renown. 

From th' sword to the gown, 
The upstart Chymist rules the roast ; 

For he with his pill, 

Does ev'n what he will , 

Employing his skill 

Good subjects to kill, 
That he of his dangerous art may boast. 
O 'tis the Chymist, that man of the fire, 

Who, by his black art. 

Does soul and body part ; 

He smokes us, and choaks us, 
And leaves us like Dun in the mire." 

The following is an extract from an advertisement published 

in the year 1686 : 

"GAZA CHYMICA. 

*• A magazine or storehouse of choice chyniical medicines, faithfully pre- 
pared in my laboratory, at the sign of Hermes Trismegistus, in Watlin Street, 
London — by me, George Wilson, Philo-Chym." 
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A hoase and shop, with a laboratory, were built on the Bedford 
estate, in the year 1706, by Ambrose Godfrey Hanckwitz, who 
had carried on business as a chymist in the neighbourhood since 
1680. He was a maker of phosphorus and other chymicals, which 
were rare at that period, and which he sold in different parts of 
the country during his travels. His laboratory was a fashionable 
resort in the afternoon, on certain occasions, when he performed 
popular experiments for the amusement of his friends. It opened 
with glass-doors into a garden, which extended as far as the 
Strand, but which is now built upon. Four curious old prints 
of the laboratory in its former state, are in the possession of its 
present proprietors, Messrs. Godfrey and Cooke, of Southampton 
Street, Co vent Garden, also a portrait of Ambrose Godfrey 
Hanckwitz, engraved by George Vertue (1718), which he distri- 
buted among his customers as a keepsake. 

The merchants and druggists, being a section of the grocer's 
company, merely sold articles in the raw or unprepared state, 
and the Chemists (who were not incorporated) took upon 
themselves the duty of preparing those medicines which 
required the aid of fire, and which were chiefly, if not en- 
tirely, minerals, earths, or preparations of the metals ; and it is 
probable that the class alluded to derived their origin from the 
alchymists. It is unnecessary here to enter fully into the history 
of the alchymists, which would lead us into a series of details too 
voluminous for our present purpose. We need only observe, that 
their lives were devoted to the most persevering and laborious 
researches, undertaken in the hope of discovering an imaginary 
treasure, the elixir vitcB or philosophers stone y from which they 
expected to obtain the power of transmutii»g the baser metals 
into gold, and also to prolong life. 

M. Dumas gives the following as the process recommended by 
Raymond LuUe, who was born in 1235: 

** To make the elixir of the sages, or (he philosopher's stone (and by this 
word stone the alchemists did not mean literally a stone, but a certain com- 
pound having the power of multiplying gold, and to which they almost 
always attributed a red colour), to make the elixir of the sages, take the mer- 
cury of philosophers (lead), calcine it until it is transformed into a green lion 
(massicot) ; after it has undergone this change, calcine it again, until it be- 
comes a red Hon (minium). Ldgest in a sand-bath this red lion with €u:id 
spirit of grapes (vinegar), evaporate this product, and the mercury will be 
converted into a kind of gum (acetate of lead) which may be cut with a 
knife: put this gummy matter into a luted cucurbit and distil it with heat. 
You will obtain an insipid phlegm, then spirit, and red drops. Cymmerian 
shades will cover the cucurbit with their sombre veil, and you wiU find in 
the interior a true dragon, for he eats his tail (i. c. the distilled liquor dis- 
solves the residuum). Take this black dragon, break him on a stone, and 
touch him with red charcoal: he will bum, and assuming a glorious yellow 
colour, he will reproduce the green lion. Make him swallow his tail and 
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Ht this product again. Laaflyv leotiQr carefiiifiy and yoil wi]I'ieB.BpptHr 
bvrntna water (pyro-aoetic spirit) and hituuiah blood/* * 

This substance, called by the alchymist human bloody is a red- 
dish-brown oil| which is formed during the distillation of the acetic 
acid iq the above process. This oil has the property of precipi- 
tating gold, in the metallic state, from solutions containing that 
metal; which property probably gave rise to an idea that it pos- 
sessed the virtues which were so much desired* It wants, how- 
ever, one very important property ; namely, that of precipitating 
gold when there is none of that metal in the solution. 

The Society of Apothecaries, which was formed in 1617, con- 
tinued to prosper; and in the year 1671, they added a Chemical 
Laboratory to the Dispensary, which had been instituted in 1623. 
This was done by subscription, and the object contemplated in 
it was the preparation of chemicals for the use of the sub- 
scribers. It had been found no less difficult to obtain this class 
of substances in a state of purity, than the ordinary drugs 
which were sold by the Merchants and Grocers, and by thus 
uniting in one establishment the preparations of *' Chemicals" 
and " Galenicals," the Apothecaries opened out a new field of 
research to the members of their body, from which important 
results have arisen. The institution was, in the first instance, 
conducted on a small scale, commensurate with the limited 
means and the purpose for which it was designed ; but the supe- 
rior quality of the articles prepared by this Company of Apothe- 
caries, led to an application (in 1682) on the part of other 
persons for a participation in the advantage. 

We are not informed how soon this request was complied 
with* but within a few years the Company became a trading 
body, and supplied any customers who came in their way. 

. About this period, Prince George of Denmark, the Lord 
High Admiral, contracted with the Company to furnish the 
Royal Navy with Drugs and Chemicals ; and the increase in the 
4emand rendered a considerable extension of premises and appa- 
ratus necessary, which was done by fresh subscriptions of large 
amount. By this means, the establishment became converted 
into a wholesale drug warehouse and manufactory, and although 
the original subscribers did not at first realize much if any pecu- 
niary £ulvautage, they laid the foundation for a very lucrative 
concern. 

Bate's Dispensatory, or, as it is usually termed, 'the Pharmcaso- 
pceia Bateanay was published in 1691. It is arranged in three 

* Legohs sttr h Phihsophte Chimiqtte. Par M. Dumsji, 1837. For an 
outline of the History of ttie Alchemy aad the Alchemists, see Histoire di la 
C^imie depuU lea temps ks plus recuUs jusqu*a notre Spoque, Far Le Dr. Ferd 
Hdefer. Tome Brenuer/l 842. 



divisions: L Compound Ghymick Internals; 2. Comikiiitid 
Galen ick Internals ; 3. Compoand Externals. This work is 
curious on account of the mixture which it displays of laborious 
research and superstitious ignorance peculiar to the age. 

In Quincey's *' New Dispensatory," which enjoyed great 
celebrity, a different arrangement is adopted ; the preparations 
being generally classified according to their effects, and the 
author enters at some length into the subject of therapeutics. 
The tenth edition was published in 1 736. 

In the year 1694, Apothecaries were exempted from serving 
the offices of constable, scavenger, and other parish duties, and 
from attendance on juries. By this time we are informed that 
their number had increased from 114 to nearly 1000. They had 
become a very influential body ; and by practising medicine as 
well as Pharmacy, they excited the jealousy of the Physicians, who 
suffered materially from this encroachment, and endeavoured to 
reduce their rivals to their original condition, of grocers or 
vendors of drugs. The contest rose to a great height ; on one 
side it was alleged that the improvement which had taken place 
among the Apothecaries was a great benefit to the public* and 
that the Physicians, by endeavouring to restrain them, were 
undoing what the labour of their predecessors had accomplished ; 
while the other party animadverted on the extortionate charges 
of the Apothecaries, and the loss which the public sustained in 
being deprived of the advantage of the best advice in many cases, 
for which it was impossible to pay both the Physician and the 
Apothecary. 

The evil was felt especially by the poor, and in order to meet the 
emergency, some of the Physicians united together in the esta- 
blishment of dispensaries, where they supplied medicines on 
reasonable terms, employing assistants to dispense them under 
their own superintendence. 

The follox^ ing is a copy of an instrument subscribed by the 
•president. Censors, most of the Elects, Senior Fellows, Candi« 
d^tes, &C.9 of the College of Physicians, in relation to the sick 
poor: — ' 

'' Whereu the several orders of the Cdlege of Physicians* LondoD, for 
prescribing medicinesgratis to the poor sick of the cities of London and West- 
^ Minster, and parts adjacent, as also tbe proposals mad^ by the said College 
to the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and Common Council of Lofndon, 
onK>p9r«f]«(ilc(iil(bejiBof, bate bifcbisniQ bcaen^inefif ct«i«lt f^rtbM no gnetbod bath 
i^r)^epiR f^iH^jw to furnish tl|e poor with medicines at low and reasonable rates : 
"wejt_iTjere fore, whose names are hereunder written, Fellows orMemberaof 
^,j^tl]ie'i|aidX2olieg|e, being. willing effectually to promote sa great a cbari^, by 
J^^ the counsel aqd j:ood liking of the President and College, declared in their 
^iCpmijtiak'tiereby (to wit..eacli of us severally aiid apart, and not the one 
'ifo'r the other of lis) do oblige ourselves to pay to pr. Thomas BurwclT^ fel- 
low and £lect of the said College, the sum or Ten l^ounds a-pt)ece Of ^V^fni 
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montj of England, by such proportionsj and at such times, as to ths s^jor 
part of the Subscribers here shall seem most convenient : which money 
when received by the said Dr. Thomas Burwell, is to be by him expended in 
preparing and delivering medicines to the poor at their intrinsic value, is 
such manner, and at such times, and by aueh Oiders and difectiow, aa by the 
major part of the Subscribers hereto in writing shall be heyeaDter appointed 
and directed for that purpose. In witness whereof we have hereunto aet our 
hands and seals, this twenty-second day of December, 1696." 

This document was published with fifty-three signatures and 
the following note : — 

" The design of printing the Subscribers' names is to show, that the late 
undertaking has the sanction of a College act : and that it is not a project 
carried on by five or six Members, as those that oppose it would unjustly 
insinuate.'* 

Three dispensaries were established, one at the Physicians' 
college in Warwick Lane ; another in St. Martin's Lane> West- 
minster ; and a third in St. Peter's Alley, Cornhill. They came 
into operation about the beginning of February, 1697, and were 
soon very generally resorted to for the preparation of Physicians' 
prescriptions, or '' bills," as they were then termed^ and also for 
the sale of medicines by retail. 

The establishment of these institutions gave great offence to 
the Apothecaries, whose feelings on the occasion are thus ex- 
pressed in the words of Garth, in his '* Dispensary" :— 

** Our manufactures now the Doctors sell. 

And their intrinsick ralue meanly tell ; 

Nay, they discover too (their spite is such) 

That health, than crowns more valued, costs not much ; 

Whilst we must shape our conduct by these rules. 

To cheat as tradesmen, or to starve as fools." 

A violent contest arose, and pamphlets were publisbed on both 

sides of the question. It was asserted by the Apothecaries, that 

the assistants employed at the dispensaries were unqualified — 

that the drugs were of bad quality, and the management in other 

respects defective. As a contrast to these abuses, the education 

and usefulness of the Apothecaries were insisted on in terms like 

the following :— 

" Every Apothecary has eight years in his apprenticeship, by his own ob- 
servation, to acquaint himself with drugs and plants, by the frequent use of 
them in the shops, besides often visiting the markets and pbjrsic-gardens ; 
and several set days in the summer, the Company have to go into the coun« 
try, on purpose to make acquaintance with all the vegetable tribes, the seniors, 
and more experienced, instructing the juniors. Then there is an elaboratory 
at their hall, open to all the Company, where they may see all the necessary 
processes of the chemical preparations, by which the dilSsrent natures, &c*, 
of bodies are laid open." 

The following are the " reasons " which the Physicians gave 
*^for sending their wealthy patients^ as well as the poor, to the 
dispensaries for their medicines :** 

" First. Because the Physicians, prescribing for them, were assured^ that 
the medicines there were undoubtedly the best. 
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Sleeondly. B«riim« otMiy exeelUBC ifunedieB are there depoeiled, wbAeh 
hvfw Mirer yet bewi tarMtod in tbe Apotfaecftries' sbops. 

** Tlufdiy. Becaofle the Pbysieian was not obliged to prostitute bis bonoar 
aad OHiseieace by oTerloadiog bis patient, to oblige a craTing Apotfaeeary^ 
or ruB the risk of being undermined in his reputation by slanderous sugges- 
tions, for not submitting to be tbe Apothecanes' nnder-pickpocliet. 

" Lastly. Beeattse be conld serve bis patient, quantity for quantity, and 
quality for quality, fifleen sbillings in tbe pound cheaper than anywhere 
else : which is a tlirift the greatest man that does not lore to be cheated 
need not be ashamed of." 

Id corroboration of tbe justice of these allegations, with refer- 
ence to tbe cbarges of Apothecaries, and ibe quantity of medicine 
they administered, an instance is quoted in tbe pamphlet above 
mentioned (** The Wisdom of the Nation is Foolishness*')^ and 
some of the items are enumerated. 

" Apothecary's bil] for attending Mr. Dalby, of Ludgate Hill, five days, 
total amount, j£l7 2s. lOd" 

Tbe following are tbe items of medicines for one day : 



Angfut i^tk. 


f. 


d. 




<. 


d. 


An emulsion 


. 4 


6 


Another bolus . 


S 


6 


A mucilage 


. 3 


4 


Another draught . 


2 


4 


Gelly of hartshorn . 


. 4 





A glass of cordial spirits 


3 


6 


Phtfter to dress blister . 


. 1 





Blistering plaster to tbe arms 


6 





An emollient gMster 


. 2 


6 


The same to the wrists 


5 





An ivory pipe armed . 


. 1 





Two boluses again • 


5 





A cordial bolus . 


. 2 


6 


Two draughts again 


4 


8 


The same again . 


. 2 


6 


Another emulsion 


4 


6 


A cordial draught . 


. « 


4 


Another pearl julep • 


4 


6" 


The same again 


. 2 


4 









This is quoted, not as an isolated case, but as an illustration 
of tbe practice of Apotbecaries when attending patients of tbe 
higher classes. 

Dr. Pitt, in a book entitled " The Craft and Frauds of Phy- 
sic exposed'* (1703) states, 

'' The Dispensary at the CoUege, where all the preparations are made, and 
distributed to Its now two branches, in St Martin's Laney WestmiTister^ 
and St Peter's Alley, in ComhiU, may probably make up yearly twenty 
thoosand prescriptions. The doses of the electuaries, juleps, pills, &c. one 
with the other, may be about a penny a pieoe, though every the most useful 
drug, though of the highest prices, is in every composition. There never 
was, or ever will be, the least profit, beyond the necessaiy expense of 
servants, &c." 

Dr. Pitt observes, in bis preface, tbat when the abuses in the 
profession are complained of, 

" The old usually answer, that they are ashamed to own the villainy of 
their long former bSls, by reforming thehr practice now. Others tell you 
that they'll leave physio as they found it, aad not give themselves the 
trouble to treat the sick more faithfully. There are of the confederates 
who have said, that their scandalous profession would not last above four 
years, being every day more and more suspected, that they must make 
haste by venturing lai^ly, to secure something by that time. 

'*But the affair is now laid clearly before you : in your judgment of it, 
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voo ate ootcanaUe of any error ctrfiOlacir. Xan tm hyih^pjf»0^^ 

I)wpenaaiy,^ch are the just prices of the best medidaea of th« ahiy. 
Youxnay observe by their practice aod mae certain sucoesa^ that two4)r 
three medidnes every day, at the value of as many shiUinga, (meecm 
those diseases, which the more numerous aggravate to the death e£ t^ 
patient in all the difficult and dangerous cases. You may conclude fiwoa tlw 
whole, that this is the greatest instance and degree of madness, to re^ on 
any advice, when the fee is procured by the multitude of medicines obtruded 
«n all the diseases in all the oonstitutioas. 

•* We know an Apothecary who over night appointed his servant ta joam 
ready twenty boles out of one pot, and twenty draughts out of one gla^. 
These he conveyed to his customers the next morning, to the old and young, 
to the male and female, without distinction, and promised anew Mpiklyi& 
the afternoon." 

Another argument advanced by Dr. Pitt in favoar of the Dfe- 
penaaries is this : 

" When the Apothecary deserts hia station, is always abroad, and leaves 
the compounding part to his young unexperienced appr^lioe, who camiott 
avoid sometimes misusing one thing for another, by which errotB very 
many are known to have lost their lives, you wiU allow that the people and 
the Coflege shall reasonably provide for the safety of themselves and their 
patients/* 

Dr. Pitt exposes the absurd notions which at that time pre- 
vailed respecting the supposed virtues of many inert substances ; 
as, for instance, the Bezoar stone, which, he says, " has held its 
name and reputation almost sacred with us, though exploded 
long since in almost all other parts of Europe." 

His observations on the " Chymical medicins' would almost 
apply to the homoeopathic doses now in fashion. 

" Their uses are very considerable to amuse the minds of the people 
with an assured expectation of releif from the magnif/d pretended powjars 
of the preparations by fire • against all the feebleness of the spirits, and the 
Ust ^S^g coldnL of dX^ And their titles are je^.^f^^ 
keep up the faMacy of the deamess of medians : evwry chymical gram ^ 
drop are the bezoax and the pearl, to deceiv the people mto anopwwn.ff 

*^^%e OTofession haa sunk into the craft of deceiving and amustag and 
making profit by new medicmes, or preparations brought mto^Woti, and 
S^ esteemed, aa iMig aa the mode of crymg them 1^ shatt lart. 

These assertions of Dr. Pitt, and other allegaUons of a simitar 
nature against the Apothecaries, were answered by an Apothe- 
cary in a small work above alluded to, entitled Tentam^k 
Medicinale, or an Enquiry into the Differences between DiS- 
PENSARiANS a/Mf Apothec ABIES, wherein the latter are proved 
capable of a skilful composition of Medicines, and a rational 
pfactice of Physick, to which are added some P&oPOSAts to pre- 
vent tleir future increase. (1704). 1 - . » i 
Among othei argmn eota, it is said, that ' ■' 

♦ aomoeo^atliically^or. " fire" read •* firiction in a mortar.** See p, U. 
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^~ "^'^TOfel^ji^ans* dltections in their bills, or dispensatory, are not' sufll- 
dfiirt to instruct any one in the true composition of medicines "there p^e- 
*«cribed, tmless he first be thoroughly acquainted with the nature and 
^tmlitys of shnple bodys, and quSify'd with most parts of knowled^ 
neoessarf to one as a Fhysidsn. Prom whence it may justly be inferSa, 
-that he who is acoomptished for a good Apothecary, is upon the borders df 
making a good Physician." 

In answer to the four " Reasons " above quoted, in favour ^ 
'the Dispensaries, it is stated, that it is absurd to suppose that the 
Phj^sicians can make their medicines better than the Apothecaries, 
siBce tbey devote so much less time to this pursuit ; that *' when 
a Physician has got a guinea for his visit, it seldom much concerM 
hiiL honottr or conscience, how the Apothecary shall get ashiHing 
for his medicines ;'' and that the assertions respecting the sophis- 
.tication of drugs by Apothecaries, are unjust and unfounded 
exaggerations. 

The plan for preventing the further increase of Apothecaries, 
consisted in the institution of a strict examination of apprentices 
in Latin and Greek, public lectures at the hall, instruction in 
practical Pharmacy, and an examination at the close of appren- 
ticeship, prior to the granting of a licence to practise as an 
Apothecary. 

In another pamphlet, entitled " TTie Necessity a7id Usefulness 
o^^Ae Dispensaries, lately set up by the College of Physicians 
in London, for the use of the Sick Poor, together with an An- 
swer to all the objections raised against them by the Apothe- 
caries, or others" (1702), it is stated, that the Physicians were 
-obliged to send their wealthy patients to the dispensaries in self- 
defence, because the Apothecaries entered into a combination to 
'-denounce ail those who had subscribed to those institutions, and 
Teeoromend others in their stead ; that they purposely sent ** WU 
prepar'd medecins," in order **to make the patients question 
.the Physicians' skill,'' and that they sometimes continued \o keep 
: patients in their own hands, even when labouring under danger- 
ous disiMKi«rg; and that, therefore, they required some check. 
It is also said, that the patients complained of the dearness of 
medicines sold by Apothecaries ; as, for instance, when an ounce 
of a powder, value less than a shilling, was ordered in half 
drachm doaes, ** yet the Apothecary, by officiously dividing it 
. into sixteen papers, would make 3s. of it, viz. 6d. a paper/' An- 
other facj is mentioned, namely, that some " persons of condition" 
attended the dispensaries in for md pauper um^ and thus imposed 
upon the Physicians. (In this respect human nature still displays 
the same peculiarities, aa we hear occasionally of patients leaving 
their carriages round the corner, while they call for the advice of 
a Physician who prescribes gratis). 
The author bf the above pamphlet answers the argument ** that 
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Physicians ought not to sell physic^ hut only to presorihe it/' hy 
saying) ** that Apothecaries ought not to giro advice hut only to 
sell medecines/' 

Among the conflicting statements puhlished on the subjeot of 
this controversy, it is not easy to arrive at the truth» but we may 
infer the prevalence of considerable exaggeration on both sides. 
It is clear, however, that the dispensaries prospered and enjoyed 
the patronage of the public ; and we have reason to believe tka^ 
the Assistants employed and instructed by the Physicians at 
these institutions, became dispensing Chemists on their own ac- 
count ; and that some of the Apothecaries, who found their craft 
in danger, followed the example : from which source we may 
date the origin of the Chemists and Druggists. 

It was not likely that the College of Physicians, or a section 
of the college, would for any length of time continue to conduct 
or superintend shops of this description. They had commenced 
the undertaking from the double motive of enabling the public 
to obtain drugs at a reasonable rate, and at the same time of gain- 
ing for themselves an advantage over the Apothecaries, who had 
become formidable rivals. Having succeeded in these objects, and 
a class of men having been raised up to perform the drudgery of 
the business, it might naturally be expected that they would be 
glad to be relieved from any further mercantile responsibility; and 
that the parties whom they had employed as dispensers would be 
no less anxious to assume the position of masters. 

In the year 1723, the College of Physicians was again em- 
powered by Act of Parliament * to visit and examine the shops 
of Apothecaries, attended by the Master and Wardens of the 
company of Grocers, or one of them. 

This Act was entitled, '' An Act/or the better wwing^ eearch* 
ing, and examining aU Drugs^ Medicines^ JVatera^ Oils, CamfO" 
eitionsy ttsed or to be ttsedfor Medicines^ in all Ftacea where the 
same shall be exposed to Sale^ or heptfor that Purpose^ wiMm the 
Cittf of London^ and suburbs thereof y or within seven miles eiremk 
of the said city, ^^ 

Some of the circumstances relating to this Act are rather ouri* 
ous. James Goodwin, a chemist and apothecary, whose businesi 
had for many years been extensive, made overtures, in the year 
1721, to the Royal African Company, to supply them with dnigis. 
Two apothecaries (Markham, of Paternoster Row, and Matthews^ 
of the Poultry), who had been in the habit of supplying the so* 
ciety, by the recommendation of Dr. Levit, applied to the doctor 
to assist them in opposing this inroad on their privilege. Dr. 
Levit, therefore, ^' undertook to destroy Goodwin, and to prore, 
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that he was an i^orant, illiterate person ; and that he neither 
knew a drug when he saw it, nor what drugs were put into a 
composition." But Groodwin being summoned before the oora« 
pany, so fully proved the doctor's ignorance and his own integrity, 
that he obtained the order for the supply of drugs. On this, Dr. 
Levit and the Apothecaries vowed vengeance, and excited other 
Physicians to unite with them in applying for an Act of Parlia- 
ment, conferring upon them additional powers in searching shops* 
Among other Physicians, Dr. Shadwell joined with much spirit 
in this enterprize, having taken offence at Goodwin for applying 
to him for the payment of a debt due lor medicines. 

On the 10th of June, 1724 (after the Act had passed), Dr. 
Arbuthnoty Dr. Bale, and Dr. Plumtree, called at the shop of 
Goodwin, and having ascertained that he was not at home, they 
commenced the destruction of his goods, turning out one drug 
after another, and burning them in the street. Having found a 
parcel of old plasters and other things, which had returned from 
a voyage, in a chest sent to be re-filled, these they sealed up, 
and sent to the college. They then went to another shop, be- 
longing to Goodwin, in Charles Street, Westminster, and con-> 
demned every article which came into their hands. On the 13th, 
14th, 15th, and 16th of June, paragraphs were inserted in several 
public papers, of which the following is a copy : 

*' On Wednesday last, the four Censors of the Cotkge of PAynctan^, and 
the two Wardens of the Apo^iecaries^ Compaoyj visited several CfwrnistSf 
DrugpistSy and ApoAecaries shops, pnrsaant to the authority granted them 
liyaiate Act of Parliament, and we hear they humt seyenl drugs rad 
oiher things in the Medidual Faculty, before the doors of Mr. Groodwin, chy- 
mlst, facing the Haymarket, the comer oiPdU Mali,*' &c. 

It is stated as a remarkable circumstance, that Goodwin was 
the only person whose drugs were condemned on this occasion, 
although he, being in a large way of business, was in the habit of 
supplying many other Druggists and Apothecaries with a great 
proportion of their stock : in some articles he had introduced 
considerable improvements, which gave him the advantage of a 
very extensive trade. Goodwin being summoned before the 
{Nresident and censors of the college, challenged all present to 
prove any of his drugs faulty, and offered to compound on the 
spot any preparation, to compare with those which had been 
condemncid. But he was ordered to leave the room, and on being 
seeaUed was told that all the articles were pronounced bad. 
Hwring collected the evidence of his servants, who had assisted 
in compounding the medicines, he appealed again to the censors, 
and called on Dr. Arbuthnot, who assured him that his drugs 
should not again be burnt before his house ; but two days after- 
wards, when he was out on business, the-censors came before his 
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dftdf trith a coach load of fagots, made a great fire, and but nt 
the goods, to the great terror of Mrs. Groodwin, who happened to 
be at home. This event was also published in the papers* 
.» In tbc year 1727, a bill was introduced, entitled *' An Act* fat 
continuing the Laws therein mentioned, relating to Copper Bars 
exported, and for better preventing Frauds committed by Baiik- 
rafrts; and for searching Drugs and Compositions for Medicines/I 
The Apothecaries petitioned the House of Commons agaimstc 
this Act, and were heard by their counsel, Mr. Fitzakerly and 
Mr. lingafd ; who urged, with much earnestness, the objections 
against the bill. But when the Apothecaries were called upon 
to state, whether any of them had sufiered any of those hardships 
which had been mentioned, they remained silent, on which 
Goodwin came forward and stated his case. This annoyed the 
Apothecaries, because Goodwin was not a member of their com-, 
jmny, on which account they had not called him as a witness, and 
wsveunwilling to be under any obligation to him. Dr. Friend 
and Dr. Shad well spoke in prejudice of Goodwin, and would not 
allow him to reply ; but Mr. Hungerford pleaded in his behalf. 
It was determined by the Committee, that the Act should continue 
in force three years. 

Goodwin being thus foiled, petitioned the House of Lords 
against the bill for continuing an Act entitled *^ An Act for the 
better viewing, searching, and examining all Drugs," &c., and 
was heard before the Committee on the 13th of May; but, not^ 
withstanding the case which he made out, he could not succeed 
in gaining his point, and the biil was passed. It is said, how* 
ever, that he gained £600 damages for the injury he had* 
sustained. 

The author of a pamphlet, entitled *• Reasons against the BfH 
(br viewing, searching, and examining all Drugs, Medicines,'* &c, 
("1731), gives the following anecdote : 

^ I heax there is three or four grocers that have erected in Old !Fish Street 
a gew-gaw elaboratory, and fitted up a whimsical shop, without any titles 
to their pots, on'porpose, as 'tis supposed, to ehide the Physiciaos'iinq^uisitiaaj 
by wliidi means tliey propose to serve thein, as some of the Faculty was 
seryed in a search, who when they came into an Apothecary's shop in the 
skirts of the city, to examine his medicines, &c, saw a shop-pot standing 
on the coimter, entitled Ungt Album ; hnt, by acddent or on paiipose,! 
can't say which, ^e Apothecary had |Mit some Albmm GnBcun init^ . The 
gentSemea got about the pot^and were viewing it ; each gave his opmioa: 
one said it was hard, another said it did not smell en(^gh of the camphir, a 
third siiid it oug^t to be softened or malax'd with some oil; b:ut tti^ foiulih, 
in a passion, was for throwing it out of doors as a medicine corrupt and^ de- 
cayed, and noi fitted for the use of mim's hody. .The boy aft this while heas- 
jag theii; kained aj^pui^ents, smiled, hut said nothing until tl^ej" were i(^ 
jtlwowMJg it awsy.: then hjs cried * Prj^, gentlemen, don't throw i|; away. 



• 1^ George L,c# 27. 
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. TBB TmASMMCOSmUM^ OF 1721 AIQX 1746« dl^ 

'ti9 Ik verjrgood n^e^iciBe ; I was foKsed to go as &r as Han;98teid tp p^XH 
cure the chief ingredient of it-* ' What is it, then V said one of the learned* 

• Why, gentlemen,* says the hoy, ' 'tis white dogs* ; 1 think you call it 

Alhum Graecmn.* — * And what doth he do with this Album Gnecum V 

* Sdr/ says the boy, * he mixeth it with h(xi^, and he gives it his paticdfcs, 
sad eures th»n of their sore throats.' " 

In the Pbarmacopoeia of I72I9 many of the ridicttlous ceine*' 
dies formerly in use were omitted ; yet, this edition contaimi 
among the Materia Medica, a considerable number of sabstances 
vrhich derived their reputation from superstition or prejodice, as* 
for instance, bees, earthworms, millepedes, vipers, album grsecuro^ 
bezoar, calculi from the human bladder and from ox^galls, 
spiders* webs, usnea cranii humani, cranum homtnis, stercus 
colombarum, &c. &c. 

Many of the formulse in this work appear to be coostrueted 
on the principle of a galvanic battery, as if the intensity of tb^ 
effect had depended on the number of the ingredients* One 
formula, although not so complicated as some others, will serve 
to illustrate the state of Pharmacy at that period. Pulvis ad 

GtriTETAM. 

R Bad. Eraxmellie, Visd Quercns, OontrayerviB, Serpentaxie ViigiiiiMifla^ 
Peeoniae maris, Seminis Paeoniie maris, Gomu Cervis calcinati, Ungolfs 
Aids, ana drachmas duas ; Bad. Yalerianae Silvestris. unciam ; Candlii 
rubri, Cranii humanii, ana drachma tres ; Lapidis Hyacinthi, drachmam 
unam; Bezoardice occidentalis, drachmam unam, et semiss, onentalis 
scrupulum. M. fiat pulvis : cui addi possunt Moschi grana quinque FoUo* 
mm auri K^ triginta, 

I( was generally supposed by our ancestors that it was neces- 
sary to correct and modify the action of all medicines, by adding 
others of an opposite nature, and remedies were often classified 
as hot and cold remedies, a certain proportion of each class 
being combined, according to the preponderance on one side or 
the other, which was desired. In preparing chemical medicinesfn 
the process was frequently repeated; in some cases above twenty 
timeS) under the idea that the efficacy was thus increased or con- 
centrated, M£RCURius Dui.cis SuBLiMATus, was directed to be 
sublimed at least three times ; if sublimed four or five times or 
oftener, it was called Calomel, but not otherwise. 

Vessels were also sometimes used for distillation which were 
60 constructed that the contents of the receiver might easily be 
thrown back into the retort, without breaking the coanexion, by 
which means the process might be continued and repeated ad 

. . A very slight inspection. of the Pharmacopoeia of 1746, is suf- 
fieient to ahow, that it is, in every respect^ a great improvement 
^poftthat which preceded it in 1721. Tbn amelioration is^ 
perhaps, in hardly any respect more evident thari in the camber 
and nature of the syrups — they ^re leduced frorn "Torfy to 
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twenty-one, and the formula are much more simple ; compare, 
for example, the Syrupus de Althee^ of the older Pharmacopeia, 
and the Syrapus ex Altheefi, of the more recent one ; the former 
contains about twenty ingredients, while the latter is prepared 
simply from the root of the plant, with the requisite proportions 
of sugar and water. The plasters are again reduced from about 
twenty-six to fourteen. Among those which are omitted, are the 
Emplastrum de Betonic^, containing nearly twenty ingredients; 
and the Emplastrum Ceesaris, of wliich numerous herbs form also 
a part, and which contain about the same number of ingredients. 
It must, however, detract from the praise which might otherwise 
' be fairly bestowed on this work, that Mithridatum, with its 
forty ingredients, and Theriaca Andromachi, with about sixty, 
were suffered to remain. The ointments, are, however, reduced 
from about forty to half that number, and their formulse are 
greatly simplified and improved. Among the chemical prepara- 
tions of the metals, the progress of science is, in many cases, 
conspicuous ; for example, under the head of SAL S£U VITRI- 
OLUM MARTIS, in the Pharmacopoeia of 1721, we find the 
following directions for preparing sulphate of iron : 

jht ex SpiritUB V ini optimi, unciis quator. 

Olei Yitrioli, undis duabus. 

Serratis simul in vase ferreo at ChrystalU formentur. 

In the Pharmacopoeia of 1746, this salt, under the name of 
Sal Martis, is prepared by dissolving iron filings in dilute sul- 
phuric acid, filtering the solution after having for some time l^ept 
It warm, and then allowing crystals to form. 

In the preparations of Mercury, advantageous changes are also 
made, both in the formulee and nomenclature.. 

In no part of the more recent work is the improvement greater 
than in the expulsion of numerous useless articles from the 
Materia Medica. The entire work was carefully edited, and 
assumes a much more scientific form than any of its prede- 
cessors. 

The Corporation of Apothecaries obtained a charter, in the year 
1748, empowering it to license Apothecaries to sell medicines in 
London, or within seven miles ; and also to search the shops 
within that district. This occasioned a fresh altercation, and 
many pamphlets and books were published on both sides. One 
of these, entitled Frauds Detected, supposed to have been 
written at the instigation of the Apothecaries Company, advocates 
the necessity of a strict adherence to the Pharmacopoeia of the 
College, and the importance of good quality in the articles 
employed. It contains a summary of the various adulterations 
which were said to prevail at that time, and concludes with a 
series of arguments in favour of a frequent and efiectoal visitalion 
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of shops, which, it is said, would be an advantage to the honest 
and a check on the fraudulent. Among many other abases 
which are enumerated, it is said, that few foreign drugs are 
brought into this country free from impurities, being generally 
mixed with sticks, stones, straws, dirt, &c., and that it is a not 

unfrequent practice to 

** Beat them into the most capital compositions (such as Mithridate^ 
Venice treade, Diascordiom, &c.}f with the other ingredients unpicked, and 
with all their dross ahout them. Nay, what is worse, sometimes to beat in 
nolihing but the dross left after straioing, just to flavour the medicine with 
the UtSe lemaans of the true drug sticddng to it." 

It was also said, that ** in the tincture of rhubarb, and in all 
other compositions in which this drug has a place, it was too 
frequent a practice to pick out from the heap all the bad 
rhubarb and hide it in them ;" that <' sal prunel" was sometimes 
adulterated with << alom ;'' that in diacodium, three-fourths of 
the poppv-heads were often omitted ; that, in lapis contrayerves, 
the pearls were omitted, and oyster-shell powder substituted ; 
that in Grascon's powder, the greenish colour of the bezoar 
stone was imitated by a little Spanish-juice and ox-gall; that 
in elixir proprietatis, and other preparations containing saffron, 
two-thirds of the quantity was omitted, when the price of saffron 
was high: that in mithridate, nearly all the expensive ingre- 
dients were left out, &c. &c. 

Several answers to this publication appeared, among which is 
one entitled ^^An Enquiry into the designs of the late Petition 
presented to Parliament by the Company of Apothecaries^ 
whereby the Apothecaries^ monstrous profits are exposed, and 
compared with those of the Chemist, with respect to practice and 
retail, to which is annexed a Scheme to prevent the empirical 
Apothecary from practising ; and the Chemist from preparing 
and vending sophisticated Medicines** The author of this pam- 
phlet acknowledges the importance of a strict adherence to the 
formul® of the Pharmacopoeia, but asserts, that even the Apo- 
thecaries' Company do not set the example, and denies the pro- 
priety of their being empowered to search shops. A case is 
mentioned in which the inspectors appointed by the company 
had been in the habit of annually visiting an Apothecary, and 
extorting from him six shillings each time as their perquisite, 
which he at length began to resist. On one occasion he was 
not at home when they called, and on examining his mithridate, 
they all condemned it as a medicine not fit to be used. At this 
moment the Apothecary returned, and on being told that his 
mithridate was bad, and asked for the customary fine, he said, 
• ** Nay, now I am convinced what a nest of villains I have to deal with, 
who bemg netted at my refosing their usual imposition, begin to show their 
~ princq^lies, hy condemning medicines of then* own compounding.'* 
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He then produced the invoice from his file, and called the 
man as a witness w.ho brought the mithridate from the HalL 

UftVMig endeavoured to show, by this and other instances, that 
the inspectors of the company were not competent judges, ike 
author observes, 

** And if this be true, how can you expect Apothecaries in general to 
coilipotmd medicines justly, when they have so bad an ^cample? * * 

** It is generally allowed that one half, if not three out of icmr ti those 
who style themselyes Apothecaries, in and about London, some too in vecy 
reputable practice, are so very illiterate, that they understand no more of 
compounding and preparing capital medicines than they do of the philoso- 
phers stone. • • » iJay, there is not* one in ten who perfectly 
understands the derivaticm and meaning of his tedmical tenns, or can read 
the physican's bill truly, in proper Latin, nor perhaps understands it aay 
better abbreviated: so that these persons are under the greatest obligations 
to Br. Femberton for translating the late Dispensatory into English." 

The author also observes. 

'* It has been often remarked, that there are not upwards of twenty 
regular Chemists in London, and yet there are hundreds who style them- 
selves so. * * * To a man who is qualified, the method of compound- 
ing Cr«Zentca/ medicines will very naturaUy occur, though in this there is 
more honesty than knowledge required ; but it must be allowed, that no 
man knows how to mix and proportion ingredients of various qualities so 
well as he who is acquainted with Chemical principles.'* 

One of the objects of the Apothecaries* Petition alluded to in 
this pamphlet, was to obtain an Act of Parliament which would 
give that body the power of searching the shops of Chemists, as 
well as Apothecaries. This privilege was not granted, and the 
author of the pamphlet endeavours to prove that the Chemist who 
prepares medicines is a more competent judge of their quality 
than the Apothecary who procures them ready made. He admits 
that there are many among the Chemists, Druggists, and Apothe* 
cartes, who are unqualified and dishonest, and he proposes as a 
remedy, the appointment of a committee, consisting of an equal 
number of Physicians, Druggists and Chemists, to be annually 
chosen by the College of Physicians, as inspectors of .shops. 

In another answer to Frauds Detected^ entitled J%e Apathe-^ 

cary Displayedy the several charges of adulteratiou are answered 

seriatim. In reference to the statement that the Druggists mix 

into their compositions the impure drugs as they receive them 

from abroad, &c;, it is said, 

** It is almost impossible for men to be more diligent and careful, or to 
take more pains than they do ; how often may you see them with a Ser<m 
of Bark, first sifting away the dust, then separating the small sort, dividing 
the Iwge and woody frotoa the more deUcate and curious quill ; while they 
are thus cleansing, sorlang, and dividing their drugs, one ^r other of the 
most eminent Apowecaries alights from his chariot at the door, and buyif 
up all the raspings fk the rhubSfb, the siftings of the bark, and the sweep- 
ings of the shop, Does he buy it to bum, think you, or eonsdeutidusiy «6 
desttsy it ior the.good of rmolciQd ? (as they would ma]^ you beiiiste In. 



th%ii<p^|^fli}. . ,Ko, be sajs be^oiily wants it for powder» or it wiU do wfH 
enough fpr. tbe tuicture or the sjrup, or if perchance he purchases four 
ounces of the better sort only to keep in a glass and show his customers, 
has he not four pounds of the worst sort wi^ It ? • ♦ • If the Drtip- 
gist iieatslA thti dross witih the drug, wliere has he the dross to heat in by 
itself? You know the Apothecary bought that, and could he be supposed 
to beat in the (Jross by itself, what the Devil becomes of the drug?*' • 

This ts the kind of argutnent which abounds in the works 
written at the period now under consideration, and so many 
ludicrous instances of ignorance and fraud are enumerated by 
all parties, each against the other, that a very elaborate and 
amusing compilation might be made from these curious docu- 
ments. It IS however sufficient for our present purpose to intro- 
duce a few quotations as examples. 

In a pamphlet, entitled *' Tii£ Apothecaries' Mirrok, or 
the present State of Pharmacy exploded (1790)," the incom- 
petence of many Apothecaries who had not passed the regular 
examination is adverted to, and various instances are cited in 
corroboration ; from this it appears, that the law respecting the 
licensing of Apothecaries was not generally enforced. The 
author also exposes the manoeuvres commonly practised between 
Physicians and Apothecaries — ^the Physicians prescribing a vast 
quantity of medicines for the benefit of the Apothecary ; and the 
Apothecary in return only recommending such Physicians as were 
in the habit of ** writing well," or, in other words, " multiplying 
their nauseous superfluities." Arguments are also brought forth 
to prove that the Apothecary ought not to practise medicine. It 
is said that 

**The proper business of an Apothecary is to compound certain drugs, 
according to Physicians or Surgeons' prescriptions. It may happen that 
some of these articles require pidYerizing ; but it is presumed, that beathig 
at a mortar does not necessarily make a man learned. • * • All tha 
advantages they presume upon beyond these are only seeing eminent prac- 
titioners' prescriptions and their patients. • * • The compounding of 
medicines prescrihed, and knowing whyihtj are prescribed, are two different 
things : one is an ordinary babitual thing, the other depends upon the cir- 
cumstances of the case, and cannot possibly be judged of unless by one who 
understonds the natural history of the human body, and is acquainted with 
the mechanism and operations of nature. These are heights of knowledge 
at which few Apothecaries arrive.'* 

The first Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia was published in 1699, and 
new editions appeared in 1722, 1736, and 1744. Four years 
afterwards, Dr. Lewis published an English translatioui under 
the title of ^< The New Dispensatory.". This work contained 
mucb additional information, and was attended wiih great suc- 
cess; :Dr. Lewis published several editions, and was succeeded 
by 'Dr.Webstei: and Dr. Duncan, and, lastly^ by Dr. Duncan, jun., 
wl)A published eight editions in the course of twelve years. Dr. 
32cake»'%^^^Bhaarmatapmia Umv§r$alisj or New Unhecsal English. 
Dispensatory/' was published in 1747. 
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Sabsequent editions or republicationft of the EdinbuTgh Phar- 
macopoBia appeared in 1756, 1774, 1783, 1792, 1803, 1804, 
1806, 1813, 1817, 1839, 1841. It was invariably published in 
Latin until 1839, when the English language was adopted by the 
Edinbui^h college. 

The Apothecaries' Hall was partially destroyed at the fire of 
London, and in the year 1786 it was rebuilt on a more extensive 
scale, and improved m every respect. This event is commemorated 
in an inscription on the walls of the present establishment, which 
is as follows : 



AVLA 

Hic srrA privs aptata in vsvm 
SociETATis Pharmacevtic/e Londinensis^ 

A.D. MDCXXVIII. 

RiCARDo Edwaroo, Magistro 
EowARDo Cooke, Leonardo Stone Cvbtodibvs 

ILLA 

InConflacratione Londinensi Penitvs Consvmpta 
Lapsis Decem Annis Elecantior Reburrexit 

RcPARATA DEAflVM FviT 

MvLTVM Amp LI ATA rr Ornata 

A. D. MDCCLXXXVI. 

loANN>E Field, Macistro 
CuLiELMo Ball, Matth^o Yatman^ 

CVSTODIBVS. 



The Apothecaries' Hall continued to compete successfully with 
the druggists and merchants in the supply of medicines to the navy, 
and the East India Company, as well as in other business, bodi 
wholesale and retail. This gave rise occasionally to disputes and 
controversies, and several pamphlets, published about this time, 
contain reciprocal charges made by the Druggists and Apotheca*' 
ries against each other of furnishing adulterated articles. 

It may be supposed that these charges were not altogether 
without foundation, althoiigh it appears by the result, that the 
Apothecaries had the advantage, as they succeeded in monopo« 
lizing a large share of the export business., 

The origin of the Botanic Garden at Chelssa, belonging to 
the Society of Apothecaries, is involved in some obscurity $ but it is 
supposed to have been founded prior to the year 1673. The first 
mention of it in the records of the society is contained in a jaii<« 
nute (dated June 21st, 1674), in which it was resolved to build 
a wall round the garden, which was to be done by subecription^ 
provided the Court of Assistants would agree to pay two. pounds 
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for eacb of the herborizingt or botaaical walks* These walks 
were instituted in the year 1633, at which period one took place 
annually; but at the time the above agreement was entered 
into, the number had been increased to six. The proprietors of 
the laboratory stock also gave fifty pounds towards the expense 
of the wall ; m consideration of which they were allowed a piece 
of ground in the garden for herbs. 

In the year 1679, a Committee of Management was appointed ; 
consisting of twenty-one Assistants, thirty Liverymen, and twenty 
of the Yeomanry. In the following year a greenhouse was built, 
at an expense of £138. Mr. Evelyn, in his diary, mentions a 
visit which he paid to the " Apothecaries' Garden of Simples" 
(August 7th, 1685), where he saw among other rare plants, " the 
tree bearing the Jesuit's bark, which had done such wonders in 
quartan agues." He also notices the subterraneous heat employed 
in the greenhouse. 

The propriety of discontinuing the garden was discussed in the 
year 1693, from which it would appear, that it was not in a flou- 
rishing condition. The decision, however, was in its favour; and 
in 1697, Lord Gheyne granted a new lease for sixty years. In 
1708, it was found necessary to raise additional funds, and ninety 
persons joined in a subscription. In 1714, Sir Hans Sloane be- 
came connected with the institution, having purchased the manor 
of Lord Gheyne, in 1712; and in 1722, he granted a lease to 
the Master, Wardens, and Society of Apothecaries on certain con- 
ditions, of which the following is the substance : The garden, com- 
prising three acres, one rood, and thirty-five perches, together 
with the greenhouse and other erections thereon,' was to be held 
by the parties aforesaid for ever, at a yearly rent of five pounds, 
payable to Sir Hans Sloane, his heirs and assigns, provided the 
society presented annually to the President, Gouncil, and Fellows 
of the Royal Society of London, fifty specimens of distinct plants, 
until the collection amounted to 2000 ; and provided also, that 
the garden was appropriated to the purpose of cultivating plants, 
instructing students, and advancing science. In the event of 
any of these conditions being violated, or dwellings being erected 
on the ground, the lease was to be forfeited. 

In 1743 an order was issued, that no person should be allow- 
ed to gather specimens without the permission of the director' or 
gardener ; and that none but members might walk in the garden 
without being attended by the gardener. In 1747, Sir Hans 
Sloane presented £100 towards the repairs of the greenhouse, 
and in 1748 he gave £150 to aid in maintaining the garden. 
Other individuals gave liberal donations at various times, without 
which the garden eould not have been maintained. Mr. Miller, 
one of the chief gaideners, was elected to that office in 1722, 
and retained it forty-eight years. He was buried at Chelsea, 



and some years afterwards a cenotaph was erected to hm memory 
liy the Members of the Linneean and Horticultaral SocietieB^ 
Further particulars respecting Mr. Miller and other gardener*' 
connected with the Institution, may be found in a work entitled 
MitUOiR^^ Historical and lUuatrative^ of the Bot/|nicG<vkj>£k 
AT OfiBLSBA, belonging to the Socibty op Apoi^h^boaribs/* 
London*^ by those who can find the work, which is very scarce,; 
A statue of Sir Hans Sloane was placed in the garden m 175]«, 
In 1 771, an embankment was built to recover portions of tbe 
ground which had been washed away by the ri?er. 

The botanical walks continue to be kept up. Five of th^m ' 
are open to the apprentices of every member of the Society ; 
and one, which is called the general herborizing, is con6ned to 
members. As the excursions generally occupy the whole <if the' 
day, refreshments are provided for the students, who derive con- 
siderable beneBt from this social and practical method of studying 
botany. 

It was intended by the Charter of 1748, not only to restrain 
Druggists from practising Pharmacy, being considered unqualified, 
but also to prohibit Physicians and Surgeons from selling or prepar- 
ing the medicines which they prescribed. But, notwithstanding this 
monopoly iq favour of the Apothecaries, they found it impossible 
to secure to themselves those exclusive privileges provided in the 
act: the law was constantly evaded, and in the year 1793 they 
Wtituted an inquiry into the defects and privations which existed 
among them, and which arose, as they stated, from two grand 
causes :t — 

<* First, The encroacbment which Chemists and Druggists hare, of^late 
years, made on the profession of the Apothecary, by vending pharmaceutic 
preparations, and compounding the prescriptions of Physicians. 

'* Secondly, The want of a competent jurisdiction in the profession itself/ 
to regulate its practice, and to restrain ignorant and unqualified persons from 
practising at ail." 

: In the spring of this year (1793) several respectable Apothe-* 
caries formed themselves into a society for the purpose of in^^' 
vestigating the sources of the existing evils; and, by means of an' 
exitensive correspondence, they collected <' a volume of facts 
denionstrative of the. injury resultiof to soeiety at lajge, as weU^ 
as to the profession in particular, from the toleration of these 
abuses." - . . , , 

On the I7thp£ June, 1794, a general meeting of the Apothe- 
caries of this kingdom was Held at the Crown and 4^ocbor, jm tbe* 
Strand, at which about 200 attended. 

. The objeot of the* meeting was stated by Mr. Chamberlaine, 
and it wasui^edtn the repoit, 

Tj i T ■'<•■>---■■ . '"^ ••' ■■' • >■••' «»■•*« ■•! -nr'f i i fi ■ .in;n ." 

• Printed by B^ CHII^ttt; Bti J^dhU'S fkgux^ ^Jka^mw^i^mx>V'^ v •' '9 
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''^'Tbii«t1iilBu0}uttandifiiioviitiiig nrarpation of tBe Druggisto, togeAer 
with the itttrusieai of uneducated and unsfcUful penona into profeaaional 
practice, called loudly for some speedy and effective act, which should al 
opce destroy the obtrusions complained of» and restore credit and respecta- 
bility to the profession.*' 

> '< ff we regard personal Tiews, it was stated to be,a fact, the proof of wiHoh 
was im Ibe tables of calculation then present, that were the aggregate suns 
ol^aioed by this infringement' of tbe Druggists, and divided among the 
Druggists of this metropolis (a body of men unknown to the world till about 
tbe end of the last century, unauthorized by any public charter, and 
aliiiOst-OBdefiiied by any public act), were these sums to be equaUy divided, 
as they ought to be divided, amongst the Apothecaries of the metropolis^ 
every .one would have an addition of nearly ^200 a year to his present 
income. But this evil, it appeared, was not confined to the capital ; it was 
dedlared to be a morbific infection — that it began at tlie capital as a central 
point, but diffused its deadly breath from thence to all the larger cities and 
towns throughout tbe kingdom. Nor stopped the contagion here. From tbe 
larger cities and towns it was beheld propagating itself to smaller cities and 
towns, till at length, so general was the disease, there was scarcely to be 
found a village or a hamlet without a village or a bamlet Druggist. If the 
sale of medicines and the giving of advice was not here sufficient to support 
the Tender, he added to his own occupation the sale of mops, brooms, 
bacon, butter, and a thousand such articles besides." 

The hardships endured by the Apothecaries having been 
described at some length, the report proceeds to discuss the 
ignorance and inefficiency of the Druggists, some of whom are 
said to have made fatal mistakes, and 

" From want of classical education, and an incapacity of translating the 
directions appended to their prescriptions, have been under the necessity of 
mstorbiDg Apothecaries in the night to translate for them ; others who, frotti 
boldly adventiiring to interpret, have given wrong directions, or who, not 
daring to interpret, have dispensed their medicines without any directions at 
ajll." #•###♦ 

'The composition of prescriptions, and the vending of pharmaceutic pre- 
parations by Druggists, comprise, then, a national evil of no small magnitude. 
Tbe xaaterials they make use of must, in general, be mere offals, and the 
refuse of better drugs ; and from want of classical knowledge, perpetual 
errors and negligences are discovered in their combination. The credit of 
the Physician is endangered, and the patient perhaps is destroyed. But if 
tins bo a source of national abuse and deceit, what infinite injury must 
reiNilt frons tbe still bolder practice such men often allow themselves, of 
addiifg pretended medical advice to erroneous medical compositions P Men 
who have never enjoyed any other medical education than what their own 
cotraters have afforded ; and who can know nothing of the powers of dis- 
eases, or of the powers of medichies to remove those diseases wheii present ? 
To jMempt to demonstrate this to be a public evil, and one that calia loudly 
for redress, is altogether to lose time: it is to light up the sun at noonday 
with a candle/' 

In order tq pat an end to these abuses, it was proposed to 
ftVttf a* general Association of the Apothecaries of Great Britain, 

who should 

'***'fetlgage'to deal with Auch Druggists only as would immediately consent 
to relinquish the composition of all medical pveMriptioiM--^o retain to tbem« 
se lvo a th e ir whole a alo oc e upation alone a nd to reeeivo no Appr e ntic e y m»4 
employ no^/^aiistaal^^^fehbM no^iM^ ft plwiical eduwtionif . „ 

It was resolved also to form agenctidf Conithiteee, toact in the 



name of the whole, and to endeavour to obtain the necessary re- 
fbrmation by an application to Parliament. 

Alluding to the chances of success^ Mr. John Mason Good, 
whose speech is contained in the report, proceeds to state : 

'* As to oppofition, we had do reason to expect it, but from the Druggists 
themselyes. Nor were all the DruggistB inimical to medical reform'*— aanir 
had already expressed their good wishes towards it, and some had even con- 
tributed pecuniary assistance to carry it into execntion. Bat if the I>niggislt 
are to oppose ns, who are to oppose the Drnggists 1 Druggists, like all c&ien 
engaged in commercial transactions, are dependent men. On whom are 
Druggists dependent ? On Apothecaries, on ourselves. Let us then malte 
that use of this dependence which it behoves us to make. Let us universally 
and individually write to every Druggist with whom we traffic, and inform 
him that if he values the connexion between us, we insist upon it, on tlie 
continuance of that connexion, that he withhold from us all personal oppo- 
sition whatsoever. Let us publish to all Druggists, that if, deaf to their own 
interests as well as ours, they should nevertheless persist in opposing us : 
should they frustrate our intentions, and wrench, if it were possible, the 
very statute from our hands after we had obtained it, and tear it into a 
thousand tatters, we have still left the former resource of associating onr> 
selves against such opponents, we have still left the power of creating one 
common fund, of establishing one general magazine, of supplying ourselves 
from such magazine, and thus by a single act, of ruining their whole trade, 
and destroying their existence as a commercial community. 

It was then proposed, 

" That the persons present should form themselves into a Society, under 
the title of Tsb Gbnkbal Pharmacbutical AssociATioir or Great Britaii^ 
and that idl other regularly educated practitioners throughout the kingdom 
be invited to associate in the common cause." 

A Committee ^of twenty members was elected ; and it was 

resolved, 

" That it have regular meetings once a month, or as much oftener as may 
be deemed convenient, at the Buffalo Tavern, Bloomsburt Squarb (the 
first meeting to be held on the 28th day of the present month, July) ; that it 
be open to the admission of every member of the Association, and be at 
liberty to summon general meetings, and to report progress whenever it may 
seem expedient to do so." 

A subscription of one guinea from each member was coi* 
lected. 

The Committee then undertook, by means of a systematic and 
universal correspondence, to communicate with every regularly 
educated practitioner in Pharmacy throughout the kingdom, for 
the purpose of urging them to join the Association, and also 
with a view to collect a further supply of evidence^ It was 
found necessary to appoint special committees, and to meet 
regularly twice every month at the Buffalo Tavern. Mr. Good 
states in his report — 

*' The extent of their correspondence is only bounded by the extent of 
the kingdom ; and the materials collected most voluminous and immense. 
The ardour evinced by practitioners, in every part of the country, to for- 
ward the common cause, is uniform and universal ; and scarcely a post 
arrived in tiondon for the first two months after the establishment of the 
Association, without new statements, from personal knowledge, of increasing 
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Qvilft tcomiiig from the toler«Ui»ii of the ahuBes. There is not perhaps a 

tingle Druggist in the whole kingdom who compounds his different prepa- 
rations in all respects consistently with the College Dispensatory ; but the 
Druggists at Manchester appear to excel all others in such nefarious in- 
genuity, and to extend their endeavours to save trouble and ezpenae to 
articles in which it could be scarcely imagined such endeavours were 
necessary. 

" A correspondent at Croydon mentions his having been applied to by the 
foreman of a Druggist for an explanation of the words * cueurbita cnunta,* 
which he had in vain sought for amongst the different preparations in his 
dispensatory ; and at last had been happy enough to translate them ' «» 
flMbrtoai shaek,' 

** A Dru^istof similar penetration is reported, in a letter froni Worcester, 
to exist in that city, who took infinite pains to obtain, by sending to other 
shops, a tincture of the name of '^utdemj " 

111 order to obtain evidence of the general prevalence of slmi* 
lar misdemeanors, a number of specimens of drugs and prepa- 
rations were obtained at different shops in London, and submitted 
to a special Committee for examination. The Committee state 
as the result — 

" That in the far greater number of instances, there were most evidently 
spurious or defective drugs, and erroneous composition* That the most 
expensive medicines were all of them, without any exception, adulterated ;" 
" such was I'the case, particularly, with Aleppo scammony, with saffron, and 
Russian castor."—-" Powder of gum-arabic was generally very indifferent ; 
and, in one instance, when formed into a mucilage, contained no gluten * 
whatever, was extremely dirty and extremely opaque." — " The preparations 
from extemporaneous prescriptions scarcely bore any resemblance to what 
was expected, had th^ been compounded aright; and no two from 1^ 
same prescription were similar."—" The directions were, in many cases, 
otisconceired and improperly translated ; in others, not more than half 
translated ; and in one instance, particularly, the very reverse of what was 
written.' 



t, 



Among other circumstances investigated by this energetic asso- 
ciation, the increase in the number of Druggists claimed par- 
ticular attention ; and from the statistical information thus 
obtained, it appears, that in some places the number had increased 
fourfold in the space of ten or twelve years. A correspondent, 
who related the opening of three new shops in one town within 
twelve months, observes, 

" But Pharmacy alone comprises too small a field for these men of letters 
and ambition-^they prescribe, whenever applied to, though totally ignorant 
of medical spience, and even pretend to reduce fractures." 

The Committee, alluding to this circumstance, remark, 

** But Druggists are not the only persons who are thus adventurous. In 
biatiy places the grocers of the town take upon themselves this very benevolent 
office, or at least a part of it. In the small town of Uckfield there are not 
less M&an three of this description, who prescribe as well as vend medicines, 
applying for information to the Druggists with whom they deal ; who in 
consequence hereof send them down advice just equal to their medicines, 
and present them with tables of different doses." 

■ ■' -II I ■ I ■■ f I II, ■ ■ ■ I. - .1 I ■!■ I. I 1 « 

•"No gluten" !1 
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The Comuiittee spared no exertioDS 4a coUectisf .; firbmievery 
quarter, cases of malpractice atkd misadveBtiire, a few speeimetis 
of which serve to enliven their report* adding that 

"The secretary would satisfy'lhe curiosity of any person whp wished |or 
farther specimens of the same destructive conduct, at any time, when pro- 
perly applied to. and from proper motives." 

Having collected a sufficient mass of evidence, the Committee 
presentea addresses to the College of Physicians, the CorpOratipn 
of Surgeons, and the Society of Apothecaries ; and on tbe.j^uUh 
of February, 1795, a petition was presented to Parliament ^n 
behalf of the Association, by Sir William Dolben. It was foupd 
necessary, however, to postpone the completion of these plea- 
sures until the following session, and in the meantime a full report 
of proceedings was circulated to all the members, calling upon 
them to second these efforts by means of addresses, in which the 
following principles were to be continually adverted to : . » 

'' Firtt, That the liberty to vend pharmaceutical preparations, compound 
Physicians' prescriptions, &c. &c., should appertain to the Apothecary alone. 
Skeondly, That no young men be taken as Apprentices, who have not had an 
approved education. Thirdly, That none be Assistants without having been 
examined as to their competency for pharmaceutical compositions, &c. &c* 
Fourthly, That none be at liberty to settle until examined ; -nor any person 
entitled to an examination until be shall have faithfully served an appren- 
ticeship of five years at least. Fifthly, That to promote these purpose^ a 
eompetent court be established— to consist of a eertmu numbsir of tusmbers, 
fHio shall have full power to make such by-laws and regulations, as may be 

thought most conducive to the welfare both of the public and the profession." 

*, 

From the above brief account of the establishment of the 

Pharmaceutical Association of 1794, it will be seen that, at this 
period, the Chemists and Druggists were entering upon ^ that 
position which they now occupy, as dispensers of medicine* . 

The result of these exertions, however, was not so sij^ocessliil 
as was anticipated, and the Pharmaceutical Association of 4794 
was broken up within a shoit time of its formation, without fiafviijg 
effected the extinction, or subjugation, of that class agaii^st .which 
Its efforts were directed. . The proceedings of the As^cjaiipJI^v^e 
recorded by Mason Goodi who waa a leading member, te^fp^m 
whose work the above outline k taken ; ihe abs^c^ ^ a VhiAdr 
record of partiqulars on th^ other side fbrms a ga|5 ih oKf his- 
tory. It is probable that this violent attack, which was designed 
as a deatli-bioir to the riiiog-olassof pkarmadeiKatts^liiiil tM op- 
posite effect^ bf obligitig tfaom hi somed?gti0&t^ii|llttnflte s^mn 
of QonduQiiilg ftlMir.busiiMssv'imd'lo vnitt^iiinenl^ (hMnttieli!(Mftr 
the protection of their interests.' 



. In^tfae year 1802 the Apothecaries and Chemists were brought 
together and indaeed to coalesce for the purpose of protecting 
jtheir motual kilerests against the injurious operation of the 
Medicine Act^ passed on the 3d of June in that year* This Act 
liad reference to the duties, stamps, and licences which liad for- 
merly been confined to private nostrums and patent << specifics^'' 
but which, by the new measure, involved, more or less, the sale of 
many common remedies and ariicles in daily use, such, for in* 
stance, as blistering ointment, nitre drops, lozenges, tooth 

E)Wders, Indian arrowroot, salve for ulcerations of the legs, 
uxham's tincture of bark, Turkey rhubarb, laxative pills, &c. 
<&c. An Association having been formed, and a Committee 
appointed, a petition was prepared entitled ** A Petition of Apothe- 
caries, Chemists, and Druggists,*' which petition was addressed to 
the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, signed by Fenwick 
Bulmer, Strand; John Pugh, Gracechurch Street; Edward 
Complin, Bishopsgate Street ; William Chamberlain, Aylesbury 
Sire^; and John Hingeston, Cheapside. During the time that 
the Committee were engaged in carrying their object into effect, 
they published, in one of their reports, a caution to all parties 
concerned, whjch will serve to point out the predicament the 
trade was in, and the liabilities to which all vendors of medicines 
were exposed. It is as follows : 

The Committee also thinic it would be the means, of preventing tronhle^ 
if something like the following cautions were adoptedf in all such cases 
wliere it wiH apply. 

ViM* If attififormer, or any other person, should inqnire for healing salve 
/or scalds or bums, to answer that no salve is known by that name, yet they 
may have for that purpose white unguentum. Turner's cerate, or sperma- 
«eti ointment, &c., without a stamp. If asked for nitre drops, not to sell 
anythingby that name, bnt to offer dulcified spirits of nitre. Tincture of 
ISirkey Rhubarb, a thing not known in the shops, yet common tincture of 
jinibarb may be sold without restriction. If castor oil medicine should be 
aoaght for, sell simply castor oil : in this manner stamps will not be neces- 
sary. 

The Committee have been informed, from high authority, that informa- 
ikms wRl not be encouraged upon articles that have been long and generally 
known* although they mav come nearly within the letter of the Act ; yet 
they cannot help feeling the most lively indignation, when they reflect that 
men so truly respectable as the Apothecaries, Druggists, and Chemists un- 
-donbtedly are, should, by any circumstances in the common practice of their 
^ofcMita, be ander the necessity of adopting any subterfuge to avoid being 
ptandtesd of tkiir profoty by the innumerable host of mformers which 
jthia Act wjjp certainly engender and fet loose opoa them, both in town and 
country, aft^ the first of Septenvber. 

EDWAHP BENTON, Secretary. , 

, The final report of the. Committee was published in the^ear 

1&03« and akhoug^ they were not saocessful iti obtainiffg a total 

.repeal af ths 4^, they secured the modification of it iiv such a 
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manner ar to remove the chief sources of inconrenietice -ftiid 
oppression. 

The Pharmacopoeia of 1809, which was translated by Dn 
Poweli, was pre|Miped by a Committee of the Fellows of tbe 
College in conjunction with a Committee of the Apothecaries 
Company, in whose laboratory such experiments were made ofi 
the various processes as appeared necessary. Some addftftmi 
were made from the Pharmacopoeias of Edinburgh and Dublin, 
and a ** Specimen Pharmacopceiee'' was sent by the College of 
Physicians to those persons whom they thought likely to a^ord 
assistance or information. Seventy new preparations were intro- 
duced, among which were : Acetum colchici, confectio amygda- 
larum, decoctum aloes comp., and five other decoctions ; ex- 
tractnm aloes purificatum, belladonnse, hyoscyami, sarsaparillss^ 
and six other extracts ; infusum anthemtdis, aurantii, digitalis^ 
and twelve other infusions ; mistura ferri corop., potasssB carbonas^ 
sodee carbonas, liquor arsenicalis, &c. &c. 

Notwithstanding the precautions which were taken in thr6 
compilation of this Pharmacopmia, it was found to be defective 
in some particulars, and the formulse as well as the nomenclature 
were severely criticised by several commentators. Dr. Bostodc 
published an ** Essay on the Nomenclature of the New Londoft 
Pharmacopoeia," in which he showed that, while the endeavour 
to regulate the names of the articles in the Materia Medica 
by scientific principles had failed, and led to inconsistency 
in many cases, it had also involved the subject in unneces^ 
sary confusion, and added to the intricacy naturally belonging 
to it. In confirmation of this statement he quoted the fol- 
lowing observation of Dr. Powell : *' As by names substances 
are distinguished from each other, their essential properties 
ought to be brevity and dissimilarity ; and if those employed 
be accurately defined and generally understood-^f they be 
sanctioned by use and so distinct as not to be liable to be mis«« 
taken, and, above all, convey no false ideas of the substances 
diey are intended to designate, s<ich a nomenclature may be con-i 
sidered as perfect." Dr. Bdstock advocated these sentiments^ 
and pointed out a great variety of instances in which Dr.^ PoweU 
had violated his oum principle by the introduction of a nomen^ 
clature professedly *• scientific," but which, ft-ora its^consitfteneyv 
did not deserve the name. 

The most severe critique which appeared on the l^fioaco* 
pceta of 1809, was a review by Mr. Richard Phillips, which was 
originally published in the London Medical Review (1810), and 
afterwards in a separate pamphlet (1811), entitled, An Expe* 
rimenial Examinaftm of the tost edition of the Pknn^dC€pC^ 
Londoriensis, with Remarks ok Dr, PowelUs Translation and 
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Ann0iaiiiOiM* Mr. PhiJlips obeerves in his introdnodon that^ 
** although individual error may be insignificant, yet when esta* 
blished and enforced by the authority of law, it becomes truly 
£Enmidable;" and, after a few prefatory remarks, proceeds to 
crittei^e. seventy-three of the preparations in the Pharmaeopcsia^ 
qDoting experiments in confirmation of his statements* The 
fiest sentence deserves to be quoted in italics: 

'* Brfore I proceed to the principal object of this euay^ / 
ehall make a few observations upon the alteration of the names 
^ measures* This was not only unnecessary ^ but by the mods 
in which it has been carried into effect^ it has been productivs 
of much ambiguity and some absurdity" 

Mr. Phillips enumerates about twenty instances in the Phar** 
macopmia in which the value of the term libra is ambiguous; 

Some of the remarks of Mr. Phillips on the preparations ate 
rather caustic, as, for instance, the following : ** According^ to 
Dr. Powell's statement, protoxide and peroxide of antimony are 
synonymous, and ten grains may be properly exhibited ; but if 
we combine these assertions with those of the authorities which 
he feeommends, it appears that, whilst ten grains of the precipi* 
tated oxide are a safe dose, '^ two are a most violent and dan* 
fefous emetic,'' and sixty grains *' perfectly inert ;" and, con* 
aequently, that two are much more than ten, and sixty much 
less. Well, indeed, has Macquer observed, that some physiciaas 
have coosidered this preparation as occasioning << accidents so 
t^rtble, that instead of being called the Mercury of life, it ought 
to have been denominated the Mercury of death !" 

..Mr^ Phillips devotes thirty pages to his observations on tht 
pceparations of antimony, and confirms his statements by a 
detail of a variety of experiments in which he throws some li^t 
da this intricate subject* 

His remarks on the liquor arsenicaiis are very severe, and not 
wtthoat reason, as he discovered an error which ought not to 
have occurred, especially in a preparation containing so power*- 
ivA an ingredient as arsenic. It is singular, however, that some 
of the << defects" pointed out by Mr. Phillips in Dr. PowelFs 
Pbarmacopoeta, are to be found in our present edition (1836)^ of 
wbioh h^ is the authorized translator. For instanoe, in refers 
enee So tbo distilled waters, he states, ** The additionof spirit to 
distilled waters is altogether useless." In the prtseat Piuutna- 
oopsm seven ounces of spirit are ordered to two gallons of each 
of 41)6 distiUed waters. In the extractum opii he reoommends 
proof spirit to be employed instead of water. In the Pharma- 
copoeia of .1836, distilled water is ordered as the menstruum 
istthout any animadirersion; In the hydraigyrt oxidnm cinereum. 
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he TecnmmendB potash in prefereiiee to lime; yet in* hit own 
Pbtrmacopoda linae is ordered. A fevr otkef caMs might be 
mentioned. . . • • t i , . 

' Although Mr. Phillips criticised without mercy th«imperfeotiQn$ 
of the Pharmacopceia, he found some merits in the work, to which 
be ^ave their share of commendation ; and iiis review was found 
ts be so far entitled to attention^ being based upon practioai e»* 
perience» that some of his suggestions (as well as those of some 
other commentators) were adopted in the next editioni which 
appeared in 1815. In this edition several new articles were 
introduoedy others which had been expunged in 1809 were 
restored, and some of the names were changed* The work was 
on the whole a decided improvement on its predecessor ; .but it 
did AOt yet come up to Mr. Phillips's ideas of perfection, and 
acoordingiy, in the year 1816, he published some ** Remarks oh 
ihe Ebitio Altera of the Pharmacopceia Lompivbnsis." 
' ft happened, unfortunately for Dr. Powell, that he had omitted 
to give -Mr. Phillips credit for those improvements which, at his 
ttiggestion, he introduced into the Pharmacopoeia, and that he 
stated nevertheless in the preface, '^ I am not conscious thftt 'mm 
any instance I have purloined the observations of others or used ' 
them.witho'ut due acknowledgement." This gave. Mr. Phillips Ji 
pretext for recapitulating some of his former statements, pointio|; 
out the instances in which his directions had been followed, but 
not acknowledged, and makmg a fresh attack on tboee erzats 
which had not been rectified. 

While it cannot be denied that there was some foundatipa lor 
these crttictsms, it must be admitted that Dr. Powell's Pharma* 
copoeia met with a most unmerciful reception, and that he did 
xiot enjoy a fair share of indulgence. Dr. Powell, as a Physican, 
could not be expected to compete in practical . experience with 
the manu&cturing Chemists, many of whom devoted their -whole 
lives to a small section merely of the art of pharmacy , and who wef e 
not Itfcely to reveal the secrets by which they sustained their 
reputation, lor the benefit of a work in which they .were not 
interested and for which they would gain no credit Many ,pDO- 
oesoes might appear to answer the purpose when condi^ct^d on 
a small scale, by way of experiment, aiid yet. they migbfc mA l^e 
cadstpted to the mannfactuve of the, articles in quaoftit^.^ A9ul:this, 
in fact, was foond to be the case ok several insianoest . Chi tihe 
whole, the work appeared in its most unfavourable aspect^jwhen 
seen thnanigh ihe medium of. thesearciiing.aQd pnMtkfttisalire of 
Mr. Ph ill ip s. ' -- - . ._ .-. 

The improvement which was takirig place anibng the Apothe- 
caries, in consequence of the increase^ at^ention^^ which they 
devoted to medical and surgical ptacticst te»ded materially to 
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strengthen the ponidoti of the Druggists as dispensers of pre**- 
soviptions : this office, being comparaHveli/ neglected by the one 
class, naturally fell more and more into the hands of the other* 
Bat the Apothecaries, while they were losing ground in the 
<^ trading " department of their profession, possessed no other 
legitimate means of obtaining remnneraUon, the amount of their 
receipts being chiefly regulated by the quantity of medicine 
they supplied to their patients. To use the words of Dr. Burrows, 
<>^The practising Apothecaries justly complained t^at the dis-*- 
pessing Chemists and Druggists had greatly deteriorated the 
profits of their business ; but the practice had existed so long, 
that it had acquired from custom the force of law, and it was 
impossible by sudden or violent means to suppress it. It had 
indeed become difficult to define who was, or who was nc^, an 
Apothecary. * • * " In addition to the falling off in their 
dispensing business, and the inroads made upon the profession by 
irregular and uneducated practitioners of every description, the 
Apothecaries sustained another grievance, namely, an increase in 
the taxes on drugs and other necessary commodities, which 
pressed with peculiar severity upon them. The exorbitant duty 
cm glass, which was imposed by Government in the year 1812, 
brought their misfortunes to a climax, and occasioned a public 
meetiog of their body, which was convened on the 3d of July 
of that year, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, by Mr. Burrows,^ 
Me. Cfttes^ and Mr* Wells. 

Several meetings had been held on the subject of the duty on 
Iplass, to very little purpose, when Mr. A. T. Thomson having 
-accidentally attended one of them, diverted the attention of the 
Meeting from the subject of glass, which he considered derogatory 
.to^tbe profession, to the more important matter of improving toe 
'Condition of that branch of it, in a professional point of view. 

An Association was formed, of which Mr. Barrows was ap- 

^pointed chairman, and Mr. Ward secretary. Mr. Kerrisonf, 

'who had declined taking a share in the proceedings respecting 

'<lhe duty on glass, became an active member of the Conunittee, 

<when' a more enlarged scheme was undertaken, and Mr. TiK>m- 

<^son|; Mr. Good ^, and Mr. Upton, as well as other ixcfiiiential 

<^raetitionei%, joined with great spirit in the enterprise* 

,' : TWexettionsfof the Association wei^e directed to t^e frammg 

«bf'ii>bill<io 'be brought into Purlkttient, the 'objects of which 

\:^ IV^icdmstkute a 4*Qiirth Medical body - which shouild be em- 

fwow Dr. K>rrison. i 



powered to examine Apothecaries, Surgeon Apothecaries, Ac* 
eouchenrs, Midwives, Dispensing Chemists, and Assistants ; to pro- 
hibit the practice of Medicine^ Surgery, Midwifery, or Pharmacy, 
by uneducated persons ; and to vest in the new body the prero- 
gative of granting licences to such persons as they should find 
on examination to be competent, which licences should be an- 
nually renewed on payment of a fee, the examiners possessing 
the powers of withholding them from persons whose conduct had 
been immoral or discreditable. 

To introduce certain regulations respecting apprentices, and to 
found a school* for the education of pupils in medicine, surgery, 
pharmacy, &o. * 

It was the original intention of the Association to apply to 
Parliament through the medium, or with the concurrence, of 
the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, and the Society of 
Apothecaries, and letters were written to these bodies representing 
the uj^ent necessity for some measure of reform, and respectfully 
requesting their co-operation and support. 

The College of Phtsiciaks declined taking any share in the 
matter, stating, that they *' could not give any advice or assist- 
ance on the occasion/' The College of Surgeons concluded 
their reply with these words, *• The Court of Assistants does not 
intend to interfere with the subject of such letter," The Society 
OF Apothecaries, after having consulted the College of Physi- 
cians, stated, that "They could noi^ as a body fy concur with the 
Committee in the intended application to Parliament." The 
Associated Apothecariesy therefore, being left to their own 
resources, prepared a bill, which was introduced to the House by 
Messrs. Wilberforce, Calcraft, Whitbread, and Rose, in the 
month of March, 1813. The Colleges of Physicians and l^r- 
geons, laying aside the apathy which they had originally evinced 
on the subject, when they perceived that activ e steps were in 

* In the London Repository, vol. iv., pp. 487-8, the following remarks, from 
the pen of Dr. Barrows, in reference to the subject of edacation, are worthy 
of notice. ^* There is in London another defect, which we will cursorily 
mention, and that is the want of a regular School of Pharmacy. The Apo- 
thecaries' shops in England do not furnish those means of instruction in 
this important science which are necessary to form a good Pharmaceutist. 
Young men cannot acquire in such situations a practical knowledge of Che* 
mistry, of Materia Medica, or of Botany ; and when in London, if they 
are laudably desirous of prosecuting such studies, there are no institutions 
affording all the requisites for pursuing them with full advantage. A school, 
therefore, should certainly be established in this metropolis, where all these 
sciences and arts would be practically taught and illustrated, especially 
I^armacy« eves to the very manipulations of the art. These projects are 
not chimeraa t they are obvious, simple in principle, and fadie of adoption, 
and such as we hope ere long to see carried into effect." 

t Although three-fourths of the body w«re actually among the petitioners ! 
See " An Inquiry," Ac, by Robert Masters KerriioB, p. 76. 
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process, openly opposed the bill and preiented petitions agaiDit 
it. The Society of Apothecaries maiatained a certain degree of 
neutrality, aa they could not ofTer direct opposition to a measure 
ia which a majority of their body was promiDently engaged. 

The Chemists and Drueigists, against whom some of the most 
important provisbns in the bill were levelled, and to whom ito 
application had been made for advice or assistance, sponta- 
neously took the alarm, and the standing Committee of the 
Society, which they had formed for the protection of their 
interests in the year 1802, convened a general meeting for the 
purpose of opposing the new bill. 

The following account of their proceedings is copied from the 
miiiute-book : 

At a general meeting of the Chemists and Druggists in the 
metropolis, held, in pursuance of public advertisement, 
at the Preemasons' Tavern, Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, on Thursday, March 4th, 1813, to take into con- 
^ sideration " An Abstract of a Bill for regulating the 
Practice of Apothecaries, Surgeon Apothecaries, Practi- 
tioners in Midwifery, and Compounders and Dispensers 
of Medicines throughout England and Wales," published 
by order of the general Committee, 
Mr. HtfDscra in the chair. 
The following Resolutions were passed : 

" Fint—Rttttntd, Tlist the nbgtract oF k bill, pablitbed and propOBed to be 
brought into PRrliameiit by cerUin ApoEbecaries, coDtaini many olmises 
deeply injurious to the Chemists and Druggists who EOtupound aud dispeDse 
medicines, and to the public at large, innsmuch as the operation of tliese 
ojkutes will be to put all compounders and dispensen of medicines nnder the 
MDtrtd of A Committee of Apothecaries (distinct from the corporate bodj 
of Apotbecaries), acd to give that Committee a power, by the making of by- 
laws, and the iisuing ofannual licences, to use means of the greatest oppres- 
sion and injustice, nod eventually to place a monopoly of compounding and 
diipeDsiug medleines in the bands of the Apothecaries, which wilt increase 
the price of medicines, and consequently diminish the meaDS of s large body 
of tii« community to procure necessary medical assistance. 

" Sicmd — That the Cbemists and Druggists having, for a great number of 
jEnis, exercised the trace of cumpounding and diapcnBing mediciaea (by which 
tbey mean makini; up the prescriptions of Physicians and Surgeons) to the 
satiafactiou nnd adrantngc of llie public, consider it Iilghif important to op- 
:paie this bill in all its stages, sn far as it iaierferes with their established and 
imirersslly acknowledged businois. 

'' Third — That a Committee l-e chosen, five of whom shall be a quorum, 
to take the necessary steps foi- oiposing the bill ; snd that the Committee do 
consist of tbe following persons, with power to increase ^eir number ; 
Messrs. Alum, Plough Court Messrs. Hum, Iiong Acre 

BsLL, Oxford Street Hudbom, Hftyouiket 

Coou, SoolhsmptoD Street Pbilufs, Poaltry 

Cole, Newgate Street Savoav, Bead Street 

CoKTUN, Bisbopsgste Street Shttr, Haynsiket 

CuBTis, Old Fish Street Tms, Bond Street . 

HunNos, Haymarket 
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" FuiirfA— TL»t K Subscription he entered into for defraying the expenn* 
Kltendnat on prosecnting tie opnoEition to the bill ; that Mr. Comptfn be 
trensnrer ; naS tliat no monies be paid but on an application, in wHHnj, 
ligned bj at least tbree laembers of Committee, in Committee; and titat ' 
EUUScriptians be received by all the memben of tbe Committee. 
^, "(Signed) W. B. HUDSON, Cfcaimon." 

" The Commitlee met on the 5th of March, attliehonNof Mr^ Williaia, 
Alleq, Hi, Hodaon, tti« cbairmto, alMed, that he had had an iaterrictr vith 
Mr. Wilberforce, wbo recomm ended a meeting, hj deputation, between the . 
Apothecaries and Cbemials ; but on ■ fall coDeiderntion of circuuiBtancc«>. 
tbe Committee thought thii meaiure inexpedient. Tbe chnirman wM, there- 
Tore, requeiled to inform IVlr. Wilberforce of this determination. 

"It^BS fitso resolTcd to publish nn addreas to the counlrv Cbemiati and 
Drogifiata in the followiug papers : Timn, Worninj fierald, ChrmiicU, Ltigf, 
Ster, Cm:Titr. and StaUtmav. 

It iris resolved to retain Mr. Brougham as connsel. 

A Sub-Co mm it lee wns appointed to prepare the address, tbe Secretary ma 
requested lo draiv np the form of a petition, and the Committee adjourned 
to tlie Bt!i, on which day tbey met at the Globe Tarern. nef also met On 
tbelZlh, )5tb,irth, and 18th. Mr. Brougham being out af town, Mr. Adant 
ivas retained as counsel, aud Mr. Harriaon 10 assist at consaltation. The re- 
iutt of the labours of the Committee during the above apace of time it de. 
tailed ia the following report : • 

At a general meeting of the Chemiats and Druggisti in the 

metropolis, held, in pursuance of public iidveTtiaement, 

at the Freemasons' Tavern, Great Queen Street, Ijncoln's 

Inn Fields, on Monday, 22d March, 1813, 

Mr. Hudson iQ the cbair, 

The following Report was presented by the Committee : 

" Your Committee, in reporting their progress since tbe last general meet- 
Log, hare to obserre, that, after adrerllBlng the resolutions of ^at da; in tbe 
most widely -circulated London newspapers, the]' directed their attention 
lo the beat nieana of informing their fellov- trades men indiriduiUy throagb- 
oot tbe kingdom of the Steps already taken lo oppose the Apothecariei' Billr 
and to reauest their com muni cation a and suhacripIioDS in support of that 
object. This waa done by a circular letter, addressed to hU trbose Damea 
could be collected in tovn and country. They have now tbe gratiGcatioii to 
ttnte, that their exertions in this respect bave oeen highly succeasfuL From 
most pnrts of the kingdom tbey bBTe received the most hearty coDCorrence 
in their rjewa 1 ninny lowns liave formed iissociEitiona, and transmitted liberal 
BuliscriplioiiB— fiome have puhliBlieil and adopted llie BUbslance of the resolu- 
tions of the general meeting hs their own. Numerous subscriptions have also 
been received from individuali where^aasociations could not be formed, and 
com in unit 11 tin na liai-e been received from assocLalions promising an early 
remittance of their funds — fllniott all offering mure aasistaDce, if necesaai^. 

"Your Commiittc, in acknowledging communicationa or remittances, 
Iiavc not fiiiled lo urge upon their correspondania llie importance of aolidb 
ing their town nnd country niemhers to oppose the bill. 

■'TIjc cspecied rending of the hill n second lime, on an early day after tbe 
first rending, necessarily presented great difficulty arid inconvenience tO yonr 
Committee In prDparing tbcir opposition lo it i b[it in consequence of an 
interview between the mover of tbe bill (Mr. Calcrnft ) and one of tbeir body, 
Mr. CBlrraft very hnndsomely deferred tbe second reading HU Friday, the 
VGtb initiml, nn indulgence which your Conmiillcc acknowledged ivilb doe 

" Many Members of Parliament hare beCn waited upon, »,ni their oppoai* 
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^■t.tatli^liiUwriicilcd. Your CommitUe are hftpp; to tUte, tbatMTcral 
of Mien w«re fully aeosible of its obnoxious teDdsncy, mi othen wlio vere ' 
before unacquiualeil with it, bate promised to give it their BtleDlion *ad cod- 
•iOenilion. 

In ihe course of tlieir exertloni and inquiries, your Cammittee have 
found, thattnwiy.ApothecsrieB, both id town sod couDtry, vere Dot only un- 
BCquainted with llie bill brought JDlo Parliament, but that they irere avme 
to many of its provisions. 

" A petition, prepared uoder the direction of your Committee, is dow Io be 
bronjtht forward for your approbatiriti sad signature. A circnlsr letter foe 
Members of FHrliament is io the press." 

The following is a copy of the circular: 

"Sir, — The Committee of Chemials and Druggists respectfultfaoUcU your 
■ttenUon to tbe following proTiiions of a bill now peDdinR in Parliament, 
' forregulBtingthe Praetiee of Apothecaries, Surgeon Apotbecatiei,'&c. &c. 
'■ Section. Page. 

" 1, S. Proridea a Committee of twenty-EereD Apathecariea and eight 

Physicians and Surgeons, ' for ever,' !□ regulate not only the 

practice of Apotbecaries, but all tbe Chemists and Druggists 

ID England and Wales. 

" 3. 3. Eicliidea allChemisIsand Druggists from any rote orinfluence 

in directing the operation of tbe bill. 
" 7, 5. Enables the Committee to employ informers, under the de- 
scription of ' such other officers as tlie Committee shall ad- 
judge to be necessary.' 
'■ 9. 6, EnablestbeCommitleelomakeby-lairsfor itsownregnlation, 

adrantage, and ' interest,' and to alter them at pleasure. 
" 11. 7. Appoints medical prorincinl districts, luliject to the absolute 

control of tbe London Committee. 
" 10, 11. Empowers tbe Committee to determine the necessary qualiflca- 
lions of componDders and dispensers of medicines, and tiieir 
assistants. 
" £5. 13. Requires a sum to be paid for certificate of eiaminatioD. 
, •' 30. 15. Requires an annual licence to he taken out by erery Chemist 
and Druggist, on pain of penalty. 
" 34. 16. Licences may be refused on a charge of immorality of cha- 
racter, lobejudgedofbylheCommiltee. 
"35. IT. Appeatsfrom allpartsof EoglandandWales tobedetermined 
by tbe London Committee. 
' "43. 30. Giresgreat encouragement to informers, and provides a per- 
manenl fund for prosecntioos. 
" 47. 31. Gircs the magislrnle authority to imprison for small penalties. 
" iS. £3. Protects Ibe prosecutor under any informality, and affords no 

" it will be observed, that in tbe constitution of tbe CommittEe, tbe Apo- 
thecaries are to possess a majarity so overbearing, as virtually to reduce the 
Physicians itnd Surgeons to nothing ; and (be obvious tendency oFlbe bill is 
10 depress and ruin, and erentnally to extirpate, tbe compounding Cliemists 
and Druggists t for though tbeir existence is to be suffered, yet they are to 
he entirely excluded from any share or voice in directing tbe operation of 
the bill ; and fUe inqiriAitoi^ml power it will establish over them and their 
asalstnnta, must produce inrinile confusion, embarrassment, and injury. 

" By Ibe great CDCourni^cment held out to informers, any medical advice 
or interference on Itic idose urjent, or moat trivial occasion, whether real or 
pretended, may subject tbe Chemists and Draggislato frivolous andTCxations 
jroceedinga and penalliea. 

" Tlie clause enabling Ibe Commillee to make by-laws of an indefinite ni-. 
ture, may be tbe instnuneat of grievous oppression and injustice. 
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" The Ckenifts and Drugfitto conceire that tUek ku^ ezperieace ui 
making up prescriptions, and their eztensiFe employment in preparing the 
varioos articles of the Pharmacopceia. for the use of medical practitioners, 
must necessarily render them more competent tlian Apothecaries to compeimd 
medicines, and to judge of the qualifications of the assistants they employ 
lor that purpose, and it is scarcely necessary to add, that their interest and 
Imputation are deeply concerned in the selection of proper persons. 

" The annual licence will not only operate as a tax upon persons not re* 
presented in the legislating body, but may be withheld upon vague charges 
■gainst their characters—Apothecaries being the judges. 

*' Great hardship and injustice may arise in the country districts, where it 
▼ill be very easy for Apothecaries to combine against a Chemist and Drug^ 
gist, or to harass his assistants ; and much expense as well as loss of tine 
must be incurred by travelling up to London, from all parts of the kingdom* 
for redress from the superintending Committee. 

" Persons convicted in small penalties, on the evidence of a single witness* 
may be distressed and imprisoned on the authority of a magistrate's warrant, 
and the distressing party is to be protected under any informality, while the 
aggrieved person can obtain no redress but by an action at law. — A single 
individual, perhaps already ruined, against an organized body with a per- 
manent fund ! 

" The middle and lower classes of the community will suffer material in- 
convenience and injury from the operation of the bill. In large towns it is 
usual for Physicians to prescribe gratit for the poor, and to send them to a 
Chemist and Druggist for the medicines — and in populous districts, ineligible 
ibr the residence of a Physician, and unfavourable for the formation of local 
charitable institutions, simple remedies are often procured from the Chemist 
and Druggist at a cheap rate ; but if these classes are obliged on every slight 
ailment to employ a professional man, who can legally charge for attendance 
and medicine, they must encounter the greatest pecuniary inconvenience, or 
the distressing consequences of protracted sickness. 

March itd, I8l3. 

** First — It was retohed unanimously, that the above report be received* 

** Sfcond'^ResolvedtThtit a petition* be presented to the House of Commoss 
from this Meeting ; and that the petition, as prepared, be now read. 

" Tkir^^Resolffedf That the petition just read be approved and signed by 
the Chemists and Druggists of the metropolis. 

" Fourth — Resolved, That the Committee be empowered to put the petition 
into the hands of such Members of Parliament as they shall think most 
favourable to their cause, to have it presented to the House of Commons. 

•< W. B. HUDSON, CkairmmL" 

In consequence of the determined opposition which was made 
in all quarters to the bill at its first reading, the Committee of 
the Associated Apothecaries modified it considerably, and on the 
25th of March, 1813, sent the following notice to the members 
of the House of Commons :— - 

The general Committee of Apothecaries and Surgeon Apothecaries, think 
it requisite to inform the members of the House of Commons, previously to 
the second reading of their Bill, of the following circumstances: 

" 1. That in the event of the bill passing into a Committee, they mean to 
expunge from it everything affecting the compounding Chemist and Druggist. 

" S.That the idea of erecting a medical school has been abandoned, and that 
instead of interfering with the rights of the Royal College of Surgeons/ 

* It is not considered necessary to quote the form of petition. 
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thef whh to mftke It imperative on erery Surgeon Apotbcony to have a 
diploma from the College of Surgeons. 

**3, That the idea of uniting the different heads of the already-constituted 
medical bodies with Apothecaries and Surgeon Apothecaries in the superin- 
tending body, may be abandoned. 

" 4. That the yiews of the bill will be altogether confined to rendering 
the Apothecary and Surgeon Apothecary competent practitioners, by exami- 
nations, and obtaining for them a different mode of recompense for their 
Tisits and professional skill" 

The Committee of the Chemists and Druggists met at the Globe, 
QQ the 29th of March, and also on the 1st and 7th of April. On 
the 8th of April, a general meeting took place, of which the 
following is a report : 

At a general meeting of the Chemists and Druggists in 
the metropolis, held, in pursuance of public advertise- 
ment, at the Freemasons' Tavern, Great Queen Street, 
Lincoln's Inn Fields, on Thursday, the 8th day of 
April, 1813, 

Mn Hudson in the chair, 

The following Report was presented by the Committee : 

*' Your Committee have no«r the satisfaction formally to anuoonce to you, 
that the measure which first occasioned our meeting together is abandoned 
for the present session — the Apothecaries' Bill was withdrawn by the mover, 
on Friday, the 26th of last month, the day appointed for the second reading. 
The motives for this procedure are thus stated in the public advertisement of 
the Committee of Apothecaries, inserted in the newspapers of the succeed- 
ing day, as follows:—-' The great importance of the objects embraced by the 
bill lately introduced before Parliament for regulating the concerns of the 
profession the complexity of its interest, and the very extensive communi- 
cations from the country, many of them entitled to more attention than the 
shortness of the period allowed by the present session will permit, have in- 
duced the Committee to withdraw the bill from the House, in order that it 
may be submitted, in the course of the next session, under a more perfect 
form.' 

*' The petition submitted to you at the last general meeting was signed by 
a very large majority of the Chemists and Druggists in the metropolis. It 
was presented to the House of Commons on the 24th ult, by tne Right 
Hon. Geo. Canning, who previously honoured a deputation of your Com- 
mittee with an interview, to enable them to explain to him the particular 
grounds of their opposition to the Apothecaries' BilL 

" A circular letter was also distributed amongst the Members of the 
House of Commons ; and in the interviews which individuals or deputations 
of your Committee had with various Members, they had the satisfaction to 
find a general concurrence in the views, as to the oppressive and injurious 
qporation of the proposed bill upon the Chemists and Druggists. 

" The avowed intention of the Apothecaries to introduce another bill into 
Parliament next session, and the recollection of the previous harassinga 
the trade has experienced, cannot fail to convince you of the necessity of a 
continued watchfulness to protect and preserve the interests of all concerned 
in it. Your Committee, therefore, feel it to be their duty to recommend to 
tbe consideration of this meeting, the adoption of some measure fo^ this 
purpose, and at the same time to submit to you the importance of providing 
a fund, to be ready on any emergency, to enable them to adopt the most 



44 ISBB^IttWMSB^BnU^ A>AllXK>«iE». 



'-. 



sp«Mly aad moii effiMtaal measnref. ivillioM ibouring tbe^ffffiitf Isb^ar, 

inconrenience, and delay attendant on an txtsn»We correspondence w'jik Uie 

Country. 

t *' The amount of subscriptions already received is a fittk mortfthatf £500; 

iiid the expenses are now short of £100, wken the whole of the UurtnttS Ut 

concluded, they will be within £120. 

" Resolved, That the Report now read be received. 

" Resolved, That the present Committee do remain a permanent Commhtee 
fbr the protection of the interests of the Chemists and Dmgg:i8ts. ' ^ 

** Resolved, That the surplus of the subscriptions, after the expenses ate 
paid, be funded in the names of Trustees. 

" Resolved, That the Trustees be the Chairman, Mr. Allen, and Mr. 
Horner, subject to the direction and control of the Committee. 

** Resolved, That these resolutions be printed on th'e same sheet widi the 
circular letter to Members of Parliament, and senf to all the Chemists and 
Druffgists in town and country, in order that they may be accurately informed 
Of the particular grounds taken by the Committee, in their oppositvon- to 
the Apothecaries' BUi. 

. -<' At the same time urging those who have not yet sent their subscrijption^ 
to remit them immediately, that they may be added to the permanent fand. 

'* The Chairman having left the chair, 

^' Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be giren to the Committee 
for their prompt and persevering exertions in this business. 

W. B. HUDSON, Chairman. 

*' Mr. Savory having been voted into the chair, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of this general meeting of Chemists and Dnig>» 
gists are due, and are hereby presented to W. B. Hudson, Esq. (Chairman)' 
accompanied with a piece of plate, of the value of thirty guineas, as an 
acknowledgement of his services rendered the trade by his prompt, zealous, 
and unremitted attention to their interests, in the opposition to the- late 
injurious bill introduced into Parliament by certain Apothecaries. 

Notwithstanding the modifications in the bill, and the perw 
severing efforts of the Committee of Associated Apotbeoaridsi tx^ 
conciliate the three constituted jnedical bodieB, these. advainoeii 
met with no encouragement, and the Committee, on the 19th €i, 
Novembefj 1813, passed the following resolution '.-^ . t 

Resolved, That this Committee determine not to apply fbr the locmatioii 
of ft fourth Medical body fbr the purpose of examinations, if the powcfrs of 
the present Chartered Bodies can be so extended as to acconiplish the objects 
which the printed resolutions of the 4th of September embrace.*" 

This resolution was sent, with an appropriate memoriali to e^iph 
of the three bpdies^ and the following replies were received :'^..,^ 

JpoAeearies' Htfll, OcAAer^ 9S^ \^\% • S 
</ Rewlv^^ That this tCouft, after tskinjpr into eonsidertttlon thp me^norM 
addressed to t^iem from the Connnittee of the Society or A,potJbeca^ies ana 
Surgeon Apothecaries of England and Wales, together ivitn die re^ly '^r 
the Royal College of Physicians, enclosed to the?r nfteetioi^iali AiKeorbfilmM^ 
that thfe QDiJrtcflBannt entuHnto mensims tatmaf impi^ivitientivrasrvUi^, 
b^^HeQiiiu^c$((0nwi^jt]^tJl4aifi^i)0dy« . . . oV, .,u 

S. Backler, Cleric.^*" 
* ThW i^dHtlani:e'Of thCBie- rcaolntlbns liaa IsRSfM^ b^H irtafed. 
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Dr.* £fttbftm^ o» ' behalf 6f' the RotalColleok 6v PHTMCxiiini,* 
tttmsmitted a copy of a resofution as laid before the College at 
tbelast comitias enclosed ia a short note dated January 27 ^ 13149 
ki .wfakhhe stated that he was ^' sincerely happy in the proapeet 
afforded of matters being, at last, satisfactorily adjusted." 

Resolved, Tliat the President be empowered to inform the Right Hon. 
George Rose, that the Royal College of Physicians have no objection U>.th^ 
fi^mMioQ of a Bill to be brought into Parliament by the London Committee 
of Apothecaries, upon the basis of certain resolutions passed by the said 
Cooiinittee. and dated 4th of September 1813< provided — ^the powers therein 
contained be vested in the Society of Apothecaries as established by tbi\ 
chfurter of Kiog James, and providled — the Bill, before It shall be broaght 
into the House of Commons^ be submitted to the consideration of the College^ 
qf Physicians for their approval." 

This report, which had been drawn up by a committee, was 
approved by the College, with a slight exception, relating to 
Army and Navy Surgeons, which it rs unnecessary here to parti - 

culanzef. 

The following is the laconic answer of the Colt»eg£ ov Sor-* 

OEONS : — 

" Royal CoUege rf Surgeons, February 12, 1814. 
" Sir, 

I am directed by the Master of the College, to acknowledge the 
reoeipt of your letter and enclosures of the 8th instant, and to return you 
his tbanJss for the same* 

" I am, Sir, yojir most obedient Serraat, 

" Edw. BAi.roet(» Sno,^^ 
- •* WiA. T. Ward, Esq." 

A general meeting of the Associated Apothecaries was held on 
the 1 2th df May, 1814, Mr. BurrdWs in the chair. The report 
6f the Committee contained a detailed account of their reasons* 
fbr abandoning their original design^ and of the progress the 
Society of Apothecaries had made in framing a new bill, which 
they proposed to bring into Parliament at their own expense, un- 
der the sanction of the College of Physicians. 
*' The report having been read, Mr. A. T. Thomson expressed 
at some length his conviction, that although the proposed bill 
was in many respects defective, and by no means so satisfactory 
a?nd^omp!ete as the one which the Committee had been com^ 
pelted to withdraw, yet the circumstances of the caise ren- 
dered It advisable' to unite with the Society of Apothecaries in 
^e^Wortc Which they tad undertaken, and thus to secure a per- 
son &i!.le^st of those advantages which it appeared impossible to 
oiM^Q to th& full exteiit. 

. iMr* €^od, who haad been absent from some of the^late «ieet-* 
ings of the Committee, dissent^ from the -report^ and'denounced 

. . .:l.,Sw 1^ liftiidon. W«dic«|l RewM^WJi ^^l-^ WMfi» ^^ ' 
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the proposed bill ^^ as a measure wbidi bad been raked firom the 
musty records in which it had mouldered for two hundred years; 
to disgrace the enlightened period of the nineteenth century/' 
He objected to the omission of what he considered one of the 
most important features in the original bill— ezaminatioos in 
Anatomy, Surgery, and Midwifery. He objected to the inquisi- 
torial power being rested in any body of men, of entering pre«- 
mises under pretence of ^' searching for drugs, unlawful, deceit 
ful, corrupt,*' &c. ; and severely handled the clause which sul>- 
jects an Apothecary to a penalty *^ if be shall at any time know** 
mgly, wilfully, and contumaciously, refuse to compound/' 
or shall ^' falsely, unfaithfully, fraudulently," compound any 
medicines, &c., as directed in any prescription signed with the 
initials of a Physician. * * 

The chairman explained that a separate bill was contemplated 
for the regulation of Sui^ery and Midwifery — that the clause 
respecting the visitation of shops would be modified in com- 
mittee, and that the penalty for refusal to compound prescriptions 
was designed merely to give the Physician authority over the 
patient, and the treatment adopted, and not to oblige .Apothe- 
caries to compound prescriptions whether it suited their con- 
venience or not. 

Mr. Grood was not at all satisfied with this explanation, and 
concluded his speech by insisting, that the bill was ** a measure 
made up of restrictions, penalties, and imprisonments ; founded 
in tyranny and oppression," which he felt confident the meeting 
would reject. After several members^ had briefly expressed 
their opinions, Mr. A. T. Thomson replied to Mr. Good in an 
elaborate speech, in which he answered the various objeotiona 
seriatim^ contending that it would be unwise, because the whole 
of what was desired could not be obtained, to refuse a part; and 
stating that the Conxmittee were still on the alert, and would, he 
trusted, continue their exertions until, sooner or later, they had 
succeeded in accomplishing all that they had undertaken. 

The motion in favour of supporting the bill was carried by a 
large majority. 

The Committee of the Associated Apothecaries met at the 
Crown and Anchor, May 26th, and drew up an amended clause, 
which they desired to substitute for that which makes it penal 
for an Apothecary to refuse to compound a prescription, whichr 
with a few other suggestions, they forwarded to the Colkge of 
Physicians. 

The clause, however, remains as it originally stood. 

When this unfortunate bill was brought into the House, on the 
23d of February, the College of Physicians signified their deter- 
mination to oppose it, without stating the ground of their objeo- 
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tion . When the several portiomi of the bill came under dtscassioti, 
it was found necessary to make considerable alterations in order 
to meet the wishes of the College. The House of Lords also 
introduced amendments, in consequence of which it was rejected 
by the Commons, and it was necessary pro formd to bring in a 
new bilK These proceedings occasioned so much delay that the 
close of the session had almost arrived before the bill was com- 
pletedy and it was ultimately hurried throngh Parliament in a state 
which was not altogether satisfactory to the promoters of the mea* 
sure, although they chose the alternative of securing it in that 
condition, hoping to obtain an amended Act during the ensuing- 
session, and fearing that by further procrastination they might be 
defeated altogether. 

But we must not omit to notice the proceedings of the Chemists 
and Druggists, who met this bill with the same determined op* 
position with which they had encountered its predecessor. 

At a general meeting of the Chemists and Druggists in the 
metropolis, held, in pursuance of public advertisement, 
at the Freemasons' Tavern, Great Queen Street, Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, on Monday, the 6th day of March, 1815, 

Mr. Hudson in the chair, 

The following are the principal clauses of the Report which 
was presented by the Committee :* 
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' Your Committee, in reporting their progress since the last general meeting* 
liave to acquaint yon, that the Society of Apothecaries have procured a bill 
to be brought into the House of Commons, entitled " A Bill for enlarging 
the Charter of ^the Society of Apothecaries in the City of London* granted 
by His Majesty King James the First, and for better regulating the Practice 
o£ ApotbecAriet throughout England and Wales ;" and such bill appears 
to yonr Committee to be eqaaily objectionable as the former biU presented 
by the Associated Apothecaries, and as injurious to the Chemists, Druggists, 
and to the public at large. 

** On Monday the 16th May, 1814, a Sub-Committee was appointed to confer 
with a Sub-Committee of the Associated Apothecaries, on the bill proposed 
to be brought into Parliament, '* For enlarging the Charter of the Society 
of Apothecaries," &c., and to report to the Committee the result of such con- 
ference. In answer to the letter proposing a conference, the following was 
reoeired :— 

" Bloomtbwy Spiare, Ma^ 18M, I8t4. 

** Sir, 

"In answer to your fiavour of yesterday, permit me to remark, that I 
apprehend your application is made to me under the impression that the biU 
abtmt to be fntroauced to Parliament is a bill formed by the Committee of 
Awodtsted At>othecar!es, and that they carry it into the House. 

" For the information of yourself and the gentlemen acting with yon, 
permit me also to say« that it is arranged by the Society of Apothecaries, in 

•s 

^At'a meeting of the Committee, held at the Globe, on the 2d of March* 
18i4, MPr. Westt^ood, of 'Newgate Street, and Mr. Butterfield,^of the Strand* 
weftttcMed to the Committee. 
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toe remarks of the Committee to which I belongi and received, after some 
amcoduiaats are made which were proposed, the approbation of a general 
mcftiiig of Apothecaries, held last Thursday, to take the bill into consider- 

" I have the konoiir to be. Sir, 

" Your obedient humble Servant, 
" W. B. HuMOK, Esq." " G. M. BURROWS." 

**OnThur»dApt N0Vimber 24, 1314, the aoooont of sabscriptioiisaiiddisbttrse- 
meota was audited and approved, whereby it appeared that £530, frre per 
cent* annuities were standing in the names of the Trustees, which coat tiie 
sum of £503 1$, 6d., and that a balance of £36 4i. remained in the haodB'of 
the Treasurer | and it was resolved, that a circular letter should be aeBft t» 
aJl the Chemists and Druggists in town and country, informing them of the 
yroeeedings of the Committee, since the last General Meeting. 

" R$9owd unanimoiuly, That the report now read be received and approved* 

'* The Chairman then informed the Meeting, that the Apothecaries' Bill 
wai now to be submitted to the Meeting. The bill having been read aod 
diacQSied, it was 

" Knohfid, That it is the opinion of the Meeting, that the bill now read,' 
COfttaiiB much matter highly injurious to the Chemists and Druggists and 
^le public at large, and that therefore it ought to be opposed. 

*' Retolvedf I'hat a petition be presented to the House of Commons, agaiast 
ihe aforesaid bill, and that a petition for this purpose be now read. 

" Rn9li9ed, That the petition now read be approved, and be signed by the 
Chemitts and Druggists of the metropolis. 

" Retolv^d, That the Committee be empowered to take measores to have tha 
petition presented to Parliament, and to employ such other means as they 
iVall thinK fit, and mav be necessary for opposmg the said bilL 

'*Bnohtedt That the resolutions be advertised in the Times, Morning 
CkrMieUp and Cottrier, 

«• W. R HUDSON.*' 

On the 17th of April, Mr. Gifford was added to the Committee. 

At a general meeting of the Chemists and Qruggtsts in the 
metropolis, held at the Olobe Tavern, Fleet Street, Lon- 
don, on Friday, the 21st day of April, 1815, in pursu- 
ance of advertisements, 

Mr. Hudson in the chair^ 

report of the committee. ^ 

'* Vour Committee, in reporting their progress since the last, general 
iftaetliigt bava to acquaint you that, in order to carry into execution the re- 
solutions of tlie general meeting of th« 6lh day of March last, rehire to 
the bill brought into Parliament by the Society of Apothecaries, tlMsy HMt 
together the next day, when a Sub- Committee, consisting of the Chi^^nwiit. 
Mr* Smitht Mr. Allen, Mr. Cole, and Mr. Savory, was appointed to confer, 
with the Committee of the Society of Apothecaries on the subject of the 
said billy and that any two of them should bo competent to hfiSA su4|h von- 
ference, and report the result thereof. . • . , . 

\* Monday, the tSth of March, — ^The Chairman reported from the Suh-Coin* 
ii\ittee, that he had written to the Master of the Society of the Apothecarj^' 
Company, requesting a confeience with the Committee of the saicLSocietirft 
x)t tht suhject of the said bill ; and that he had received a letttur from, ^li^ir. 
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.■ <; IIV(iii«Mlay»ift« t5th <f Marcik.--The ChaHrmaB reported, ttiat Mr« Sftiilft, 
Mc^,$a?Ar]rv «Dd bimaelf, iiad waited upon the Society of Apottieeariee tiMtt 
day, according to their appointment» and that the Society declared it tobk 
their intention not to interfere at all with the Chemista and Dmggiata by 
their bill now ia Parliaineat, and they offered to prepare a clause to that 
effects tof be added to the bill, for the satisfaction of the Chembta and 
Druggists. 

' ^'-AmdMfyiheiOth of Marehr^The Chairman reported, that he bad received 
^m. firiiowing letter from the Solicitors to the Society of Apothecaries, inclos- 
liig »chiaae'pro|to8ed to be added to their bill, now pending in ParUament, 
iviejcenptiiig the Chemists and Druggists from the provisions and effect of 
tie said hill. 

*^ Sm, — tVe are instructed b^ the Committee of the Sodeip 
(^Apothecaries to forward to you the clause which they propose, 
ai the requisition of the Committee of your body, to introduce 
into the act now before the House of Commons, and whichy w^. 
trt^ti '^11 m^et the wishes of the parties whom you represent 

" The Committee of the Society of Apothecaries see with con- 
cern that misrepresentations have been made of their object, which 
is the improvement of their branch of the profession in medical 
knowledge. To this their vietvs are so entirely directed, that 
they have no disposition to insist on any clause which is notessen- 
Hedfy connected with it. If the power enabling them to purchase 
land{apotoer which was asked for only because the opportunity 
of obtaining it without expense presented itself) be a clause which 
excites any jealousy, and of which the omission would eoneiUate 
the Ch&mists and Druggists, they have no hesitation in stating^ 
that they shall recommend it to the Court of Asdstants not to 
press its insertion, 
-y- !■ ** We are. Sib, your obedient Servants^ 

** Fladgatb and Neeld." 
'' JBmex Street, 17 th of March, 1815. 

The clause proposed : 

** Provided always and be it further enacted, That nothing in 
this act contained shall extend or be construed to extend, to pre- 
judice, or in any way to affect the trade and business qfa Che- 
fHi^i and Druggist ; hut aU persons using or exercising the ^ead 
tvdd^iOf .who- shall or may hereafter use or exercise^ ^ ^ame, 
shM i»nd4nay use, exercise^ and carry oh the same trade in suck 
mBpner and as fully and (imply to all intends and purposes as 
thf^ might, have done in case this aet had^notbeen madsv* 

^VOtti* Committee direeted that the charter of tlie Applhecaxles., the nc,w 
bill in Parliament, with the proviso above proposed, and the letter p{ the 
w&MHi^ti*^ i^ Ajiotfatcaries' Company, shbuld be submitted to, tbeconhl* 
deMiMiiM»f€^ffseI. as to the effect the same migbt have on ttie Cbeml^tji . 
asii^Olvg^ail, ftnd that the secretaries should lay the same, ^ef(>re Oou^eJ^ ' 
irttlr*^rop«f hsatriietiofia accordingly. 
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<< AfMdby, irtJi April-^Thm seoretaiiet laid tefore th« QommiUM tke 
case submitted to Counsel on behalf of the Chemists and Dru||^istSf with 
•the Charter and BUI in Parliament, and Counsel's opinion theraon } also the 
proviso proposed by the solicitors of the Society of Apotkecanes, as aeitled 
by Counsel. And it was resolved, that the foUowtag clause should be reoom- 
niended to the general meeting, to be added to the bill now pendiag in Par- 
liament ; and that it be also recommended to the general meeting to request 
the Society of Apothecaries to withdraw the clause introduced into their bill 
for enlarging their powers of purchasing lands." 

Amended clause :-^ 

** Provided always^ and be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act contained shall extend or he constr\ied to extend to 
prejudice, or in any way to affect the trade or business of a 
Chemist and Druggist, in the buying, preparing, compounding, 
dispensing, and vending drugs and medicinal compounds, 
wholesale and retail; but all persons using or exercising the 
said trade or btisiness, or who shall or niay hereafter use or 
exercise the same, shall and may use, exercise, and carry on the 
same trade or business, in such manner and as fully and amply 
to all intents and purposes as the same trade or business was 
used, exercised, or carried on by Chemists and Druggists before 
the passing cf this act/* 

** Resolved unanimously, Th&t the report now read be received* 
*' Resolved utianinumsli/. That on' the insertion of the last stated clause ifi 
the bill of the Society of Apothecaries now pending in Parliament, and on 
the withdrawmeot of the clause in the said bill for the enlargement of t^ 
power of the Society to purchase landa^ the Chemists and Druggi&ts, do 
withdraw their opposition to the bill. 

** Resolved unanimously, That the last resolution be sentj with a copy qf 
the amended clause, to the Society of Apothecaries." 

At a general meeting of the Chemists and Druggists in the 
metropolis, held in pursuance of public advextisement^^ 
at the Globe Tavern, Fleet Street, London, on Friday, 
the 1 1th day of August, 1815, 

Mb. Hudson, in the chair. 

The following report of the Committee was read : 
" Your Committee have now the pleasure to report to you the termina- 
tion of their labours on the Apothecaries' Bill. The clause to protect the 
Chemists and Druggists from the operation of the brll, which received the 
sanction of the last general meeting, was agreed to without alteration, by 
the Society of Apo^iecaries, and subsequently approired by the Committee 
of the House of Commons on the Bill, the Chairman attended the Comini|;r 
tee with the Counsel and Secretary, and they had the satisfaction to find that 
the Counsel for the College of Physicians was also well satisfied with the 
clause. 

" The earnest desire your Committee had to malce some decisioa on the 
subject, that the trade might be relieved of the great expense and trouble 
heretofore experienced, led them to adopt evenr possible means to obtai^ 
a perfect understanding of the Charter of the society of Apothecaries, in 
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Older to form a clear idea of their own duty. Thig and the neeetsary 

attendance of the bill before the Committee of the House of Commons, has 
necessarily brought on a considerable expense of Counsel not before in- 
curred, the result however has fully equalled their expectations, and they 
trust will be satiafaetory to those whose interests they have been endeavoav- 
ing to protect and support* 

" The state of the funds since the last audit is as follows :— 



1815. 



£ «. d. 



Balance then in hand. 36 4 

April Dividends . . 12 7 6 

^bscriptions . . . 18 12 

August Dividends . . 12 7 6 



1815. £ a. 

Paid Postages, 1814 . 7 17 
Advertisements & Room 16 18 

Printing 3 4 

Now due. Expenses 
of Counsel . . . 
Agents of both Houses 
of Parliament . . 
Secretary'sBilljinclud- 
ing Printing, Adver- 
tisements, Postages, 
and Attendances 



11 

8 
6 



57 18 
23 3 6 



95 4 2 

£204 6 9 



Balance now in hand . 51 9 11 
Navy 5perCents.in hand 

£550, worth about . 500 Sterling. 

** Some further expense of printing, postages, &e., will be necessary to 
eonvey a circular letter of information to the Subscribers. 

" The Committee have only to observe in conclusion, that they beg to 
recommend to the consideration of this general meeting, that the surplus of 
the Fund should remain in the Navy 5 per cents., in the names of the pre- 
sent Trustees, to be appropriated to any purpose of trade for the benefit of 
the Subscribers which shall be sanctioned by a general meeting, and that 
future Subscriptions shall rut he less than Two Guineas each" 

" Besolved unanimously. That the report now read be received and approved. 
, ** Uesolved unanimously. That the surplus of the fund, after defraying the* 
expenses, do remain in the Navy 5 per cents., in the names of the present 
Trustees, to be appropriated to any purpose of trade for the benefit of the 
Qttbscribers, which shall receive the sanction of a general meeting, and that 
future Subscriptions shajl not be less than Two Guineas each, 

" Resolved unanimously, Tliat tbe thanks of this Meeting be presented to the 
Riffht Honourable Lord Lascelles, for presenting the Petition of the Chemists 
and Druggists to the House of Commons, and for his constant at^ntion to 
their interest* 

** Second Resolution, Re^nsidered and amended, and carried unanimously, 
' " Resolved unanimously. That the substance of the resolutions of the general 
n^eetings, be printed under the direction of the Committee and sent to all 
subscribers to the fund, in town and country. 

** Resalwd unanimously, That the cordial thanks of this Meeting be presented 
to the Committee for their unwearied and successful services in seeuring to 
the Chemists and Druggists the free and undisturbed exercise of their trade 
and "business. 

The Chairman having left the chair, 
' MV. Hiime was voted to it. 

'* Resolved wnrnvrnmsly^ That the thanks of the Meeting be ^ven to tb« 
Cbai|iiian for his' attention to t)ie business of t^e day. 

D 2 
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An account of the proceedings of the Associated ApoChecarieSi 
in reference to the Act of 1815, is contained in the Transaction? 
of that body, a volume published in the year 1823, and aUo Ml 
the IxMidon Medical Repository of 1814 and 1815^ 

The above brief outline is introduced for the purpose of eoor 
necting into one concise history, the principal circumstances of 
the controversy, and the policy adopted by the various parties 
concerned, in order that we may benefit by the experience of our 
predecessors. 

The avowed object of the act was to protect the public 
from the dangers resulting from the ignorance of unqualified 
practitioners, to improve the character and respectability of 
the educated Surgeon- Apothecary, to establish a school of 
Medicine and Pharmacy, and to secure to qualified persons a 
fair remuneration for professional skill. The result is emphati- 
cally described in the Transactions of the Associated Apothe- 
caries (Introductory Essay, page Iviii). 

** That it was very unsatisfactoiy may be seen, by comparing tbe Apothe- 
caries Act as ic It, with the Bill as first projected by the Association. Shovn, 
indeed, is the latter of its fair proportions ! The practice of medicine is 
doubtless placed under certain but very inadequate restrictions : but, whilst 
that of Surgery and Midwifery is still open to every unprincipled pretender, 
the Draggists are neither presented from making up Physicians' prescrip- 
tions, nor even from practising medicine ; no provision is made for securing 
A supply of qualified assistants; and lastly, while the public are thus 
denied so many and such great advantages, not only is the general practi- 
tioner not relieved from his burdens, but he is subjected to new and vexa- 
tious restrictions." 

Gray, in his supplement to the Pharmacopoeia, makes the 
following observations on the subject i-^ 

*' This Act has had the singular fortune of being violently opposed, ^ 
insufficient, by those who were its original promoters ; of being esteemed n 
harden by many of those whom it was meant to benefit; and of being look^ 
upoo with indifference by those against whom it was intended to act | Mnoe 
the Act was altered and restricted to those who pra§tise as Apcthecariest wj^ 
an express declaration that it did not extend to the Chemists and Druggists, 
whose shops are in general c6nfounded with those of the Apothecaries, and 
whose business differs no otherwise than that with the ^pensing Physitflau 
or modern Apothecary, medical practice is the principal object, retail and 
dispensing the secondary : while, with the Chemisi amd Druggist;' or old 
Apothecary, retail and dispensing are principal, and medical practice mostly 
confined to tlte counter, or to a few personal acquaintance ; a fortiori, the mid- 
wives, herbalists, cuppers, barbers, electricians, galvanizers, dentists, farriers, 
veterinary surgeons, village wisemen, and cow-leeches, are left iu full pos- 
session of their ancient practice, and may be conwilted by those who place 
confidence in them, as they cannot be confounded with Apothecaries, though 
the Chemist and Druggist may.'* • '^ 

Dr» George Mann Barrows continued bis eteriions as Okaif man 
of the Cotttnrttee of Associated Apothecaries until Atf^ust^ 181*?, 
nnd pointed out a variety of defects in the bill/ utrhich the C^td- 
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mSttee'SiiibmHted to the notice of the Court of Assistants of the 
Society of Apothecaries. But it was found impossible to induce 
4;kat body to take the needful steps for rectifying tliese defects^ 
and although pioposaU were entertained for applying to parlia- 
meist fbr ^n amendment of the Act, no decisive result ensued. 
•^ The Association continued to meet periodically for some years, 
th«ir chief attention being directed to the suppression of irre- 
]gular and unqualified practitioners, but their efforts were not 
seconded by the Medical bodies, and although the Association 
eoihprised upwards of 3,000 members, their labours in this par- 
ticular ended where they began. 

' The formation of so large an association of Apothecaries, 
distinct from the chartered Society of Apothecaries^ especially as 
ftiany of the members belonged to both bodies, is an anomaly the 
object of which it is not easy to comprehend ; it appears that this 
Association was, in fact, a revival of that which was formed in the 
year 1794, and which was also unconnected with the three con- 
i^Ututed medical bodies ; but as its attention was directed to a new 
object, namely, that of ensuring the competence of Medical and 
Pharmaceutical practitioners of all ranks, and establishing a fair 
system of remuneration, the result ought to have been more suc- 
cessful than it was. But the want of unity in the profession itself j and 
the party spirit which prevailed throughout the controversy, diverted 
the influence into so many channels that a partial failure was the 
natural consequence. The Chemists and Druggists, on the contrary, 
who had already acquired a standing as dispensers of medicine, 
by uniting their strength on the occasion, secured to themselves 
a! continuance of all their former privileges, although they did 
not at that time aspire to the scientific improvement which they 
Jvave now undertaken to bring about. Their Committee rer 
fjif^med the powers which had been confided in them^ and kept 
^a watchful eye on any proceedings or events which appeared 
'RlCely to influence the welfare of their body, or in which their 
/(Credit as Pharmaceutists was concerned. In the year 1819 they 
^iqallad a public meeting, of which the following is the ce|)ort : 

• > At a general meeting of Chemists and Druggists, in the 
/: • n»etropolis and its neighbourhood, held in pursuance of 
^' ' ' * ' public advertisement, at the Globe Tavern, Fleet Street, 
.^ ■ ; on Thursday, the 24th day of June, 1819, 

Mr. Hudson in the chair, 

The following Report was presented by the Committee : — 

^( s.'^Vudr DmmiiiHee hsre calked yon tog^htr on the presknt oecasioa to lay 

^6f^i|e}(fm 40^e iafariOAt^. reapeeting a bill wkich was brought into Par- 

]^Uaj»QQji fl.ut^^g.tbe.|>reseQC session, entitled ''A BUI for eatablub^ng; Regu« 



• 

IfttloQt for the Sale of FoisonouA Drugt, and for better prercfltiag the 
mischiefs arising from inattention or neglect of persons Tending the same." 

*' Your Committee procured copies of the bill as soon as it was printed, 
and met to consider its provisions, some of which appearing to them ' lilcelf 
to embarrass the dispensing of medicines, nod not calculated to efltect the 
object intended.' thejr prepared a petition to that effect, which was presented 
to the House of Commons. They were subsequently favoured with a hearing 
before the Committee of the House, to whom the bill was referred, and the 
bill was shortly after withdrawn. 

" Your Committepy however, being deeply sensible of the importanee 6t 
the subject, and aozious to employ every possible means to attain the o^eel 
intended by the bill, beg to recommend to the Chemists and Druggists, and 
ail others who vend poisons or poisonous substances, the adoption of the fol- 
lowing regulations in their shops. 

" First — That no arsenic, oxalic acid, or corrosive sublimate, be issued by 
any vendor, without a printed label of the name of the article, and the word 
'poison' being affixed to every wrapper, box, bottle, or other vessel conr 
taining the same. 

** Secondly — That on every wrapper or vessel containing any drug or pre- 
paration likely to produce serious mischief, if improperly used, the name of 
the article be afiSxed in a legible form ; and as many persons can read print 
who cannot read writing, they would recommend that printed labels be used 
where possible, in preference to written ones. 

■* Thirdly-^Thtit no person be allowed to serve poisons, who is not of 

sufficient age and experience to judge of the importance of the great caution 

necessary in avoiding the sale of them to improper or ignorant persons. 

** Resolved unanitnously. That the report now read be received and approved^ 
and that the same be printed and circulated as widely as possible among 
the Chemists and Druggists and all other persons who vend poisons or poi- 
sonous drugs throughout the United Kingdom." 

In the year 1824 another edition of the London Pharmacopoeia 
was published, and Sir George Tuthill produced the English 
tranBlation. On this occasion Mr. Phillips, instead of repeating 
his strictures on the work of the College, gave a specimen of his 
own performance in " a Translation, with notes and illustrations," 
which he published shortly after that of Sir George Tuthill. The 
merit of this work was appreciated by the College, as would appear 
from the subsequent appointment, of Mr. Phillips as the official 
translator of the Pharmacopoeia of 1836. 

Dr. A. T. Thomson's " London Dispensatory '* appeared in the 
year 1814, and has undergone a succession of improvements and 
amplifications up to the present time. The fame and merits of 
the work are too well known to require any particular notice ; it 
comprehends in one volume a sufficiently ample account of all 
the substances comprised in the Materia Medica, a very useful 
explanation of theacieoce of Chemistryi as applied to Pharmacy, 
a compendium of the three Pharmacopoeias, with copious notes, 
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and a list of substances incompatible with othert io eztoin« 

poraneous prescriptions. The tenth edition has lately been 
announced. 

The Committee of the Druggists' Association of 1802 met 
in the year 1829, in consequence of the vexatious proceeding* of 
the Commissioners of Stamps, aided by common ittformers^ in 
reference to the medicine act. Numerous penalties were in- 
flicted on individuals in various parts of the country for selling 
lozenges, and other articles, by weight, without a stamp, which 
had hitherto been considered le^al, provided printed directions 
for their use were not affixed. The mjustice of these proceed- 
ings became so glaring, that it was considered necessary to take 
some steps for protecting the trade. Accordingly a meeting was 
called on the 31 st of December, 1829. The following resolu- 
tions are inserted, as they show the disposition which prevailed at 
that time to form a permanent society : 

That tLe individuals composing this Society disclaim all motive of op- 
position to any act of the legislature. They declare their sole object in 
associating to be the concerting, in unison, the fair means of protecting 
themselves and the trade from the losses and annoyance in business to which 
they are subjected, on the part of the stamp-office, by prosecutions for 
penalties, under what they honestly conceived to be, and are legally advised, 
18 a misconstruction of the Medicine Stamp Act 

That a Society be formed, to be intituled, " Tlie General Association of 
Ghemists and Druggists of Great Britain,'' for the purpose of obtaining a 
judicial construction of the Medicine Stamp and Licence Acts, by assisting 
those who have been improperly prosecuted, to bring their cases before a 
Court of justice, and, if the acts should be there held to have been rightly 
tonstrued, for the further purpose of obtaining a revision of them by the 
legislature. 

That a Committee of twelve, with liberty to add to their number, be 
chosen annually— five to form a quorum : the Committee to meet once in 
every month. 

That a general meeting of the Association to be called by advertisement, 
snd by circulars to all the Members, be held twice in each year (viz. May 
and November) at which meetings the Committee shall report its proceed- 
ings* 

That the Committee be empowered to convene special general meetings, 
when any circumstances shall arise to render such meetings desirable. 

That every member shall pay a yearly subscription of twenty shillings, 
and in default of payment, after twp months' notice from the Secretary, h« 
sliall be excluded the Society, and debarred from all privileges and ftd- 
TAntages. 

That ' ev.ery Member claiming protection from the Society, shall lay be« 
fore the Committee a fhll and fair statement* in writing, of all the circum* 
Btaneea of the case upon which he grounds such c^ain. 
' That the Committee shall have power to receive, examine, and consider 
4ny claim for protection, and decide thereon ; and if the case be defensible 
at law, the expenses of such defence shall be defrayed out of the funds of 
t^e Society* 

Thbt the Committee be aiithoriMd to obtain soch legal adviee m they 
xiMY deem neeessary. 

That no money be paid by the Treasurer without an order, in writing, 
from the Committee. 
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« tXh«6 At mi|jr general meetiog by-law^ may be (Enacted, vbtoh iihaltbe/u 
^diiig;ii& Ibe origiofvl ruk&; but that no by-law U> alter or reH^^ 9nY(^ 
tie original rules sbaH be passedi unless notice be given in the circular calif 
W su6h general meeting. ^ •^i 

^ Tiwt Anditon (not being Members of the ComniitCee) be eleeUed'afir- 
nually, to examiBe and fass the Treasurer's accoimta, which •dcoamts^fliete 
be exhibited at the two named general meetings. 

That all the offices, except the Secretary of the Society, be honorary : 
Tbut the officers be elected annually, by the Memliers of the Society, at one 
of the general meetings, and that they be eligible to re-election. 

. Tbis Association flourished for several months ; Dr, Reec^, 
^lessrs. Midgley^ Ancell, Gifibrd, Gray, Waugb, Watts, Bing^, 
fUid Winstaniey, were among the most active members. PetU 
tions were drawn up and ready for presentation to Parliament, 
when an alteration took place in the law, the evil was at an 
ettdy and ^e Association was broken up. Mr. Hudson, the 
treasurer of the Association of 1812, declined to hand over the 
balance of subscriptions, as it appeared on maturely considering 
the subject, that the objects of the two Associations being diffei** 
ent, be was not justified in amalgamating the funds. 

About the year 1830 another attempt was made to introduce 
a reformation in the practice of Pharmacy in this country, and 
for this purpose it was proposed to address the government on 
tke subject, petitioning for an Act which should regulate those 
who follow this department. Mr. John Savory took the lead oti 
ibis occasion, and his efforts were seconded by the late' Mr; 
Hudson and Mr. Butler. The memorial which was prepared 
contained a brief and appropriate exposition of the import^mc^ 
of Pharmacy to the health and life of his Majest^f's subf^c^*^ 
the necessity of education and integrity in those whoseduty it 
is to carry into effect the instructions of medical men — the pre- 
valence of ignorant and incompetent persons calling themselves 
Ghemitte and Druggists, and the frequency of injury to the 
public from this source — the difficulty of detecting adultetatlofifs 
and the necessity of proper qualification in pharmaceutists, in 
order to enable- thrnn to perform their duty in this respect— ^hd 
advantages resoltafig from Pharraraceutical cducaticm in fdrer^n 
.e<Kn)trie8^*-*tl>e d;anger arising from the uncontrc^led sal^'<6f 
poisons by igiiorant persons; and, finally, the absolute nec^d^ity 
of some sanatory regulations for the elevation of this departttietit 
ill tbe:prQfefiBion,. aiMd l^e prtfteetion of the i^ablto. 

ftfr4 6ak>ry waited on a considerable number of the'CheMl^t^ 
and Dri^gists in LoiKion, soliciting signatures to this m^moHi!; 
but so little encouragement was given to the proposed measutie 
of reform^ that the project fell to the ground. A notion dp'^ 
{leai^ to prevail, tb*fc the trade had be^n so oftdn attacked, 
that it wsts hazardous to court a repetition of former a^nojaif oes, 



by intfodaeing so delicate a subject, and thus gfviiif the cue to 
Jiirt'rcs who might^ interested in bringing about a destntttlvii 
revolution. It was also considered by many to be a chimerical 
scbeoEie on account of the want of unanimity in the trade, and it 
seemed to be the opinion of the majority that it was 
*' Better to bear the His ve hare 
Than fly to others that we know not of.** 

Accordingly the memorial proved abortive, not from any 
doubt of its propriety or justice, but because the parties concerned, 
who might have promoted its object, were not disposed, in the 
absence of an exciting cause, to coalesce, and embark in an un- 
dertaking which would have involved a departure from the strictly 
defensive policy hitherto adopted by the trade. 

The rapid progress of the science of Chemistry, and the recent 
introduction of various substances and preparations into medio 
cinal use, had by this time thrown the Pharmacopoeia of IS24 
into the shade, and a new edition was anxiously anticipated. 
Some delay arose from the endeavour to compile, ^^ not as before^ 
a London Pharmacopoeia, but one which should include Scotland 
and Ireland with England," for which purpose ^' it was requisite 
to. consult with the Fellows of both colleges ; and as, on account 
of the great distance, this was with difficulty accomplished," the 
college was *^ constrained to abandon the negotiation, which bad 
been commenced."* There was, however, another obstacle to 
this project, namely, there was a considerable stock on hand of 
the Dublin Pharmacoposia, which must have been sacrificed at 
a heavy loss to the publisher (or the college), if Uie amalgamation 
had been carried into effect It must also be recollected, that at 
the time the *^ great distance *' was considered an insurmounta^ 
ble bar to the union, the railroads and the penny postage bad not 
come into operation. 

, In the year 1836, the London Pharmacopoeia was. completed; 
and Mr. Phillips, who had been engaged in the practical details 
of its compilation, was officially authorized to publish the transla*- 
tion. Among the most important additions, we may mention the 
alkaloids — morphia, aconitiua, strychnia* and veratria^ several 
prep^ations of iodine; hydrocyanic and phosphoric acidsv 
and a few conventional formuke, such as pilula rJo^i composite 
ipi^tura spiritus vini Gallici, &c. &c. 

In this Pharmacopoeia an alphabetical arrangement is adopted, 
from, which . however a few substances are excepted, forming 
separiate secttons^ Mr. Phillips* in his traaslation, gives explicit 
instructions fpr testing the strength, of preparations, and for 
detecting impurities. The known (or supposed) constitution of 
the v^riou^ compounds is explained by diagrams. and symboki 

— ■ ■ : ■ . . ' ) , . " ■ <^ 

' * ]f%arm£lcopo&ia Londineusis, 1836, Phillips' translation, preface, p. 7. 
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ft lift of Bynonymes is affixed to each preparation » tables of 
•quivalents and symbols are given in addition to the other tables^ 
and many valuable remarks and directions are added^ which 
make the work very complete and voluminous. 

The alterations in the nomenclature have been so much com- 
mented upon, that it is unnecessary to notice them in detail. 
Our only cause for regret is^ that the multiplication of terms and 
aynonymes has occasioned considerable ambiguity, which is not 
unfrequently productive of inconvenience as well as mistakes. 
Some of the alterations in names have little or no reference to 
scientific considerations ; as, for instance, pilula saponis composita, 
for pilula saponis cum opio, tinctura camphoree for spiritus 
eamphoree, mistura acacisB for mucilago acacice, syrupus fo^ 
syrupus simplex, &c. These changes are of no importance, 
except in a few instances^ in which they occasion a little want 
of perspicuity. 

The adoption of the imperial measure, in conformity with 
the Act of Parliament, by which measures in general are regu- 
lated, has given rise to some discussion. As the College of 
Physicians is authorized by law to publish a Pharmacopoeia, and 
to enforce its observance by those who compound and prepare 
medicines, it may fairly be doubted whether that body comes 
within the pale of the Act by which publicans and wine-mer- 
chants are governed, and as the Medical Profession has adopted, 
and continues to use ** Apothecaries' Weights," it cannot be 
denied that "Apothecaries' Measure" might with equal pro- 
priety be allowed. In adverting to the disadvantage of unne- 
cessary changes of this description, we may recur to Mr. 
Phillips's remarks on the libra, quoted page 35, which with a 
slight variation would apply to the recent change in the value 
of the term octarium. In the present instance, however, it may also 
be observed, that the old pint is more convenient than the new, 
as it admits of subdivision to a greater extent without fractions, 
and is therefore better adapted to the calculations of the Phar- 
maceutical Chemist Some medical men, in order to avoid the 
ambiguity which now exists respecting the octarium, use th^ 
term libra (meaning 16oz.) ; but this is no less anibiguons, as th<e 
Apothecaries' pound is 12oz. and the fluid pound is obsolete. 
Others avoid the use of the terms pound and pint altogether, 
which indeed, is the only effectual method of avoiding eonfhsion. 

In the year 1837, Dr. Collier published a caustic and acrid 
pamphlet, in which he disputed the^title of the College to secure 
the copyright of the Pharmacopoeia to Mr. Phillips, ennmeratin jf 
a number of instances in which translations of former Pharma- 
copoeias had been published without authority, among others a 
tranriatioD by himselfi in the year 1820| and the one by Phillips 
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in 1824. In this pamphlet he announced hk intention of again 
appearing in the field, and shortly afterwards prodaeed his trant* 
lation oi the Pharmacopoeia of IB369 with copbos notes and 
comments. 

The next event which we have to notice in the annals of 
Pharmacy, is the Parliamentary inquiry, instituted by a Committee 
of the House of Commons, in 1839, of which Mr. Warburton was 
chairman. The object of this Committee was to revise all the laws 
relating to the Medical Profession — to obtain authentic and satis« 
factory evidence in every department of the subject*— and to re* 
form any abuses which might be found to eaist. £yery person 
who was supposed to be likely to possess information of any im« 
portance was examined, and the mass of evidence thus collected 
was, as might have been expected, very voluminoua. The fire 
which took place at the House of Commons was an obstacle to 
the completion of the work, as a portion of the evidence, includ-* 
ing that which related to Pharmacy, was burnt when on the eve of 
publication. SufHcient materials, however, were collected and 
preserved to enable Mr. Warburton, assisted by Mr. Wakley and 
Mr. Hawes, to prepare a bill, entitled ^* A Bill for the Registra- 
tion of Medical Practitioners, and for establishing a College of 
Medicine, and for enabling the Fellows of that College to prac- 
tise Medicine in all or any of its branches, and hold any Medical 
Appointments whatsoever, in any part whatsoever of the United 
Kingdom." This bill contained no provision for the prosecution 
or punishment of unqualified practitioners, but it provided for 
the registration of those who bad passed the requisite examina- 
tions, and who were to pay an annual tax towards the expenses 
of the establishment, in return for which they were to enjoy the 
privileges of registration, and holding offices of emolument in 
the profession. According to the principles advocated by Mr. 
Warburton, the public were to be furnished with qualified prac* 
titioners in every department, and ample means provided for 
distinguishing between those who possessed the requisite pro* 
ficiency and others; but no penalties were to be inflicted on 
persons who presumed to practise without a qualification, it being 
considered that the public are responsible for the results of 
patronizing such persons. 

The machinery of the plan proposed by Mr. Warburton for 
registering medical and pharmaceutical practitioners, was so 
complicated, and the provisions of the Bill so unsatisfactory to 
those who advocated the restraint of unqualified practitioners^ 
and who constituted the bulk of the *' Medical Reformers," that 
the bill was withdrawn at an early stage : those who had beea 
engaged in the work divided themselves into two or three parties, 
and other bills were prepared wfaich^ were destined to share a 
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•Imflar fiite. But before entering on the notice of these fiitls, it 
may be a« well to advert to the operation of the Apothecaries 
Act, In reference to Chemists and Druggists. In the evidence 
of Mr. Nussey, in the Parliamentary CDmmittee, June 9, 1336, 
the following statements were elicited : — 

.S4. The Alt of 1B15, merrn to Chmnul* ud Dm^iil* whstioere^ 
ftitUtget thev pooeaied li tbe time the bill puied; amoDg which they 
reckon the pnrilege of preicribing anil diipensing in their own Bhopi — ioe* 
Dot thij privilege occuilaa mediciae to be practised by a number of persom 
Who hare not rmrired any regnlHr medical education t- — Moit uadoubtedlf ■ 

39. Wbf wonld yon put dovn unqualified practitionen of one deactiptioD. 
Whea joa inutitain in poueuion of a right to practM, an unlimited num- 
ber of perMiDi of aaotber deuription, vlio, for tbe moit part, liare recciT«l 
no medical initructinn vhiteverl— I do not admit that the Cbemtsta and 
Drofgiata bare tbe power of preieribini. 

36. Do lh«T not contend that thev hare the right to prescribe in theiv 
owa ihopi, aiul do tittf not eiercise that right 1—lbal may be, bnt the law 
li decideiily againat them. 

ST. Hai Any proBecutioa been instituted by your society against a Chemist 
and Drnggiatl-^No. 

SO. Sorely the Chemiits and Drnniata bare exerciaed that rigbt since 
]813 ?— Yea t but it is in prirate. We liare no meani of getting inrorms' 
tioo upon that f oJDt. 

From tWa it appears, that during twenty-one years after the 
passing of llic Apothecaries' Act, no attempt was made to 
restrain tiie Ciicmists and Druggists from prescribing in tlieir 
own shops, as tliey had previously been ia the habit of doing. 
If the Apcthecaries had the power of prosecuting in such cases, 
it is remarkable Lhat they enjoyed (?) it so long without exer- 
cising it. 

At the time the Act passed, it was fresh In the recollection of 
those who framed it, that " it was their intention not to interfera at 
all with Chemists and Druggists;"* butafteralapseoftweiity-five 
jears, it was found expedient to reconsider the words of the Act ui 
order to discover how far they couid be construed to meet cer taiu 
cases in which its spirit was said to have been violated. It bad by 
this time become notorions that persons who desired to establish 
a medical and surgical practice, without incurring the expense 
6f a proper education, assumed the name of Chemists and Drug- 
^ts in order to come within the pale of the protective clause, 
while they professed to act in every respect to and all intents and 
parposeB fis merfical practitioners. Some of these eqnivocaf 
"Chemist* and Druggists" undertook to cure every disorder, 
Sridperfbrmed Surgical operations of all kinds, both minor and 
enpitat, attracting a large tinmber of patients by advertising the 
Wonderfill cures which they had performed. TTie Apothecaries. 
Ki Orderte put a cOfilTruction on their Act favoafable to them- 
i6)v«s, Rnd which had not been contemplated at the time it waS 
_ .,._ .. • Seepage49. ... ..... 
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pas3ed^ consulted the i&ost eminent lawyers, and all tbqU 
iJQgenuity was directed to the task of demolishing the privilege 
^Uch had been abused. The words were twisted in every, vo^. 
rtely of form, and conflicting opinions were given. On ona side 
it was urged, that the trade or business of a Chemist was re-* 
^trjcted in that clause to *^ the buying, preparing, compounding^ 
dispensing, and vending drugs and medicinal componnds, whole^^ 
saie and retail ;*' and that the words " recommending," or •* pre- 
scribing," not being introduced, the clause did not afford pro- 
tection to them in exercising these functions. On the other side 
it was contended, that the clause empowered all Chemists and 
Druggists *< to use, exercise, and carry on the same trade or busi- 
ness in such a manner as fully and amply, to all intents and pur* 
poses, as the same trade or business was used, exercised, or car- 
ried on by Chemists and Druggists before the passing of this 
Act.*' It was well known that Chemists and Druggists were in 
the habit of prescribing prior to 1816*; but so many years having 
^lapsed, it was not so easy as might at first have been imagined, 
to obtain such evidence on this point as would be received in a 
court of justice. On this, therefore, hinged the chief difRculty 
of the question, and the first case which was brought into court 
was decided in favour of the Chemist and Druggist ; Mr. Justice 
Maule having considered that the protective clause entitled hitrt 
to give advice as well as medicine. But this decision was after- 
wards reversed by the Court of Queen's Bench, a new trial hav- 
ing been granted. In allusion to this case the Editor of The 
Lancet observes {Oct, 30, 1841), 

"The Act of 1815 has assumed a new form. Hitherto it has been viewed 
hy many as an useless document, or even as an instrument of niiscbief. B^ 
several it baa been felt to be a law of oppression and injustice, and thf eorlUis 
decisions of the judges against Surgeons and Physicians, while the .ui^qu^lified 
Druggist was allowed to practise with impunity, were regarded as offence$ 
against common sense and Justice , whicb few honest hearts could tolerate* 
Men of rank and medical education were proieonted by tbe Company, wliflcr 
tb^ uneducated pretender revelled in success and luxury.*' 

This then was the construction put upon the Act, wbi^h had 
never been deviated froni during the space of twerity-^six years, ai 
the end of whi<;:h period the Court of Queen'^^ Bench iset th&dd 
wppda to, a new tune., It must be clear to every reflf^cting mindl 
that trhe Iav?yers who fran^d the wo^rds, performed tb^ task willi 
cpnsuininate skill, since they obtaiiiied credit, frpm. both parties a# 
tl)^ tioxe^ and, paved the way for a rich harvest for the meoibers 
qC the legal profession. The intention of the legisiatura was so wel{ 
uji;ider$tood when the law was passed,. that the. words we(f9 4&teft» 
p^eje4 hiY ^^y p^i^ties ii> their true aad literal, sc^se^ b«t id w«ii 
pp]icjf in the lawyers to bave a double .meaning in is^iservefep 
their own future benefit. 

« gee pages 31, 87, &c. 
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. On tlie 23d of February^ 1641, a meeting* ooQvened by Mr, 
WaringtOD, for the purpose of taking into consideration the 
formation of a Chemical Society, was held in the rooms of the 
Society of Arts. 

The meeting was attended by sereral professors and other 
scientific men, and a society was established 

** For the adTanoement of Chemifltiy, and those branches of science im- 
Doediately connected with it $ fw the oonununicatioa and discussioa of dis«> 
coveries and observations relating to such subjects ; the formation of a 
library of scientiflc works, and a museum of chemical preparations and 
standard instmvQ^ei^ts,'' 

On the dOlh of March, Professor Graham was appointed pre* 
sident ; Professor Brande, J. F. Cooper, £sq^ Professor Daniel! , 
and R. Phillips, Esq., vice-presidents ; Arthur Aikin, Esq., trea*- 
surer ; E. F. Teschemacher and Robert Warington, secretaries. 
The council consisted of Dr. T. Clark, •Professor J. Cumming, 
Dr. C. Daubeny, T. Everitt, Esq., T. Griffiths, Esq., W. R. 
Grove, Esq., H. Hennell, Esq., G. Lowe, Esq., Professor W. H. 
Miller, W. H. Pepys, Esq., R. Porrett, Esq., Dr. G. O, Rees. 

At that time the members amounted to seventy^seven, and the 
society has continued to increase and flourish. Its object being 
purely scientific, it numbers among its members men in various 
professions, who are devoted to the study of Chemistry, and em* 
braces within its sphere every department of that science. 

The origin and progress of Apothecaries Hall having been no* 
ticed in general terms, it appears requisite to give a brief de- 
scription of the establishment in its mature condition* In the 
16tb volume of the Quarterly Journal of the Royal Institution, 
the desired information is contained, in an article by Professor 
Brande, who has described the laboratories and apparatus in 
terms so concise and perspicuous that the substance of it is an- 
nexed as a quotation. A few improvements have subsequently 
taken plaee in some of the details, but the following account will 
serve to give a sufficiently correct idea of the extent and capa- 
bilities of the institution : 

'< The principal laboratory is a brick baildiog sbout fifty feet square and 
thirty high, lighted from above and 8ub-di\'ided by a brick wall into tiro 
compartments, the dimensions of the larger one being fifty feet by thirty i 
and of the smaller fifty feet by twenty. Tlie former may properly be termed 
the ehimieal laboratory , all the open fires and farnaces being situated in it, 
and all operations requiring intense heat being there conducted. The latter 
Ml usually termed the UiU-funue, all distillations and CFaporations being per- 
formed there, eiclusively by steam, which is furnished in a manner after- 
wards to be described. Immediately connected with the above mentioned 
httlldiiig M a ehsmUai vfarthotue for such articles as are in immediate con- 
wmptioa in the laboratory, above which is a small house ibr a clerk, the 
whole being shut off from the laboratory by iron doors. The principal en* 
(rittce to tiSe chemical laboratory is through the mortav'Toom, which w forty 
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ftet lonir and twvntf •two broad » and appropriated to noitan, pNiMS, and 
generally speaking to all mechameal operatioua performed hf manual labouf. 
At its eastern extremity is a large drying-stove, heated by flues, for the desie* 
cation -of those articles which cannot be dried conFenientl; at a temperatare 
easily obtained by steam. At the west end of this apartment a room twenty* 
two feet by fifteen is dirided off, in which is an apparatus for the production 
of gas from oil, with which the hall and its yarious departments both extciv 
nally and internally are lighted.* Above the mortar-room is a gallery fitted 
with shelves for various utensils and apparatus opening at one end into a 
room appropriated to the use of the labourers, and at the other into the 
ttit-room, a small laboratory fitted up with the requisite apparatus, for 
iMinute and delicate investigations, and in which chemical teste and other 
articles requiring peculiar attention and cleanliness are prepared. Annexed 
to the goi^oom is a counting-house, behind which a room, twenty-two feet 
square, commonly called the magnuui-room, is appropriated to the prepara* 
tioD of that article, and also to the manufacturo of the most common Mllnt 
preparations. 

'* In a detached building there is a steam-engine of eight hone poweo 
wliich is employed, with proper machinery, for grinding, sifting, niturating, 
pounding, and a variety of other operations. There are also connected with 
the establishment suitable warehouses, shops, and all other requisite conveai* 
^nces for carrying on an extensive trade. 

" In the construction of the new laboratory safety is insured by the whote 
being fire-proof, and it is ventilated by a series of apertures in the roof, which 
may be opened or closed at pleasure. The main chimney is erected in the 
centra and has, opening into it below the pavement of the laboratory, four 
large flues, one of which enters upon each side of its square base. The shaft 
is one hundred feet high from the foundation and is accessible in ito interior 
from one of the underground flues. The flues of the furnaces, whicli are 
placed against the walls of the laboratory, are each supplied with registers 
and open into a common channel, which surrounds the building, terminating 
in the chimney as already described. Each of the four large flues has also 
a separate register, which may be more or less closed, or opened according 
to the operations which are going on in the various furnaces connected with 
it. The furnaces thus arranged are, A subliming apparatus for benzoic acid. 
A fbraace for the preparation of sulphate of mercury. A high pressurt 
steam-boiler. A reverberatory furnace. A sand-bath. An apparatus for 
muriatic acid. Ditto for nitric acid. Ditto for the distillation of hartshorn, 
and a calcining furnace. There are also a series of furnaces built against 
the sides of the main chimney, and communicating directly with ft by fines 
•f their own, which, as well as the common openings by whic^ lliey enter 
the chiuxney, are supplied with effectual registers, so that when not in use 
they may be perfectly closed. Of these furnaces four are chiefly employed 
for various sublimations and fusions ; four more retort-pots. The third side of 
the chimney is occupied by a powerful wind furnace, and the fourth by a 
furnace for the sublimation of calomel. In this laboratory there is, more- 
over, a very plentiful supply of water both hot and cold ; and an engine hose 
and pipe is always attached to the water-main in case of accident by fire^ as 
well as for the purpose of cleansing the pavement. Beneath the building are 
extensive vaults for fuel, with which there is a direct communication by 
steps descending in one of the angles of the laboratory. 

" The ftill-howe contains six stills of various dimensions and constmctioos. 



In 1816, coal-gas was made on the premises for illamiiuition ; in 1819, 
this was replaced by the oil-gas apparatus, which was discontined in 183Q, 
the gas being laid on from without. In the same year, a well (300 feet deep) 
waa sujdk, wticlx jwppUea ih» egtablidiraeut yith water. 
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twtlre pans or boilers, and a drying stove, all of which are exelnsire 1^ 
^ated by ateam snppliiBd from an ci|^t huadred gallon co^peiMioiler flawed 
in an annexed building below the level of the atill-bonse ; aad iho flaa mi 
wliich, passing under the pavement of the laboratories, enten the mam 
iMmwy already described. The boiler is calcnlated to supply steam under 
s. piSMSura of an atmeaphere and a-half, and is fed with hot-water by a 
(peeing punsp kept in eonatant operation by the steam*eBgiiieu 

" The main steam pipes, after ascending from the boiler, aeods off dt» 
Scendlog branches which ramify under the pavement of the atiU-bousa M 
dlMaaeU of brick^work, covered by cast-iron plates. These send off a steam 
^Iffi, fitted with a register cock, to each still and boiler, from which there 
passes off an eduction or condensed w«rer*pipe entering the condensed walet 
main, the ramifications of which accompany the steam main and delirtf tbeic 
eotttents into a cistern, whence the boiler is supplied with hot water. A largA 
hMoeh of the steam-pipe circulates in five convolutions at the bottom of tha 
^ing ato«re so as to heat a cnrrent of air, which is made to pass through it ; 
and another branch arising perpendicularly through the pavement is proporl]^^ 
fitted with cocks and screws for the occasional attachment of leaden or other 
pipes, for boiling down liquids in moveable pans and vessels* 
\'* la Ibis building one of the stills is of a distinct construction and heated 
by high pressure steam, supplied from the boiler already meationed in the 
description of the laboratory. Another still together with its condenaing 
pipe is composed entirely of earthenware. The former is chiefly used for the 
first distillation of sulphuric ether, and the latter for that of spirit of nitric 
eliMr. The stills and vessels are generally heated by the circulation of steam 
opoa. their exterior, but sometimes serpentine pipes traversing the liquor are 
employed. In the still-house all spirits and waters are distilled ; extracts tknd- 
pfaisters are prepared, and all operations are carried on which involve risk 
by fire or in which damage is likely to occur from excess of heat. The 
magnesia-room contains proper vats and boilers for the production and eva- 
poration of saline solutions; the apparatus for the precipitation of carbonate 
of msgnesia and a series of vessels for saturating alkalies with carbonic acid.'^ 

In the commencement of the year 1839, a commotion arose 
ainoog^ the Assistants of the Druggists and Apothecaries of 
London 9 who held several meetings for the purpose of taking 
into, consideration the hardships they suffered on account of 
their close confinement during every day in the week, Sundays 
ineludedy and the want of that recreation which their bodily 
h^nlth and mental improvement required. It was urged as an 
anomaly which demanded an efiectunl remedy, that while the 
Pharmaceutical Assistants were labouring to provide for the 
health of the public, they were sacrificing their own ; and that 
while they were engaged in an occupation in which the cultiva- 
tion of their minds in tlie study of Chemtstrv and other sciences 
was essential, their whole time was occupied in the mechanical 
druggery of the shop, which precluded the possibility of ac- 
quiring the need&il edooation. A Committee was appointed, mnd 
aiiter several discuieions bad taken place, a memorial was sent 
roitnd to the PrincipaU, respectfully representing the grievances 
cQmpkunfld of, and requesting them to call a meeting of the 
trade, fot the<pBi^se of providing a remedy* 

.Accordingly^, ft^meeting was teld oa the 18th of February^ 



THE CLOSINa OF SHOFS ON SUITDATS. 66 

J.83S|y^4it.wiHoh th&opmionB oa both sides of the question tretB 
f«lfy and har\f stated. Many of the masters advocated warmly 
the' e^spediency of adopting to a certain extent the measufes 
proposed by the Committee of Assistants^ closing the shops at 
an earlier hour every evening (except Satufday) and keeping 
them'Ofitirely'closed on Sundays. Others considered that, how** 
ever expedient this regulation might appear, it was neverthelasft 
impracticable^ on account of the impossibility of compeHiiig all 
pwrtie^'to adi^ere to it, and also front the difficulty of making 
aity law in a case of this kind which would be applicable to aU 
l^atts of London, it being well known, that in some localities^ 
business in general is in the height of activity at the time inthe 
evening .at which, in other localities, almost every shop is closed/ 
liie faaTdships detailed by the Assistants were admitted to be 
great and pressing, and the desire to provide a remedy was only 
equalled by the difficulty of finding one. 

After a long debate it was decided, that the meeting had not 
the power of enforcing the cessation of business at an earlier 
hour in the evening; but a general opinion prevailed that this 
\|0uld be very desirable wherever it could be effected. A resolution 
was unanimously passed, recommending the entire closing of shops 
and the discouragement of all business, except in cases of absolute 
necessity, on Sunday. A Committee was appointed to carry 
put this resolution, and bills were printed and circulated exten- 
sively^ ikmong the trade, containing a copy of the resolution, 
a^ ^ brief statement of the facts which bad led to it, which 
l^I]s were (designed to obtain the concurrence of the public in the 
n^asure. A considerable number of Chemists acted upon this re* 
solution, which came into operatio(» on the first Sunday in March. 
. In some instances, however, the adherence to the regulation 
w^B,but ephemeral; the Assistants*, in several establishments, 
CQ|nplained of the darkness of the siiop ; and said, that their la^ ' 
hour was considerably increased by the trouble of opening the 
door for every customer. They, therefore, requested that the door^ 
shut^t^i^ might be removed, and the new regulation was laid aside. 
In other. cases the. regulation, was violated .without. any reason 
b^irig, ^signed* ^bich gave, offence to man 3^ of those! who had 
adhere.d to tjieir resolution, some of whom followed the example. 
The ref^^lt. was generally considered ai^jUustrationol the difficulty 
o^A^p^iif^g for. a lj^rg^,l>ody of Qien, ina matter .in which indi- 
vi^^^ ip)^i)Q9ts ^nd.loiicaiicircumstianceaarelikeiy to interfere. A 
cqpsj^erii^ble nv^mber have continned^ up tothe presient time, to 
close tf>eir shopf^.on Sundays, and bavie h^d no reason to regret 
so doing." The credit oi drawing the attention of the 'AMsisUnts 
to ^fs^s^u^jfci.belenp to Mi:« Hewett^Ahe Secretary of ih^Ooin- 
mhtee^, ana Mr. Fuller, who acted as Chairman. Mr. Payne, 
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Mr. Hallows^ and tbe late Mr. Hudson^ took an Active part io 
the proceedings* 

In the year 1841, Mr* Hawes, Mr« Ewart, and Mn Hutton 
endeavoured to reform the profession by introducing a bill which 
was printed in the beginning of February. It having been 
generally understood that no material change would take place 
in the Pharmaceutical department, the Chemists took little or no 
interest in the measures in progress. 

The Patent Medicine Vendors had, however, already exerted 
their influence in obtaining the insertion of a clause which sectrr^ 
to them all their former privileges, and an exemption from any inter- 
ference ; but the Chemists and Druggists remained inactive, until 
the bill had been published and circulated. It was then discovered 
that the contemplated measures were very different from those 
which had been advocated by the Chairman of the Parliamentary 
Committee. Before recording the proceedings of the Chemists 
and Druggists, it may be as well to state briefly the grounds of 
their opposition to the Bill. 

In the interpretation clause, it is stated, that 

The words " FraetiBtngf Medicine," sball be construed to inelade within 
their meaning* the recommending, prescribing or ordering, either directly or 
indirectly, any medicine, remedy or application whatsoeyer, for the relief 
or cure of any disorder, ailment, or illness of the body or mind, or any 
part thereof, or performing any surgical operation minor or capital, or 
practising midwifery : and) the words " Medical Practitioner," shall mean a 
person qualified under this act to practise medicine : and that the words 
" Chemist and Druggist," shall mean a person who shall sell,'deal in, mix or 
dispense for sale any drug or medicine for the cure or relief of any bodily 
disorder, ailment or illness, sare and except such person as shall have ob- 
tained a certificate to practise medicine* 

It was provided (sec. 33), 

That no male person whatsoever, on or after the 1st day of February, 184t, 
be permitted to practise medicine for remuneration or gain, either directly or 
indirectly in any pnrt of the kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, unless 
inch person shall have obtained a certificate to practise the same accordisg 
to the provisions of this Act ; nor shall any person whatsoever, on or after 
the tirst day of December, 1842, be entitled or permitted to carry on the 
trade or business of a Chemist and Druggist in any part of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, unless such person shall liare 
•btftined a licence to carry on the said trade and hnsinesB According to the 
provisions of this Act. 

The licence to be lenewed annually on payment of a fee> 

Sec. 49, Every person not being duly qiisttied actofdidg' t# tite pt ofrisioiis 
of this Act, who shall practise asedkine for rcmuneratioii or gain, either 
directly or indirectly, or who shall carry on the trade and business of a 
Chemist and Druggist, shall forfeit and pay for every such offience, the suyn 
of Twenty Pounds, 

The penalty for employing an Assistant, not duly ijualified 
according to the provisions of the Act, was stated at Ten Pounds. 
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See, 5U In every case of the edjudieatien of e pecttniery pefealty usder 

tbis Act, and non- payment thereof, it bIihII be lawful for the magietrate to 
commit the offender to any gaol or honae of correction within his Jnrisdictiott. 

Coupling the definition of the term practising medicine with 
the clauses inflicting a penalty or imprisonment, for practising 
without a certificate, it is clear that a Chemist would be liable 
to a penalty of twenty pounds for recommending ten grains of 
rhubarb, strapping a cut finger, or explaining to a customer the 
usual mode of taking any medicine, however simple or innocuous, 
and that summary imprisonment (or a ruinous law-suit) would be 
the result of non-payment. 

The constitution of the governing body was also objectionable : 

A Covncil was to be elected in each kingdom every three yearn, twenty 
Oonnciflors for each. The several univertities and nedical bodies to send 
each one member to their respectire Coancils, the other memben to be 
elected by ballot. Every medical practitioner to have a vote. 

Hence the general practitioners, the number of whom pre- 
ponderates over all other medical bodies, would have a propor- 
tionate majority of votes. 

Each Conncil to elect three persons every five years to form a medical 
senate. The senate to make by-laws to regulate the edncation of stiMtoits 
and the examinations for diploma of qualification to practise medicine, or to 
carry on the trade of a Chemist and Druggist. The Council to appoint 
examiners annually. 

Chemists and Druggists therefore would be under the juris- 
diction of a body in which they were not represented, and in the 
election of which the Apothecaries had the largest number of 
votes. 

See. 39. All persons, being at present Chemists and Druggists, or As- 
Jiistants or ApprenticeSf claiming the exemption within twelve months, to 
obtain licences, and not to be called upon to renew them annually, unless 
tliey desire ; if they renew them, their names are to be published in the res- 
pective medical lists, and not otherwise. 

Thus a Chemist and Druggist who claimed the exemption, 
would lose his rank altogether, his name being omitted in the 
list ; and if he claimed to be registered, he would forfeit the only 
privilege to which he was entitled ^m having been in business 
before the passing of the Act. 

A few otti^t objections of minor importance might have been 
enuTnerated, but the above constituted the chief ground of re- 
sistance on the part of the Chemists. 

"^e credit of drawing the attention of the Trade to this Bill 
is due to Mr. Farmar, Mr. G. W. Smith, and Mr. Baxter, who 
met several times to consider the subject, in company with a few 
iftf tl^eir friendsp 

e2 
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' The foHowm^ is a report of one of the meetings held at the 
house of Mr. Farmar : 

At a meeting of Chemists and Druggists, held Feb. lOtb. 
1841, to take into consideration the draft of a Bill 
recently proposed by Mr. Hawes, 

Mr. Farmar in tlie chair. 

Moved by Mr. G. W. Smith, seconded by Mr. Baxter, and'rtioUftd, 

** That tbi» bill having been introduced into the House of Commons, 
and having for its object an entire change in the present method of con- 
ducting the business of a Chemist and Druggist, this meeting deenis it 
expedient that a public meeting of the members of the trade be forthwith 
held, to take into consideration the tendency of the provisions of the 
said bUl." 
Moved by Mr. Thomas Kent, seconded by Mr. S. M. Mayhew, and retohed, 
** That a public meeting of the Chemists and Druggiats of the me- 
tropolis be held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the Strand, on 
Monday, the 15th instant, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon.'' 
Moved by Mr. Warboys, seconded by Mr. S. Weatherby, and resolved, 

** That adrertisements of the intended meeting be made in the Timei and 
Morning Ckrcnicle newspapers, and also that circulars be issued to as many 
of the Trade as may be practicable." 
Moved by Mr. W. Lowe, seconded by Mr. Thomas Kent, and resolved, 

" That Mr. William Allen of Plough Court, be requested to preside at 
the meeting." 

" GEO. W. SMITH, Stfcrrtary, pro tm." , 
Mr. Farmar and his friends lost no time in waiting on as many 
of their brethren as possible, in order to obtain signatures to the 
requisition, calling a public meeting. Although they met with but 
little encouragement they succeeded in obtaining a sufficient 
number of names, and issued the following circular : , . 

" We, the undersigned, having seen with considerable alarm some clauses 
in a bill recently introduced into the House of Commons, and appointedfor 
a second reading on Friday, Feb. I9tb ; such bill tending materially to 
Injure the interests of Chemists and Druggists, do hereby invite a public 
meeting of the Members of the Trade, to be holden at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, in the Strand, on Monday the 15th instant, at eleven o*cloc|( 
in the forenoon, to take into consideration the prorisions of the said bill.*' 
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It is a singular fact, that those whose names were iattcfched th 
the circular had taken no part in the proceedings, while the ilame^ 
of the original movers and acting men were omitted. The P^ject 
of this selection was to enlist in the work those members, botL of 
the wholesale and retail Trade, whose interest it was thought de« 
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sifuble at cmce to secure, and whose namea were exteDtively 
known throughout the country. 

It was m this manner that several of the members of the first 
Council of the pHAftMACEUTiCAL Society were induced to em- 
bark in an undertaking in which they had no desire to take a 
prominent part, but having been called together by the solicita- 
tions of others, and considering it their duty to unite with their 
brethren in any measures which, to the majority, might appear 
d^irable, they found themselves obliged to continue their exer- 
tions in a manner which they had not at first anticipated. 

' At a large and influential public meeting of Chemists and 
Druggists, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 
convened by advertisement, and held on Monday, Fe* 
bruaryl^th,l84l, for the purpose of taking into considera* 
tion ''A Bill to amend the Laws relating to the Medical 
Profession of Great Britain and Ireland,'' recently intro« 
duced into Parliament by Mr. Hawes, 

Mr. GiFFORD in the chair, 

A letter having been read from William Allen, of Plough 
Court, excusing his absence, but sanctioning his appoint- 
ment as member of any Committee, it was 

Moved by Mr. Bell, seconded by Mr. Keating, and retolved, 

'*Tbat the provisions of this biU deeply injure the interests and lessen 

the usefolnesB of Chemists and Druggists, as well as affect the comforts and 

resQUFces of the poorer classes of society* whilst the immediate and press* 

I , ,iog wants of individuals would create a liability to informations* whidl 

would be a source of unceasing vexation.*' , 

Moved by Mr. Barry, seconded by Mr. Farmar, and resolved, 

" That it is the opinion of this meeting, that Benjamin Hawes, ae author 

' of this bill, intituled ' A Bill to amend the Laws relating to the Medical Pro- 

fessimi in Great Britain and Ireland, should be requested to defer for one 

month the second reading, to enable tlie public and all parties interested 

' to form their opinion upon its merits." 

Moved by Mr. Walker, seconded by Mr. Ince, and resolved, 

*' That Petitions be immediately presented to Parliament against Mr 
■ . Hawes*s BiU, especially against that clause depriving Chemists and Drug- 
gists of their right to prescribe and recommend medicines." 
Moved by Mr. Wilkinson, seconded by Mr. Mayhew, and resolved, 
r ** That the firilowing be a Committee, with power to add to their nam* 
t ber^ for the purpose of watching and opposing the progress of this bill, 

viz5*— 
WiLLUM AtLCiv, F.R.S. Chaules Daw 
Jo4e#h GtPtonit Edward IIorner 

Rich. Hot ham Pioeon 
Thrower Hbrrino 
Charles Barron 
Thomas Herrikg 
Thomas Walker 
Thomas Keating 
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TjiOKAS KuTLsn 



CuARtM ^DtDtTsnniD 
John Toller 
Jp8pj«?i Smit« ..,. 

UlCHARD^pATTLEY 
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leiiiji-'EttM^ • • '' 
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e, W. Smitii 
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Moved by Mr. Dinneford, seconded by Mr. Anstin, and ruohned, 

" That Mr. R. H. Pigeon be appointed treasurer, and snbscHptioiia M- 
licited from all the Chemisto and Druggists of the United Kingdom*" 
Moved by Mr. Keating, seconded by Mr. Watts, and resohed, 

'* That a copy of these proceedings be printed, and sent to every memb^ 
of the drag trade in town and country, and also be published in the news- 
papers." 
Moved by Mr. Herring, seconded by Mr. Farmar, and refolud, 

'* That the best thanks of this meeting be given to the chairman, for fye 
official performance of his duties." 

The above resolutions gave rise to a very animated discussion, 
and, although on minor particulars a little difference of opinion 
was occasionally expressed, there was but one individual present 
who stood up in support of the bill. This gentleman bad been 
deputed by Mr. Hawes to attend the meeting, in order to explain 
any clauses in the bill which might require elucidation, and the 
able manlier in which he performed the task deserves to be 
recorded.. In a large assembly, in which considerable agitation 
and enthusiasm prevailed, in which the bill was denounced in no 
measured terms, and each sally of criticism was followed by 
applause, this champion stood up, unmoved, and in a calm and 
temperate manuer, expatiated on the various clauses, for the 
purpose of proving that the bill, instead of being injurious, was, 
in fact, intended as a boon to Chemists and Druggists — that it 
was calculated to raise their standing in the profession, to in- 
<:rease their influence and extend their business. The meeting 
Jisteped with as much complaisance as could be expected on 
•uoh an occasion, under the impression that the speaker was the 
legal adviser of Mr. Hawes, but no change of sentiment was 
the result, as the data on which the chief arguments were founded 
were hypothetical, whilst the objections against the Bill were felt 
to be unanswerable by all present, except the speaker. 

Immediately after the meeting, the Committee assembled, and 
resolved that 3000 copies of the resolutions should be printed 
and circulated, and the Report advertised. Mr. Alderman 
Thomas Wood was engaged as solicitor, and J. Sidney Taylor, 
Esq. was retained as counsel. A. circular was drawn up to 
accompany the resolutions, calling upon the members of^the 
trade to unite in raising subscriptions, and preparing a petition 
to Parliament. This appeal was answered by a voluminous 
conespondence from all quarters, accompanied by subscriptions 
from many places. The Committee met on the following day, 
February 16, 9,1 the house of Mr. Pigeon, in Throgmorton Street, 
when a letter from Mr. Ewart was read, stating that the second 
reading of the bill would not take place on the 19th. Mr. 
Pound was added to the Committee, and a Sub-Committee was 
appointed to drc^w up a petition, and also to wait upon Mr« 
Hawes. 
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An interview having been granted, the Sub-Committee detailed 
their objections to the bill, requested that the second reading 
might be delayed for at least a month, and that a clause should 
be inserted exempting Chemists and Druggists from the opeiw- 
tion of the bill. Mr. Hawes introduced his friend Mr. Cooper, 
whom the Committee recognised as being the gentleman who 
had fought the battle so ably single-handed at the public meet- 
ing, and who it appeared was not a legal but a medical prac- 
titioner. Mr. Cooper acquiesced in the propriety of delay, and 
Mr. Hawes offered to expunge every clause in which Chemists 
were mentioned, but the insertion of a new clause, similar to 
I that in the Act of 1815, was objected to. 

I At a meeting of the Committee on Februai^ 22, the Solicitor 

reported, that Mr. Hawes had withdrawn his bill, and also that 
the Colleges Qf Physicians and Surgeons, and the Society of 
Apothecaries contemplated the introduction of a bill for the 
Regulation of the Profession. A Sub- Committee was appointed, 
which met on the 5th of March, and instructed the Secretary to 
address the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, requesting an 
interview with each of those learned bodies. 

The deputation waited on the College of Surgeons on the 
9th of March, by appointment, and opened the discussion by 
inquiring whether the college was opposed to the principles of 
the bill of Mr.Hawes ? and whether the three medical bodies were, 
as had been reported, preparing a bill in which the interests of 
Chemists and Druggists were concerned ? The President re- 
plied that the College had petitioned against Mr. Hawes' bill ; 
but did not intend to take any active measures on the subject of 
medical reform. It was their desire to confine their proceedings 
to their own department — pure surgery. They declined inter- 
fering in any way with Pharmacy, which they left in the hands of 
the Physicians, Apothecaries, and Druggists. 

In their official capacity as Surgeons they did not pretend to 
be able to distinguish one drug from another, and trusted td 
those whose duty it was to prepare their prescriptions. 

On the 8th of March the general Committee met, and th^ 
solicitor presented a copy of a modified bill just introduced by 
Mr. Hawes. This bill was considered no less objectionable than 
Jts predecessor ; for, although the clauses relating to Chemists 
ana Druggists had been expunged, no provision was made for 
the regulation of that body, and some parts of the bill were 
indirectly prejudicial. The solicitor was, therefore, instructed to 
prepare a petition against the bill for presentation to both Houses 
of Parliament. Mr. Morson was adaed to the Committee. 

On the 10th of March the Sub-Committee adopted a form of 
petition, which was prepared for signature, and the Secretary wa» 



instructed to forward printed copies to every town io tbe king4oiny 
for the signature of the Chemists in their respective loealities» 

The Sub-Committee waited on the College of Physicians^ by 
appointment^ on the lOih of March, and was informed that the 
College had opposed the former bill of Mr. Hawea, and intended 
to oppose the one then before the House. The College had 
consulted with the Apothecaries' Company on the subject of a^ 
billy but had not as yet come to any determination on the subjects. 
The members of the College had no wish to interfere with 
Chemists and Druggists. They thought it evident that some 
adequate education and an. examination should be instituted^ 
and proposed to form a board in conjunction with the Apothe- 
caries' Company for that purpose. To this the deputation ob- 
jected, stating that a board composed of Physicians and Chemists 
would be more satisfactory. The Physicians replied, that they 
had no desire to take an active part in the examination of Che» 
mists, and their only reason for proposing to join in it was 
that they might satisfy themselves that it was efficiently con- 
ducted. They inquired whether the deputation had any definite 
plan to lay before them ; and being informed that the arrange^ 
ments were not yet matured, they expressed their willingness to 
confer with the deputation at a future time when they were pre-* 
pared with a definite proposition. 

At a meeting of the general Committee, March 20, the Chair- 
man (Mr. Gifibrd) reported that the metropolitan petition, with 
6Q4 signatures, had been presented to the House of Commons 
by Mr. Alderman Thompson, and that when the Speaker inquired 
whether any members had petitions to present against the bill, 
above half the House rose simuUaneouslty, and a shower of peti«* 
tions covered the table. The House was aflerwards counted out. 
The Committee instructed the solicitor to watch the further pro* 
gress of the bill. On the 2d of April Messrs. Savory, Squire, 
Hudson.,, and Alsop were added to the Committee and also to 
the Sub-Committee. 

During the numerous meetings of the Committee (of which 
the above is a considerably abridged report) the propriety of 
establishing a society was frequently suggested ; but it was found: 
impossible in an. open Committee to come to an unanimous deci** ■ 
sion on the details of. so iipportant a measure* 
, The subject, hpwevert, .was not forgotten,> and the M^nbers 
of the Committee saw- plainly that nothing short of a permanftat - 
Assjpciation could secure the Trade against a recurrenceof the to- 
conveniences and annoyances which it liad from timet to ^tijite 
experienced during, the Is^t half century. An opportunity was 
within their refich) which might not speedily occur again. A 
correspondence had beei> opened with the Chemists in, all parts: 
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oCtiie country on a subject in "which all their interests were con- 
cerned; in the excitement occasioned by the threatened blow at 
their independence, minor considerations were forgotten ; and 
all appeared disposed cordially to unite in promoting the general ' 
wel^re. So little intercourse had hitherto existed among the 
members of the body, that a degree of coolness and distrust had 
been unfortunately too prevalent : and the failure of all former 
attempts to form an efficient society had been, in a great mea- 
sure, occasioned by the division of that influence which ought to 
have been united and directed with energy to this one object. 
But in the present crisis, jealousy seemed to be forgotten^ and the 
necessity of union was so obvious that the first step appeared to 
be accomplished. 

The ground upon which the late attempts had been made to 
interfere with Chemists and Druggists, had reference to their 
amount of professional qualification, although the arguments 
brought forward against them assumed a variety of forms, and 
were in many cases unjust and intemperate. However galling 
it might be to bear the taunts and imputations, there was no 
escape while the fact was notorious that no institution existed in 
this country for the systematic education and examination of 
Chemists and Druggists, and whilst no proof could be advanced 
that each individual possessed the needful qualification. 

It was evident that Pharmacy must be placed on a. more 
scientific footing, and that some measures would speedily be . 
adopted for introducing an improved system of education. It 
was, therefore, the policy of the Druggists to anticipate what 
was about to take place, and instead of wasting their time in 
fruitless controversy, to give a practical answer to all objections 
by establishing a system of government for themselves which 
could admit of no reproach. 

The prospect of attaining this object opened out a new field of 
interest, and some members of the Committee who had been in 
the first instance induced reluctantly to join it, by the earnest 
solicitations of their brethren, entered into the subject with 
increased spirit when the opportunity of raising the professional 
character of their body presented itself. But the task was one 
which' required the most mature deliberation and unwearied per- 
severance. The members of the Committee were not Unanimous 
either as to the details of the plan or the modeof accomplishing 
it,: and there was every reason to anticipate stHl greater difficulty 
in amalgamating the various opinions of the body at large oti s6 
intricate and momentous a question. 

On the 2()th, of March, 1841, several members of the Com- 
mtltee met at a Pharraaceutfcal tea-party, at the house of One 
of their number (Mr. Bell, Oxford Street)^ and hfter having 
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diseusied the subject in a friendly manner, agreed to a few reso- 
lutions as the basis of the new society. Several other meetings 
of this unofficial character took place, at each of which other 
members were added to the number, until twenty-four of the 
Committee were unanimous on the general principles of the 
Association. During these deliberations it was found difficult to 
decide what relation the society should bear to the medical prcH 
fession, and whether it should be a body entirely independent, or 
in some degree connected with the College of Physicians or the 
London University. Some of the leading members of the pro- 
fession were consulted on these points, but so great a difference 
of opinion, was found to exist, that the Committee abandoned the 
prospect of receiving any assistance from the Profession, and 
determined to create an independent body. 

The abstract principles of the Association having been maturely 
eonsidered by the Sub-committee, the subject was referred to the 
General Committee on the 5th of April, and the following reso- 
lutions were unanimously carried : 

*' Ist. That the permanent interests of Chemists and Druggists require 
that they shall immediately form themselves into a society. 

** 2d. That this Society he forthwith formed under the title of the Pbarma* 
CBUTiCAL Society of Great Britain. 

" 3d. That the Society consist, in the first instance, of such established 
Chemists and Druggists as shall voluntarily come forward in aid of its ob- 
jects and intentions. 

" 4th. That the object of the Society be, To benefit the public, and elevate 
the profession of Pharmacy, by furnishing the means of proper instruction-— 
To protect the collectiire and individual interests and privileges of all its 
Members, in the event of any hostile attack in Parliament or otherwise — ^To 
establish a club for the relief of decayed or distressed Members. 

" 5th. That at a general meeting of Chemists and Druggists, to be convened 
for the purpose of forming an outline of the Society, a Committee b« ap« 
pointed to frame such laws and regulations as may appear desirable for the 
attainment of the objects intended, which laws, &c. shall be afterwards dis- 
euBsed and completed at another general meeting of the Members.*' 

In accordance with these resolutions a public meeting was 
convened at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, on the 15th of April, 
at which the Committee presented the following report : 

Your Committee, immediately upon their appointment, opened a eoiii« 
munication with the Chemists and Druggists of every town in England, and 
of some towns in Ireland and Scotland, requesting the co-operation of the 
members of the trade, and soliciting subscriptions to enable then to offer the 
most powerful and effectual opposition to Mr. Hawes's bill ; and your Com« 
mittee had the satisfaction of receiving, not only promiaet of suyport^ ba$ 
liberal subscriptions from many places. 

Agreeably with the instructions of the general meeting, your Committee 
proceeded to the appointment of a deputation, for the purpose of conferring 
with Mr. Hawes, on the subject of postponing the second reading of his bill ; 
gQ which request Mr* Hawes readily Receded, and also andertook to erne 
from the said bill every clause having special reference to the Chemists aad 
DniggiBtf. 
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Upon the introdnctfon of Mr* VLnwe^n wcond bill, yonr CommiflM^ actiag 
iiAder the advice of their counsel and solicitor, determined to oflisr it their 
aiost powerful opposition, as the provisions of the latter bill had an injuriow 

flower over the interests of the Chemists and Druggists equal with thi^t of the 
brmer. 

Tour Committee, through their solicitor, thereupon required of Mr. Htiwm 
that he should Insert a protective and explanatory olauset which should lendfr 
the bill totally inoperative upon the interests of Chemists and Druggists. To 
this Mr. Hawes has assented ; and should the bill pass a second reading the 
said clause will be duly inserted. 

Your Committee, however, are bound by parliamentary usage to offer an 
opposition to the second reading of the bill, and they have eaosed a petition 
to be presented in the House of Commons against the measnre* 

The^ have also sent a c6py of the same to almost every town in England, 
requiring the members of the trade, in the various localities, to forward a 
petition, on their own parts, against the bill, and to instruct their repreten-* 
tatives in the same opposition. Your Committee had the aatiafiBctiott of find- 
ing that, upon a second reading of the bill being attempted, a large number 
of petitions were presented against it, and the House was ** counted out." 
Your Committee, though warranted in expressing an opinion that this bill 
will not pass, are jret aware of the undiminished necessity of watching any 
further attempts to accomplish that object 

In the progress of their proceedings your Committee ascertained that 
the College of Physicians, the College of Surgeons, and the Apothecaries' 
Company, had conjointly proposed obtaining some legislative enactment, by 
which the Chemists and Druggists were to be, for the future, placed under 
the government and control of these learned bodies, more especially of the 
Society of Apothecaries. 

A deputation from your Committee, therefore, sought and obtained an in* 
terview with the College of Physicians and the College of Surgeons, respec* 
tively, and received from the former an official notification that it was their 
intention to introduce into their proposed measures of medical reform, a 
pravision by which the Chemists and Druggists should thenceforth be placed 
under some legislative control ; and your Committee have, therefore, again 
assembled you for the purpose of receiving new instructioua and enlarged 
powers to meet present and future circumstances. 

Your Committee having considered the subject, are of opinion that the 
Chemists and Druggists are capable of self-government ; they, therefore, 
recommend that the Chemists and Druggists of the empire should immedia- 
tely form themselves into a permanent Association, to be denominated the 
« Phabmacxutical Society op Grbat Britain," having for its oliject the 
union of the members of the trade into one body — the protection of the 
general interests — ^and the improvement and advancement of scientific know- 
ledge. As the basis of such union, your Committee would recommend the 
adoption of education, examination, registratiout and representation aa in- 
volving benefiaial results to the public in general, and to the Chemists and 
DmggisU in particular ; and offering to the existing medical corporations 
$nd to the medical profession at large, a guarantee, that whilst the Chemiatp 
and Druggists are anxious to retain their present privileges, they ar« dia^ 
posed to afford every public evidence of their fitness to exercise them. 

Joseph GxnroRD, Ckainnatu 



At a public meeting of the members of the Trade, held %t the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the Strand, on Thursday, 
April 1 5th inst., 

R. H. Pigeon, Esq., in the chair, 
the foregoing report having been read> it was 
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Movedbf Mr. P^yoe, seconded bf Mr. Willuiifloa, «n4 rftpjttut^ ^ , . . ■ ' 
" That this report be receiyed, and the best tkunks of thiji iMeetivg J^ 

given to the Committee for their past exertions." 
M^fed by Mr. Dinneford, seconded by Mr. Hndson, and resolred, 

• " That the report be printed, and circulated at the discretion of the Cckti* 

mittee." 1 

Moved by William Allen, F.R.S., seconded by John Bell, and retoUfd, - 

** That for the pnrpose of protecting the permanent interests, and^lo- 
' creasing the respectability of Chemists and Druggists, an Association 6e 

BOW formed under the title of the " Puabmaceuticai. Society op OasAt 

, BWTAltf." 

Moved by Mr. Morson, seconded by Mr. Davy, and resolved, * t ^ 

" That the present Committee be requested to frame laws and regula- 
tions for the government of the society, to be laid before the next meeting 
of the Members for confirmation and adoption." - - 

Moved by Mr. Sarory, seconded by Mr. Gifford, and rt$olvedt 

" That the thanks of this meeting be given to Richard Hotham Pigeo% 
Esq., for the able and satisfactory performance of the duties of Chairmap \ 
and also for having afforded every accommodation to the Committee in 
f, their meetings at his house in Throgmorton Street.*' 

'NeaHy 100 signatures were obtained at the close of the meet- 
ing to a declaration which stated, that the undersigned const i- 
tflitedthemselves Members of the Pharmaceutical Society op 
GcKfLxt Britain. 

LIST OF COMMITTEE. , 

Allen, William, F.R.S., Plough Court; Alsop, Robert, 15, Sloaue Square » 
Chelsea; Bahron, CuARLrs, 6, Giltspur Street; Barry, John T., PIougH 
Court; BATtXRy, Richard, 53, Lower Whitecross Street; Baxter, George^ 
i44r. High Holbom ; Bell, Jacob, S38, Oxford Street ; Briqgs, Edwin, 4ft, 
Wigaiore Stre«t; Butler, Trohas, 4, Cheapside; Dayy, CuaIiLes^ 100^ 
Upper Thames Street; De Castro, Samuel, 25, Great St. Geor|e'f Placft 
Knightshridge ; Dinneford, Charles, 172, New Bond Street; Ellis, Jm^K, 
2^5, Upper Thames Street ; Farmar, Robert A., 40, Westminster Road ; 
FouLGERt Samuel, 135, RatdifTe Highway; Gifford, Joseph, 104, Strand ; 
GiissNySAMt'SL» 1, Ilarlojrford Place, Kenniugton ; H anbury, Daniel, Plough 
Court; Herring, Thomas, 40, Aldersgate Street; Horner, Edward, ^^C^ 
Bucklershury ; Hudson, William B., «7, Hayroarket ; Incb, William, ^1, 
Southampton Street, Covent Garden ; Keatino, Thomas, 79, St. Paul's 
Churcfhyard *f Lescbsr, J. S., 4, Cripplegate Buildings; Lowe, William, 4^, 
l^ackfrijirs' Road: Maithew, Samuel, M., Camhertrelt Gfden; Moivso^V 
TuoMAS, 19» Southampton Row; Payne, Charles JambS) 5, St#M^iil'i9 
Court,; PiOF.ON, Richard Hotham, 31, Throgmorton Street; Pound* JNlATr, 
TifEWi' 198, Oxford Street; Savory, John, 143, Bond Street; Simkin, 
Edward, 2, New Cavendish Street, Pordand Place; SMmi, Joseph, t9^ 
Hajmarket; Smith, George W., 125^ Lower Thames Street; Sqiji|(b, 
Peter, 1^7', Oxford Street; Stamper, Ralph, 140, LeadenhdU 3treet^, 
ToLLttt, John, 18, Conduit Street; Walker, Thomas, 48, TooIqjt Street j- 
Wauoh^ Georgk, 177, Regent Street^; Winstanley, Edward^ 7,. poyltijr. .. 

Immediately after the meeting, the Committee assembled; and' 

ordered 5000 copies of the. Report to be printed and circulated^ 

V ]^r. G, \y, SmUli W;as. appointed Secretary, conjointly with Mr. 

Farmafy astd Mr. Payne was added to the GoromHtee; <- 

- The ^rdneidefaticwi ef the laws was referred to the Sub-Gbm-; 

Ai?ttee, and, a« the 27th of April, a draft of the same, which ba4; 



been prepared for discussiof), was ordered to be printed : Sequent 
fheetihgs took place, during which every clause was discuased 
and canvassed in all its bearings ; a variety of amendments weit 
made^ and» on the 25th of May, the Laws were submitted to the 
General Committee in their complete state. 

During the period in which the laws were in course of prepa- 
ration, which occupied nearly two months, enquiries were oot 
un/jrequently made by those who were not on the Committee, re- 
specting the progress of the society, and surprise was expressed 
at the apparent cessation of the work which had been under- 
taken. The excitement which had been occasioned by Mr. 
Hawes^s bill had in some measure subsided, when that measure 
was withdrawn ; the official correspondence had almost ceased, 
and it was feared that an impression might prevail that the project 
was falling to the ground. 

In order to keep up the interest in what was going on, -and to 
prQmote the good feeling which had recently been evinced by 
the members of the trade, a pharmaceutical meeting was held on 
the 11th of May, at 338, Oxford Street, to which medical menwi 
well as Chemists and Druggists were invited. A paper, on the 
Constitution of the Pharmaceutical Society, was read ; and, at 
the suggestion of several persons present, a few copies were 
pnnted and circulated. An opportunity was afforded on the above 
occasion of explaining the measures which were in progress for 
the establishment of the society, and the favourable reception 
which this explanation met with, together with the good attend-^ 
ance at the meeting, more than realized the objects for which it 
w^s beld ; and five other meetings for the discussion of subjects 
relating to Pharmacy were announced as an experiment, with a 
view to the permanent establishment of similar scientific assem- 
blies by the society. 

' 'On the 25th of 'May, the general Committee having discussed 
and! approved the laws which had been prepared by the Sub- 
committee, resolved to convene a public meeting of the Members^ 
which was held at the Crown and Anchor, on Tuesday, the 1st 
of June, and at which they presented the following report, to- 
other with the draft of the Laws : 

^^A^eably^th yotir instructions and in conformity with tlid^ principles 
laid down in the last report, your Committee have prepared the fundamental 
Uw^ of the Pfaamiacetttidal Society in such a manner as ahiall leave' to everj 
one; tHuJiher Principal, Assistant, or Apprentice, all rights and privileges 
emojed, by his predecessors; whilst regulatiooa are piK>poiied. whieb ftlpall 
assure io the public and the profession the competence of such Chemists and 
Drtkggists as shall be members of this Society. ',, 

• I'PiieaatLtAiaiifirhkh prevaQs among Chemists and Drtrggistc/, u]^oti'thfe 
expediency aii4^ . nt otsinty of establishing an Associiiition* for DittipuirpMft of 
protecting; tlieic interests* induces. thfi,..CDnuii|tCp^ to Jiope* (bftt^ihe t4<B6 
lenity of sentimeat wilt prevail in carrying oat the dettuls oi tUsMnportimt 
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The ioflnence whkh Chttnists and DraggvtB possess as a body wben their 
efforts are ^ombiDed, bas been demonstrated in a manner wblcb affords erery 
encouragement to. perseverance. It is equally manifest, tbat if they relax in 
their ezertions* or allow any minor considerations to interfere with the 
sealous and harmonioiia performance of the duty which they owe to them- 
selFcs, tliey will inevitably sacrifice their independence and be deprived of 
many of their existing privileges, by becoming subject to extraneous jurifidic- 
tion. It mnst be recollected that the Society is of a public nature, and involves 
Ihe prosperity of Chemists and Druggists as a body throughout the kingdom* 
It is only by the combined and continued efforts of individuals that a scheme 
BO comprehensive and laborious can be effected ; and these efforts to be suc- 
cessful, must be supported by all those who are interested in its accomplish- 
ment. 

In drawing ep the fandamental regulations of the Societyi your Com«> 
mtttee have carefiUJ^ |^uarded against the possibility of those abuses which 
have often arisen in similar institutions ; and while they have vested in the 
Council sufficient powers to render their services effective, they have made 
them entirely responsible to, and to be elected by, the members at large. 

To Chemists and Druggists now established, this Society offers the means 
of extending pharmacentical knowledge by the establishment of a recognised 
medium through which discoveries and improvements may be promulgated ; 
whilst the institution of a school of pharmacy — the development of scientific 
acquirements, and the exhibition of existing talent, will tend to confirm the 
eonfidence of the pnblic» and remove our apparent deficiency as pharmaoopo- 
lists, when compared with other nations. 

To Assistants it will afford the means of practical improrementy and an 
opportunity of obtaining honorary distinction. 

lb Apprentices the Society offers an immediate recognition of their 
admission to the trade, and holds out a sufficient indncement for indnstrious 
and studious habits, by affording the prospect of participation in the elevaled 
position and character which will hereafter appertain to those who practise 
pharmacy. 

The course of education proposed, embraces only such subjects as should 
be known by every person presuming to dispense prescriptions^ aadthoagh 
at the outset it would not be stringently enforced, it will be the dn^ of the 
Council to extend the examination as circumstances may require. 

By the regulations under the head of Education and Examination, all 
existing Chemists and Druggists have the opportunity of escaping any 
restriction or ordeal which may be imposed upon their soccessors ; and fai 
Order to enjoy thife exeftiption, nothing is demanded from theai but Uiat 
they shall unite in supporting an institution which the protection of tiieir 
interests has rendered necessary. 

The establishment of an examination in the classics for all future Appren- 
tices, will ensure the possession of that preliminary education which is 
essentially necessary for the creditable performance of their duties, sttd 
their ultimate success as pharmaceutists ; and the increased importance and 
respectability which will be conferred upon pharmacy by means of this Society 
will induce many of the more weidtby classes (0 detrote thSmselres to its 
pursuit. 

In order to establish among the Chemists and Druggists of the empire a 
substantial and permanent bond of union* and also to supply a deficiency 
wbloh has hitherto existed, your Committee recommend the foundadon of 
H fund for the relief of the distressed* the widow» and 4he of pbaa ^ and* 
taking encouragement from the example and auccess of other bodies, they 
trust that this collateral object of the Society will obtain universal support. 

The Committee have the satisfaction of stating, that a comtnunication has 
been veceired from Paris, intimating a desire, 00 the part of some of the 
IcMliDf nemhsii of the Society ol Pharmacy in thM. citjib t^^stahlish m 
■cientmc correspondence with ** Thb Phasicicxutical Socibtt or GmiAV 



Britain ;** uid orertures of a tlmilAr cbancter liaye been made on behalf 
of the College of PhM-macy in Philadelphia. The Chemists and Druggiste 
of Scotland and Ireland have also expressed considerable interest in the 
undertaking. 

Your Committee, therefore, conmtnlate you on the circumstance, that, 
although the Chemists and Druggists of Great Britain united in the first 
instance merely for the purpose of self-defence, in support of their acknow- 
ledged rights, that union has resulted in the Creation of a National Institu- 
tion for the advancement of Pharmacy, which Will be enabled to carry on a 
correspondence with similar institutions throughout the world. 

The establishment of such correspondence — the formation of this Institu- 
tion — and the successful result of the opposition to the bill of Mr. Hawes, 
will ever be regarded by your Committee as a gratifying recompense for 
tlieir past exertions. 

JoupH GirrORD, Chatrman, 

R. H. PiOEOBy Esq.y took the chair. 
And the report of the Committee baring been read, it wad 

AlQyed by Mr. SaFory, seconded by Mr. Morson^ and resolved unaninunulf, 
** That the report now read be adopted and printed for circulation." 
The Laws of Tub FHAaHAcxuTiCAL Soobtt baring been submitted to the 
■Mating, it was 

MoTed by William Allen, F.R.S, seconded by John Bell, and resolved unaM* 
moutly, 

** That the Laws now read be passed under their separate heads." 
Moved by Mr. Keating, seconded by Mr. Dinneford, and reeolved unmtiwHm$ly, 
** That the^aws now read and passed be adopted as the Lawa of *' Tub 
Pbarmacbutical SociETy OF Great Britain." 
MoFed by Mr. Hulse, seconded by Mr. Yarde, and retolved unanmou$lif, 

" Thai the several member* of the Committee be the first Council of 
the Society, and do continue in office, exercising all the functions and 
daties proFided by the Laws of the Institution, until the general meeting 
io May, l84S ; from which period the Council shall consist of twen^T" 
one Members only, to be elected according to tha Laws*" 
Moved by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Butler, and resolved unanifnously, 
" That Messrs. Hallows, Redwood, Yarde, F. J. Bell, and Edwards bt 
appointed Auditors." 
Moved by Mr^ Hallows, seconded by Mr. Edwards, and retolved unanimouelj^^ 
*' That the thanks of this meeting be given to the Metropolitan Com* 
inittee, for their earnest and socccssfnl exertions in support of the privi<* 
leges of Chemists and Druggists, and especially lor having laid the founda- 
tion of a National JnUiiution for the elevation and advancement of 
Pharmacy." 
Moved by Mr. Thomas Herring, seconded by Mr. Wilkiasouv and resolved 
unanimouehf, 

'* That the thanks of this osecting be given to Richard Hotham Pigeon* 
£s^ ior hia efficiaat perfonnanee of the duties of Chairman." 

G:w:l:r."'{ «'-«-">'• 

On the 17th of June a pamphlet was published, entitled 
0%ex.%VA7iOTiiBaddret$ed to the Chemists and Druggists of Oreat 
Stitain on the Pharmaceutical Society, by Jacob Sell, This 
was intended as a general answer to enquiries and animadversions 
daily received by the Author, in consequence of an extensive 
€<m«i(K>iu)eDce which he had opened on the subject ; and abote 
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i?,tJO(J^ copies were transmitted to various parts of the country 
duiiag the interval between the appointaient of the Couacii and 
iike publication of their first official address, 
t-' Siirly <n July the Council issued their first address to the 
l^heitiists and Druggists of Great Britain, of which upwards of 
^QPO copies were circulated, and fresh members were daily 
fidded to the society. In this, as on former occastons, the want 
bf an authentic list was found to be a great disadvantage, as 
ttinn^ Chemists and Druggists in the country, especially in smalt 
towns, received no intimation of what was going on, whii« 
several hundred letters were returned, the parties having left buti- 
fl«BS, or the directions being incorrect. This is an additional 
proof of the advantage of a complete registration of the mem- 
bers of tlie body, which will, it is to be hoped, result from the 
fermatbti of the society. 

The Address of the Council is inserted, as it completes the 
dhain of documents connected with the subject, and may pro* 
b;ibly be referred to with some degree of interest at a falore 
tame» * 

ADDRESS. 

• • In entering on their official duties, the Council of the Pfaarmacentieal 
$ocietj'«re most anxious to draw the attention of the Chemists and Drug- 
g^sto -pf Great Britain to the immediate neccFsity of uniting their strength' 
and influence to meet the emergencies of the present crisis. They consider 
tl^at^ ia hwing successfully opposed the bills lately brought before Parlia- 
ment, they have only commenced the duty which they itre called upon tO' 
perform! and that the fear of injury on the one hand, and thepro^etoP 
siibstaotial improvement on the other, ought to stimulate all their biisihfea* 
tp assist them in the important work which they have undertaketi. 

.Chemists and Druggists have long had reason to regret the want' of a 
iini^a of their influence for mutual benefit and protection, and of a uniform 
education luid internal government among themselves, as ameansoftub^ 
st^tttiatiog their claim to public confidence ; being conscious that as long as 
these diefeets exist, they may expect to be assailed by obnoxious nspatal^nit 
cin the part of those medical reformers who are endeavouring to enforee a 
system of extraneous restrictions and supervision. 

If '* the Trade" is to be protected merely as a trade, and Actsof PArliament 
pjofessedly designed for its reformation are to be opposed solely on tht^* 
ground of self-interest, the task of self-defence will be endless, and probably 
iltTsuccessful, while the exertions wasted on such struggles can reflect no credit 
on the -spirit or integrity of those who are thus engaged^; but if, aware that' 
some regnhitioiia may be required, we endeavour to supply the deftetetfey/ 
which \s urged as a pretext for hostile proceedings, we shall secBc^^rselvos 
against' the possibility of persecution. 

The importance which Chemists and Druggists have obtained as ahranch 
oifltbe< medical profiession, the reputation which many tkmong tliem hare ac»^ 
quired in^lividually in their own department* and the great accesstoa oi tmm- 
bers which now swells their ranks, demand the estaQishn^ent of some jh^Pt'. 
cfous regylatidps which shall place them in a safe and creditable position ^.> 
a' body, ' ' , . • 

"'^ho^e among us who take a real interest in our scientific art, puoice at tlMi; 
d^pdrtiitnily whicliis^ now aiforded of placing the *' trade " of a Chemist and ' 
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Drnnist on 4 professional footinsr, and effecting a union of our 

torcra for nititual benefit and advancement. By these meaoe taleuti, wliloli 
luMe hittiertolaiii doi^oiant, will be exerted into action, a harmonioua inter- 
course will take tbe placo 9i reciprocal jtaioeiy and distrust, mmI till the col^ 
JectiYA influence wo possess will become aFailable in attniolng tbo dc^rrd 
^mproFcment among ourselves, and resisting encroachments or interferencf 
on Che part of others. 

' Tiie Conncil are particularly desirous of overcoming the impression, thft t 
Tokiotwr^sooiety cannot effect these objects. They consider that It will, itk 
the first place, concentrate their power of self-defence, and bt Che metas of 
distingiiisbing those who aspire to a high standard of qualification fsotn thil 
Careless and indifferent; and, secondly, that by introducing a*system of go* 
oemment conducive to the welfare of the public, it will form a oasis for any 
jj^lfilative measqres which may hereafter be adopted. 
. The Council wish also to call tbe attention of Assistants and Aporeotioet 
to the advantages which they will ultimately derive from the estabUshmeot 
of a Society which will give* increased importance, character, and respects* 
bifity to all its Members, which is especislly calculated to advance and ele* 
vate the rising generation, and which will give Associates increased Aitllitlsf 
in obtaining situations. 

As a collateral but very inoportant object of the Society, tbe Council must 
partknlarly advert to the Benevolent Fund, which, in their estimation* 
daims the support of every Chemist and Druggist in the kingdom* In a body 
so numerous ns we have now become, and among whom we must calculate 
upon the existence of a proportionate amount of distress, or even destitution^ 
the absence of any specific means of mitigating the sufferings attendant on 
such calamities is indeed to be deplored : and those who are duly impressed 
with the uncertainty of worldly prosperity, and a desire for the welfare of 
tlteir foUow-creatures, will rejoice to see Science and Benevolence going 
l^aod in band in the great work of improvement which is before us. 

, In conclusion, the Council recapitulate the general advaotagescontemi^lated 
in the Society; namely, the union of all tbe Members of the body» for the 
purpose of self-government and self-protection— the establishment of a unN 
fffXB» system of education, which will promote the advancement of seieneo 
and the elevation of the profession of Pbarmacv— the restraint which will 
l)e placed upon the incompetent for the benefit of the pnblic ; and, lastly, the 
Siileviation of the sufferings of the unfortunate. In appealing to their brethren 
for assistance in the prosecution of this comprehensive undertaking, tho 
Council are especially anxious to draw attention to the important faot, tiMt 
ail^iiotigh (he growth of tbe Society to maturity may be gradual, tbe rapidlljr 
of Ha progress is entirely dependent upon the number and assiduity of its 
supporters. 

On Monday, November 1st, 1841, a meeting of the tabscri* 
bers to the fund of 1814-15, was held at the Crown and Anchor 
irt the Strand ; Mr. Gifford in the chair. Among the subscribers 
present, were Messrs. William Allen, ButterBeld and Westwood. 
Several communications from the country were read, saggesting 
the propriety of presenting the balance in hand to the Pharma- 
ceutical Society, and the following resolution was moved by Mr. 
Butter6eld, seconded by Mr. Savory, and unanimously adopted : 

••^Hiitt the origmal object of this fimd being the protection and advance- 
mtiint'of -the interest of Chemists and Druggists, this meeting of subscribers, 
cMfMMii hf dttmlars and also by pubHc advertisement, desires to Iheoognise 
in the estaUishment of the Phabmaceutical Society of Great Britain, a 
permanent and legitimate means of accomplishing such object^ moody, p^ a 
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g^enenl uxucni and orgSDization for the pioteetiDn of preient pviisUiimMiQf 
the education and improvement of the future members of the trade. They^ 
the said gabscrihers, do herehjr authorize and instruct their sole surriving 
tm«tee,WnH«in A llai, Esq., PlonghCteurt, to transfer tft the Cmtnoiltf the 
said Phaaha£bijtzcai. Societt of Great Britaan, the whole of the 6iBda hi 
BOW hcdds in trust, to he used and appropriated by them, in such manner as 
shall be deemed best calculated to advance their noble and useful design.** 

The sum thus transferred, which had been accmnulatio^ duriog 
the last twenty*five years, amounted to £S62 ISs. 2d* Thi» 
transfer connected the present association of Chemists and 
Druggists with that which had been for some time in a dormaat 
state, but which had origmated from circumstances similar to 
those which had led to the formation of the Pharmaoeutieal 
Society. 

Although the objects of the two associations were the same, 
the manner in which it was proposed to attain these objects, waSf 
in some respects, different. On the former occasion the proceed^ 
ings of the Trade were directed to a defensive resistance of 
threatened encroachments, and contemplated merely the pre- 
servation of accustomed rights and privileges by legal means, 
and parliamentary influence. In the establishment of the Phar* 
maceutical Society a more extended view of the subject was 
taken, and the more immediate source of alarm having been suc- 
cessfully combated, the extension of Pharmaceutical knowledge 
and the further improvements in the qualifications of the Trade , 
individually and collectively, became the basis of the defence 
which was set up against future innovations or restraint. 

Soon after the confirmation of the general laws of the aeotety^ 
at the meeting of the members, the Council sent a eopy of the; 
same to the College of Physicians, with a letter requesting tbe 
favour of a conference. It was some time before a reply to. this 
communication was received, and it was evident fcom Hm eiN 
cumstance as well as from an answer received on a forater oc£»^ 
sion, that the college was not anxious to take an active part in 
the regulations relating to Chemists and Druggists. It was de^ 
sirable however, that such measures should be adopted as woold 
be likely to receive the sanction of that body, more partieulaxly 
in reference to the mode of conducting the examination of mem«' 
bers and associates* which was one of the most important duties 
undertaken by the Society, and one in which tbeexpemnoeof ^ 
the members of the medical profession might have been a boni> 
siderable advantage. 

On the 18th of November, 1841, a deputation ol the Phair- 
maceutical Society had an interview with a Committee of tike ' 
College of Pbysieians> and explained, in gen«raJ terms^ the : 
nature of the regulations for educating and examifm^ Chemists ' 
and Druggists, which were under consideratttmy ai»dm Ite eoniN 
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fkiticm of which it had been thought deBirable and right to 
confer with the College. The Committee appeared to concur in 
the opiaiony that the cottrae adopted by the ChemiMs and 
DfagpnVf was calculated to benefit the profession and the public, 
and undertook to take the sense of the members of the CoUegCy 
at an early meeting of that body, and to report the result to 
the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society. On the 27th of 
Notrember the following coramnoicalion was received : 

** College of Physicians, Nov. 27, 1841. 

" The Royal College Of Physicians of London has received from the 
C^tm^il of the Phftrma6eatical Society, an Address and an outline of a Plan 
te tbdednoBlAoii and eiaminaMon of GhemiBts and Xhnggiflts, &c« 

" The CoUege is sincerely desirous that Chemists and Pmggists, on 
whom such large responsibilities rest, should not dispense medicines with- 
out "being previously examined ; but the College must have further time to 
ootfUdder how this may be best effected, "^th due attention to the privileges 
eonfeiSML 1»y charter upon other bodies ; at the same time, having the 
mo«t eavneslwish to assist the Chemists and Druggists for the general 
good of the profession and the public 

** In conclusion, the College begs to add, that the Committee charged 
wf(h the duty of conferring with other professional bodies, is proceeding with 
theeD^foiries and negociations in which it has been engaged, and hopes, at 
ne distant period, to be in a position to answ er m ore fidly. 

(Signed) ** FRANCIS HAWKINS, M.D., Rtgieb-arr 

It hATiiig been ascertained that the College was not likely, at 
pvesent, to co-operate or interfere in the matter, the Council 
appot*led a Committee to prepare a draft of the regulations fof 
the examinations, and, after mature deliberation, resolved, that 
tbe Boatdl of Examiners should consist of Dispensing Chemists, 
and tlxat tive College of Physicians and the London University 
slMttfd be ifivited to depute respectively a representative to attend 
at a. vititor, 

>Tt» tlMi Invitation the College of Physicians sent a verbal 
repiy^ thr«Migh the n^edhim of Dr. Frederick Farre, to this effect-^ 
Tkat whifle the College cordially approved of the educational 
improvement oddfemplated in the formation of the Pharmaceu- 
\Atkl Society, and had watched with considerable interest the 
pvOgvess of that ittstitotion, the College could not, without ex-» 
oecdtng the powefs> conferred by its charter, official^ depute 
as J d# its members to take a part m the procee^ngs of another 
scioicty'fciilli^ manner proposed. At the same trme, the College 
wcfold not obfecfs to the' appoiatment of any of its members, in 
hia or their individual capacity^ to such office. 

<ii'hiivh»g Veeiif iMlmated to the Council of the Pharmaceu- 
tteaft Society thai} thc^ Senate of the London University was not 
liiii^ty affittktUf to dtihopevate ?n the' proposed estaminatfons^-^the^ 
Cb«nofl^<p^(»c«dedfO 1^ ftpp^tntment of Examiners, and made 
thf«i«0ediak^ivaiigeme^Ald^foy commencing' opereltionir. 

f2 
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During the first few months after tbe estaUitliffkentMiofJihe 
Society, the proceedings were observed with some d^gcee <of 
distrust and suspicion by the membets of the medical. ftvofo^- 
sion; and this is not at all surprisiag, when we cOftsidd?^ Ihe 
nature of the controversies which have prevailed in times^aHy 
and which are briefly noticed in this epitome. But this prt^ft- 
dice appeared gradually to subside, as the object and tendaiic^ 
of th^ institution became more generally understood 4ind 9iq»fi»r 
ciated. • The scientific meetings, whrch were attended by tnanp 
medical men, served to give a favourable impression, by dom^rfn- 
strating the advantage likely to result from the discusijoii .of 
subjects relating to Pharmacy, in a mixed asseably of ihut 
description, and also affording an opportunity of defining ^ 
province of the Pharmaceutical Chemist in such discussions. 
The subjects introduced were generally of a practical nature, 
comprising the various operations of the laboratory and dispen^ 
sary, and having no reference to medical and surgical practice, 
or to questions of a political character. The pharmaceutical 
meetings, therefore, enjoyed the sanction of the medical profes- 
sion, and those who attended them expressed much sattSfaction 
at the course of proceeding which had been adopted, and the 
spirit with which it was carried on. The introduction of these 
scientific assemblies, and the establishment of a schpol for the 
education of Pharmaceutical Chemists, maybe considered aa an 
important event in the history of Pharmacy, from which we may 
anticipate a great advantage. . m 

. The establishment of the Pharmaceutical Jouirnal w^u^r-att 
accidental circumstance. The first number was printed tfrnr 
gratuitous circulation, for the purpose of making known tbe object 
of the scientific meetings, and five other numbers were aanotiifeeed 
as an experiment. It very soon became evident that a periodioal 
of this description was much required, and the only doubt Iwihich 
arose^ was^ whether the Council should undertake tbe p^bUcation 
of a Journal, or sanction that which had been pisdi^dd» Itince 
thought by some members that the work should be 'oo^dtifiled 
officially by the society, or a committee appmnted by. the Goutneii, 
but no deifiaite plan having been tnaiuiced for ^onrd^tog^'t^ia into 
efiG^ct, the work. proceeded as. beforei.mth a few.tnQdi(icati««s 
in the arrangement^ the^ Transactions, of the : Phaf m^fty tf (Mi 
Society being kept distinct fr<^/tbe other pQc^i^ 4>£ithQ A>fii»ial. 

In December, I S41, the Council of tlv& |Si9<$l^y)^toFW%nb$^n 
informed that the subject of Medical Relpim ifa9>,lik4)iltaiicnMe 
before Parliament during the enduing se^sion^.ihQ^gMiil^iiihlrb) 
address the Seeretary, of SUte.091 .the..sMl^e$l)f>reqMelti«ig.}the 
favour of an intjspiew. After son^ coi;reapo9dfir^e.^b$ftwl9en 
Sir James Qrabiam i^«4 Ibe P^'eside^t^ a9.i^pfi^ijni;mQnt ii^ioq»^; 



^^de^tl(tli$»-atjle«tded «t the Home Office, and was allowed the 
^p^Pt^tiJty t>f ^xplainingf the grounds upon which the Society 
^latm^dthe protection of the Government, and the circumfttances 
in^hifih^ banl led the Councii to seek an interview. Sir James 
*Gl«ti«iii> stated, that the government had not yet determined 
'Wbtiitcoutse to pursue, in reference to the medicaliprofession, the 
IMbjeet being one on which it was not easy to legislate, and 
ii»|t»ved Whether the Society desired a royal charter of incor- 
jioration ? The deputation replied, that it was the intention of 
ifbe'iOcmncU to apply for this favour when their plans were more 
ifbliyumtmied ; but they thought it right to wait until they were 
%1'a position to prove, by an appeal to facts, that the measures 
which they proposed to carry out, in reference to their body, 
were calculated to promote the public welfare, and that, in 
graining a charter to the Society, her Majesty would benefit the 
comYnunity at large, no less than the parties to whom it was 
gramed. The leading object of the Society being to regulate 
•the education, and ensure the competence, of those who com- 
j^ound medicines, it was contended, that as soon as it could be 
4hown that the means adopted were calculated to attain the end 
in view, the Council might, on public groundsy petition for the 
sanction and protection of her Majesty and the Government. 
The arrangements of the Society being as yet incomplete, the 
4tomediate object of the deputation was to solicit the privilege of 
jbeifig communicated with as the representatives of the Chemists 
and Druggists, in the event of any measures affecting that body 
jednliy)^ befbre the government. The subject having been fully 
mtd^^frly discussed. Sir James Graham engaged that nothing 
^JsHould be done, in reference to the subject in question^ without 
itkviely notice being given to the President of the Pharmaceu- 
iriCAtrSociETr. 

•' it^'has hitherto been considered a necessary consequence of 
4h^^educaf|ion of a Chemist that he becomes a medical practitioner, 
'^r' predecessors, the original Apothecaries, who were merely 
^eiftiMpio<il^ers of medicine, possessed very limited advantages in 
.^esf)ect to education, and in proportion as they advanced In 
iiiteHiige£k!e and knowledge they encroached on the Physicians 
^«iitil they became to all intents and mirposes medical men. 
>WtaeA they^ esiabllshed a Hall, and laid down a regular course of 
'itiidy^fef^h^il-a<ppifentices!, they were not content with instructing 
itli«in#i ttosd:sefi^«(6es Which rehte to the compoundihg of drugs, 
tel^iil^lQAe^'in' thewrjeurriculum, surgery, physiology, Anatomy, 
cth^ij^i'a^ti^'df medictne and midwifery. By this means they 
ti$itp|Sii«i)l'nhe'pdMlo<with'a Terytjisefefl class of medical prac- 
i4^at3ift«]^s,^^i^8te 9erVi)(i«8 are called into requisition by a large 
;pib]^reii0ft ^o^'ilhose ^tientd whose ^itua«f0!ii in' lifb does tiot 



ftdfini of the regular employment of PbysicTaiia and Silrgeotts. 
But, by the same Gourse, they left a gap to be Blled up by another 
class of ooRipounders of medicine. 

From the foregoing account of the origin of Chemists attd 
Pruggists, it is evident that this result was brought about by 
the wants of the public, and, on reviewing the circumstances of 
the case we are naturally led to the consideration of the position 
which Pharmacy occupies, or ought to occupy, as a branch of the 
medical profession. 

Among the ancients the medical profession was divided into 
three classes. The first related chiefly to Diet and the treatment 
of disorders by regimen : the second was the Pkarm^ioeutieal 
department, relating to the use of medicinea : the third com* 
prehended the manual operations whicKoome within the province 
of Surgery, These offices occasionally merged into eadi other^ 
and were also subdivided, giving rise to various grades in rank 
as well as classification of labour. For instance, there wave 
hpx^r€Kni¥^KOiy or consulting Physicians: Anffuavpyoi^ executive or 
Junior Physicians : Pharmacopolsa, vendors of drugs who did 
not prepare them, some of whom were also called mptobtvrmf or 
oyvprm, charlatans ; Pharmaceutribes compounders and vendors 
of drugs, who did not administer them : vrayrofroXai, kotoXiirm aind 
fuyiummoBikah wholesale vendors of drugSy colours^ perfumery ^ 
dyes, Sfc; ptCoroftoi, cutters of roots: /Somvueoi, collectors of he/rbe* 
Tlie cutting of roots was often performed with superstiiiavs 
ceremonies, and those who followed this department were termed 
airo^Koi. There were also barbers, eom^cutters, poisonere^ and 
other pretenders to medical art, whose separate funetiooa it is 
unnecessary to particularize. 

Although this classi6cation differs from that which obtains at 
the present day in this country, it presents an analogy in some 
particulars. We have the first grand division into three oinsses^ 
representrag in ordinary language. Physic, Surgery^ and Phar'*- 
maoy. Physicians and Surgeons are subdivided according to 
their rank, or the particular line of practice each individual em*- 
braces, but these details are foreign to our present sabject. We 
have also a variety of grades and offices. comprised in die third 
grand division, which is denominated Pharmacy. * - 

This department merges into the other two in the ewe of the 
general practitioner, and it indeed appears impossible to main^ 
tain rigidly an absolute separation ; but it is out preaeiit objeoi 
to discuss the merits of Pharmacy in its isc^ted- state, diatia^t 
from the practice of Medicine and Surgery, and oonvpv«ihtndinf 
every office or operation relating to the preparation «nd sale c^ 
medicines. 

Although the preparation and compounding «f iltfiigtiB.oaA* 
sidered a subordinate office^ it is quite aa impovtant as any other 
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^Km in- tAte profesaioo. This is so obvious «• to require ao 
4€ia)0Qs|ratipn» «m€e remedies are the tools which the Physician 
employs, and on the efficacy of which he is dependent for 
Sttec«s«» Pharmacy in the present day embraces so many 
atienoeSy and has become so complicated from the discoveries 
wUeh hove recently been made» especially in Chemistry, that a 
aom)ikt« kfiowle^e of the subject can only be acquired by 
tluoM who devote their exclusive attention to the pursuit. Tt)e 
science of Chemistry is alone sufficiently comprehensive to 
m^HgB the whole time of those who are desirous of becoming 
aitquMPted with all its details* Whether wo consider the simple 
eknKemavy. bodies (according to the present state of our know«> 
ledge) the mineral kingdomi and the endless combinations. of the 
mfitMi^i or turn our attention to the more abstruse and mysterious 
peculiarities of organio structure, we are confused by the multi- 
tude of facts, and the complicatjon of theories, which crowd 
upon us. 

• Explanations of phenomena are at one time universally re- 
leeivea as plausible and satisfactory, and are afterwards proved 
tP be entirely fallacious^ while mysteries which have puzzled phi- 
losophers for ages, are sometimes unravelled by 1;he discovery of 
ft .principle of nature which had been overlooked* These revo- 
lutions in chemical science give rise to changes in nomenclature^ 
alid improvements in the processes of the laboratory, which 
iiijiovations involve the study of Pharmacy in increasing diffi- 
ottlty, and confer on the pursuit the character of a philosophical 
fj^ofessioD* It is the province of the Pharmaceutical Chemist 
U> apply the various discoveries which are made in this science 
to his own peculiar department, and although it may not be 
necessary for every Chemist and Druggist to be practically ac- 
quainted with the details of ultimate analysis, the principles of 
Chomistry should be understood by every person who undertakes 
ta prepare a prescription, and in many of the daily operations 
of Phanosaoy, a profound knowledge of the science is indisr 
peosable. 

The range of the Materia Medica is too extensive to be em** 
braiaed in the mind without a systematic study of all its miuutis^ 
in the first instanee* followed up by constant application* The 
variations in the quality of drugs, and the sophistications to 
which tbey aroli«Ue^iaerease the responsibility of. the Druggist, 
aiM) deiMnd the utmost vigilance. In reviewing the history of 
Bbaiartacy tn aU ag^ we find that fraud has always prevailed to 
fi cemackaUie ext<»»t in this kind of traffic^ which circumstance 
ma^'Chififty be attributed to the facility of eluding detection, from 
the imperfect acquaintance possessed by the public of the nature 
aBdf»Qf]»ef liies^ drilgSt The detection of adulterations is, there- 
foi^^ one of< the most onerous duties of tbe Pharmaceutical Che* 



nitst; add It is one which requires, besides cheMcal ktiotridcigtii 
a practTcaf aeqiiaintance with the sensible pvopercies of tflltko 
substktices used in medi<^tne. • r ..h 1 

;' Th^ science ofBotaDv, although to ^ gteat extent coitipijse«tki 
the Materia Medica, alone afFonls occupation foT^the '^rhote Ivte 
df those who are ambitious of attaining proficiency ; and'«veii' that 
amount of knowledge, which every Chemist ought to po^Mfift of 
the plants which are used in medicine, cannot be acquired iff\%\^ 
out many years of study. 

It is needless to enumerate the collateral branches of 6oilette^ 
lArhich might be comprised in a complete pharmaceotioal edooar 
tion ; enough has been stated to prove, that PHARMAcnr isdii- 
serving of a separate and distinct place in the arrangement of 
the medical profession, and that it is not likely to advano^ ibs 
a science, and keep pace with other sciences, unless it be fol- 
lowed by a class of persons who devote themselves exclusively 
to it. That Pharmacy is worthy of this exclusive attention 
cannot be disputed, when we consider its object — namely, tlie 
preparation of remedies for the relief of human suffering — aMl 
also the mental acquirements which the performance of -this 
office demands. 

' One of the disadvantages under which the art and science 
of Pharmacy has hitherto laboured in this country, is the false 
position which it occupies, and the prejudice which has de- 
graded it to the level of a mere trade. From this prejudice has 
arisen the notion, that the necessary result of improving^ the 
character and education of the Chemist and Druggist, would' be 
to convert him into a medical practitioner. It has been' shown 
that the system of education adopted by the Apothecaries; was 
Medical and Surgical, rather than Pharmaceutical ; and it ^s 
obvfous, that the odium which rested on Pharmacy as a rRAW, 
fnduced them to aspire to Medical Practice as a professiov^. 

But if proper encouragement were given to the followers of 
pure Pharmacy — if this pursuit were held in the Estimation which 
It deserves, and which it enjoys jn other countries — if the «atfie 
pr6fesst6n£ll credit w^re attainable in this field of labour, ivhich 
IS within the reach of this members of other professions^ thd iti-^- 
ducemetit ivhfch'now exists to encroach on the medical pra<!li- 
tforier w6tild be greyly diminished, or Cease altog^tlier,'»ftd the 
science df IPHairiAafiy might be expected to fioarish. 

It is scafc^ly necessary to observe, thtit thitfdivision of labifKir 
canncxt'bb 'carried to the* aame extent in til bdltli^li. ^ Miriiy 
small towns and villages could neither support a Phy^loiii'fi^ not a 
Surgeon, and a Chertiist and Druggist could not live wichout^nit- 
Ing some acidessory bhsihess td thd a^U 6f drags-, Iti tbi^^^^ect 
the positioti of sfn^ll iowriii In th'e pi^ent'day i^^nkv^ltt^ that^of 
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tb9'0O#Dtry }» gffineraL in aocMnt times, wh^n all pei'tons Qbni 
mttoA with the. rinedical. profefisioa were General PraciUionersM 
In the metropolis, and some other large cities^ not only &xc th^ 
thte^Qi^&nd divisions, observed in the case of many individuals, 
bwjt:6adi/' genus" is subdivided into a number of *' species;*' 
for instamie^ in Pharmacy, we have Operative Chem^sUt J^U- 
p€nii»gi Chemists f Manufacturing CkemistSy Wholesale Dru^r 
gisi^i SaUne Chemists^ Chemists and Druggists who give their 
attention to particular classes of preparations — otliers who cuL- 
tivate.the sale of horse and cattle medicines — others who are be- 
Iw^en wholesale and retail, and supply Apothecaries with drugs. 
The nature of the retail trade also varies according to n^h- 
bourhood and the rank of the customers. Under thes^ circum- 
stances there is some scope for classification, and with referenae 
to such a state of things, the Medical Profession in its broadest 
extent should be considered. The division of labour having 
been regulated accordingly, the example may be followed in 
smaller towns, to such an extent as is compatible with the 
am.ount of the population and the wants of the public. 

The question which has always caused the greatest agitation 
in the profession, is that which relates to the suppression of un- 
educated practitioners, and the prohibition of *^ counter- practice" 
among Chemists and Druggists. Notwithstanding the Joud prp- 
testMions respecting the *' welfare of the public/' and the ^'credit 
of the profession," it is too evident that the controversies. which 
have hitherto taken place have not been altogether disinterested, 
and. that the desire to prevent encroachments on the one.h.and, 
and to escape restrictions on the other, has been the chief 
Stimulus to action. It cannot be denied that the public Qught 

. to be provided with highly qualified practitioners in energ^ ie- 
partment «* but whether the public should be allowed to empioy 
unqualified persons or not^ is a question on which opinion^ are 
divided. . , c 

. Those who advocate the protection of the Profession and the 
.public . by stringent laws, contend that no person should .be 

. alloweni to practise in any department .without haying had. a 
r/egiilar education, and passed an examination ; and support this 
opinion by stating, that in justice to those who h^v^ ji^een at, the 
t^p^i)0ejQf passing this ordeal, they .should possess J:he,^e>^c;lu3iye 
right of enjoying the emolument to be derived, frooi it, aiid that 
,b>y np.pther means can the public be secured against the danger 
.an4 su^e^ing^ which may result, fcpia. igpora^jee in ji^quali^d 
pret^ders. , . , , . . ^ 

, . It is argued, on the other side« that it is imppssilfle if) suppress 
quftfyce.cy by law — r^hat the public have the option 6^. se.ljBCtiog 

. such pcaclUtic^ners as they prefer^iaud \\\^t jpxovjdpd . no p^rfton 
be allowed to assume a title or rank which does not fairly belong 
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to Mm^ the respontibility of tnisting to those ifho «re 0OI wonhy 
of oonfidenee reata with the patients theroaeli^es. It ia argued, 
that from time immeiDortal, emptrica have betn enoouraged and 
anpported not only by the ignorant and unwary, but alao by 
peraoiiB cf rank and education * : and that the endeavour to re^ 
alrainor put down an iropoatoror unqualified practitioner, getie- 
niily has the effect of giving him notoriety and increasing his 
practice. The reputation of St. John Long continued to increa^ 
until several of his patients died, under circumstances which tX" 
poaed the fallacy of his theory and the recklessness of his prac-^ 
tice ; and this circumstance tended more to explode hia theory 
than all the opposition which the medical profession could have 
ofilared, or the rigour which the law could have inflicted. It is 
«l80 urged by those who oppose restrictions, that many of the 
ramediea now in use and sanctioned by onr Pharmacopoeia have 
been derived from empirics. 

The arguments which have been advanced in favour of restrfct- 
ix^ Chemists and Druggists from giving advice, apply more or, 
leas to the case of quacks and the proprietors of patent medi<* 
eines, as it would obviously be absurd to prohibit the Chemists 
from recommending an aperient draught or a digestive pill, to a 
patient who describes his symptoms, and at the same time to 
sanctioa the sale of secret medicines, with printed directions, an^* 
nouncing them as infallible specifics against a long list of dts-* 
orders. It would be unjust to punish a man for recommending 
five grains of compound rhubarb pill of the London Pbarma-* 
oopcsia, while he might with impunity prescribe a box of MorisonV 
piUa or a bottle of DafiTy's elixir. It is therefore necessary to view 
the subject in all its bearings, and to consider not only the re** 
sponsibility attached to the practice of medicine, but the prac^ 
tioabiiity and consistency of any measures which may be pro- 
posed for guarding against the evils complained of. 

The Chemist is not supposed to possess the advantage of a* 
aaedical education ; but he is and ought to be acquainted ^ith 
the properties and doses of medicines, and the ordinary mode of 
administering them. In this capaei^, his opinion is sometimes 
aaked, in aimple caaea, and however unwilling he may be to m^ 
terfere in any degree in Medical Practice, he cannot avoid ocea^ 
aionally giving hia advice, without incurring the imputation of 
igttoranoe and losing ti^ confidence of his customers altogether. 
It caanat be denied that this praclace is sometimes carried he** 
yond the limits which ought to be observedy but which it is im^ 
possible to define, and in some cases time may be lost while 
urgent symptoms aire gaining ground for want of regular medical 
treatment. 

• See pogea 5 and 6. 
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It may kapfien that a patient suffering under an acnle 
disorder, consults a homoeopathic doctor, who denouncing deple* 
tion under any circumttanees^ trusts to the imagined efficacy of 
an iofinitessimal doie of charcoal or of pulsatilla, and negleota 
to resort to that treatment which the experience of the medical 
profession would dictate. The disorder increases: anodier 
glohule is administered and repeated once or twice in the day* 
The patient dies, and the doctor attributes this event to some 
accidental circumstance which had interfered with the action of 
the medicine. Other medical men, not homoeopathists, would 
probably take a very different view of the case« 

Again : A patient of a delicate constitution consults a hydro* 
pathisty and dies of consumption, in tpite of the damp sheets 
and drenchings of cold wat^r, from which a cure was antioi* 
pated» In this case, also, opinions may differ as to the proxi« 
mate cause of death. 

. Other patients, caught by a plausible advertisement in the 
newspaper, resort to some '' infallible drops'' or '< vegetable 
pills," which they take according to the printed directioei* 
Some of them may become worse, or even die, notwithstanding 
the "infallibility" of the medicine. It is sometimes said, in 
such cases, that the nostrum was the cause of death ; but thit 
cannot always be proved, and is of course denied by the pro« 
mulgators of the speciGc. 

The science of medicine (which has been termed the **an eo9^ 
jscturaUs'*) is involved in so much mystery, that even doctors 
Qocaaionally disagree ; and a patient, worn out by an obstinate 
disorder, is not unlikely to be attracted by the professions and 
promises of those who propose a new system, or advertise, as a 
wonderful discovery, a remedy which they describe as a speci6e«. 
Sometimes a paragraph in the newspaper creates a great senaa^ 
tion, and induces hundreds of persons to undertake their own 
cum, according to the directions laid down. 

At the time the cholera first appeared in England, this wan 
the case to a remarkable degree. A paragrafdi was published, 
recommending, as a certain cure for this fbrraidable disorder, n 
poultice of mustard and linseed meal to the feel, an embrocation 
of camphorated spirits to the pit of the stomach, and twenty or 
liiirty drops of oil of Cajeput, Peppermint, or Gloves, in a glased 
water,, at stated intervals internally. Accordingly it was reooui^ 
metaded that every person should keep in the boose, iKoase of 
emergency, 1 lb. linseed meal, 

lib. mustard. 

Half a pint of spirit of camphei^ 

1 oz. of one of the oils. 
Orders flecked in from all garters, and the Ohenists were 
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scatt^ly^bie to su^y t^e deni&nd. * The price of OEJeput^oil 
roseiko about twenty ^hillmgs an ounoe, the' other oils' advanced, 
tfaeunh not m the' same ratio. Soikie Chemists kept^ases rf^dy 
puti'UBy: eottt^ining << A complete .set of all the artveks reqUfned 
for Onolera/' wfaidi were sold aa fast as they co«ld be Miedl 
Vildoiui othei* remedies were recommended in the newspaper^j; 
eacb isi wHtcfa had its day ; and while the doctors were dt^iiws^ 
mg^ the mysteriods nature of the disorder, the pubiio eag^erty 
bought whatevter remedy was recommended. In fact, any pei^ 
son who happened to have a stock of an article on handwhioH 
could be made available, found it the best plan to advsfrtise it aa 
a remedy for cholera. ' 

' l^e einiumstances attending the influenza on a previous ooca-^ 
aion' were somewhat similar, although the treatment waa peirhap^ 
ralter better understood. The remedies usually applied for 
were, a calomel pill and black draught* and a congh mixture; 
These articles ware often demanded by patients, who, when 
ad^i^ed fay the Chemists to whom they applied, to call in a- 
medical man, persisted in doctoring themselves, and described^ 
tiw^kind of medicines which they required. 
i'-A few years ago, the fame of Morison's pills extended^ 
tbvoQghout the kingdom. They were recommended for almost 
eMry disonder, and the circumstance of twenty or thirty pills 
being prescribed for a dose, was a novelty which gave additional 
ROtooiiety'to' the Morisonian system, and threw the doctors into 
llie skadet Some patients who had previously suffbred front 
obstinate constipation, found benefit from this active treaiinent) 
and recommended h to their friends, and many others foUovired 
ishe fiasdiiem undi^ the idea that the pills would purify their bkidd^ 
andtinat because they cured one person they could not fail to 'bd 
benefiNcial to another. At length, however, the traftic arrived at 
ittz»iith, seVerftl Victiiiis died of hypercatbarsis, resulting from atl 
excessive iaduteence in the specific ; Mdrison himseif wati 
among th^ ) number on whom it failed to prodnce fhedesiredi 
effi^,' and ^ith bim died his fame.' Morison's ''eol*Uge >6l 
iKHlthiV -still ekists, but it bas lost ii^ Morisotu 

In -an artrc^-iki theQuart^iy Review of December, l>841^/ 
aevieraliother oasat are noticed, in which certain fatshicxivs^ki medi" 
oine ilnd^phaimiacy^have sprung up; each in>succesfirk)n creittt^ 
aooosklerabfesensa^idniimttithe bubble burst; c > . j ^ . :m/.> 
'/ Ttneifirst dduM^' adverted to, ir that lespe^tlttg ibe Mrig^ 
enl,^iii'WlMdli€aM»'roy4lty was impticaited in< the a^aimptio«<i^ 
thfrttiag&sel powe»:{ol>«iiring serofula by> a^taueli, and ^tlm^rat^ 
iiee^tra0issmieiiooed» by «dm8 members of^ the4t^dical professions 
d^ve^iAW taten; lu^ei^rtotry'tlie efilcaoy of*^ tfee^diar^^My'}^ 
eaiaadn JnUcl^K^eiidimoiy tb 'reoov3r-4iad^m»lliiMt^ imW i^-^^ 
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1 King Qoofge tbe First discoatiAtted the prtctica allOig;elherk - > 
Tar wat^, Mr«» S^epheba's cure for the gravel and stooe^ 
t^srkiRft's metallic tractors^ and mustard -seed, aueccMtvetjeii'* 
j^f^d an efihemeral reputation, and in turn gave place. t» othev 
faabion«» Bcandy and salt was extensively recommended ea a 
Sipecific in a great variety of disorders, by Mr. Lee and Ma 
Vallaoce, who were so disinterested in their practice as to gm 
away a considerable quantity of this invaluable mixture. The 
pppportions used were six ounces of salt in a pint of French 
Ifrandy^ and it was used internally or externally, or both, accood^ 
iqg to circumstances. 

The embrocation of St. John Long has already been alluded to 
it was supposed to consist of a mineral acid, mixed with spirit of 
turpentine. Some said it contained arsenic ; but this » only 
conjecture, as St. John Long did not trust it out of his cwa 
hands. Near the end of the year 1830 a Miss Cassian, who had 
symptoms of consumption, died while under the influence of this 
application, and her sister, who had not shewn symptoms of the 
disorder, was brought to St. John Long, who reoommended the 
same treatment by way of prevention. A severe wound was 
Established in her back, her strength declined, violent stckdesff 
and other alarming symptoms ensued. Sir Benjamin Brodie was 
called in, but unfortunately too late to avert the fatal results 
These cases and a few others which terminated uosucoessfully^ 
shook the reputation of St. John Long, but he contined to iprac^ 
ti«e'as an infallible consumption doctor, until he fell a victim ^to 
CQn«uiaption. himself. 

I The system which has acquired the greatest notoriety is 
Homoeopathy, which, in its relation to Pharmacy, deserves a few^ 
remarks. The founder of this system, Dr. Haboemanti, was a 
Physicma in Dresden, and being unsuccessful in his practice^ 
a^d also in literary pursuits, to which he resorted in order to 
nvsMe ends meet, turned his attention to the study of human 
aatiiref, and promulgated a theory which was destined to mak« 
Ikiin a great man. We are told that « seciret was suddenly reveal^ 
to him, by '* the star of truth/' on yrMok he fouaded'his metbcMl 
of curing diaeases. The law of natttre,^to the discovery of whicli 
he lays iClaimi is thi»— r** SimUia similiiu$ curantmr^' iwhioh bei«^ 
ifidefvpfisted ifeads thus :-r-A medicine whiek has tbe poiwer oi pto^ 
ducing any disease^ will ourethat disease,. if. it already exist in ths 
li^stf^. i\A» two siflsilar diseases cannot exist together,- the airtito'^al 
4i^?ft$e(^jE]i^i9&oul; the other ,and then spontaneously subsides^ Thus 
ip^^e^cttsiaha is given :to aUay. sieknei^, jakp to < arrest dSarohoea, 
^» &o* . '. But , the most vensaokikble; feature in this mode of 
pta/citioe.con^istain. the administration ' of doses so meonoeiv-^ 
ably stftaUcas^^lo* be invisible by the naked ..eye^ and ineoiii^ 



pe1ien»ible to the ktmiail understanding. Great importance 
ig also attributed to the manipulation of the remedies. The 
Pharmaoopceia Hommopathica^ by Dr. Quin (1834) Contains 
explicit directions on this subject, and each article is described' 

Sarateiy ; with the dose, the antidote, and the duration ef the 
ct^ No compounds are introduced, each medicine being ad'^ 
ministered in its isolated state, sugar of milk or spirit bein^ 
selected as the menstruum, on account of their possessing no 
medicinal properties which could interfere with the desired effect. 
Porcelain or glass mortars are recommended, and some descrip** 
tiotts of stone or marble are prohibited, because they are said to 
contain a portion of magnesia, or other substance, which might 
1^ iajarions. 

Each substanee m directed to be prepared in various degrees 
of attepnation* To produce the ^r$t attenuation^ one grain is 
le be tiiturated for six minutes in a mortar, with thirty<»three 
grains of sugar of milk, it is then to be detached from the 
mertar, and again triturated for four minutes. Each of these 
operations ia to be repeated a second time. To this powder 
tbiffty«three grains of sugar of milk are to be added, and the frie- 
ti»n repeated in the same manner ; after which a third portion of 
thiity^tbree grains is to be added, and the ceremony haying 
been repeated, the first attenuation is attained. To produce the 
second attenmaticn^ one grain of the above is to be tritiHrated in 
the same manner with ninety-nine grains of sugar of milk. This 
process is continued with strict attaiition to all its details until 
the thirtieth attenuation is produced, each attenuation occupy- 
ing half-an^hour, and reducing the product to one hundredth of 
the strength of the former attenuation. The exact period and 
method of trituration is considered to exercise an important rn^ 
fl«enoe en the efficacy of the remedy : according to Dr. Hahne^ 
mAun ^'' the brute matter of medicines becomes spiritualized by 
friction and concussion.'^ Liquids are prepared in the same pfo<^ 
pofctiesis» one drop ei the juice of a plant, or solntioii^ ctf a sub- 
itanee^ being agkated with ninety-nine drops of the meostrnmn, 
inbicli dibtiaB is carried on, to the requisite number of attenruations." 

One of the naost intBrestkig preparations in the Homosopatkm 
PbarmaoopfiBla.is the Tincttice ef SnlpKur, winch is prepsnied as^ 
fQUow»:«*-'S&ve grains of solphnr hcving been washed with epirti 
of wine and dried, are shaken in a bottle with a hundred drops 
of spirit of wme. The bottle is allowed to stand twenty-£^ur. 
hours, that the sulphur may subside. One drop of the anpei^ 
natant fluid is added to nioety^nine dnapa of akokolw This' 
eenstitii^a the fir t aitenifaliion, and the process of dilutfoit 
la repeated thirty times. Dose — Otae, two^ or three drops of 
the tUftietK atJte»uatiQlEu Humtim of, the ^^jfwt'^lm^t^iQ^^s 
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or fifty days. Antidoiea'^Cwxkphotf Pukaiilla, Sepia^ Nax 
Vomica. 

Another interesting preparation is Graphites or Plombago, 
This substance is purified by washings first with water^ then with 
nitric and muriatic acids, and is diluted secundum artem. The 
dose is two or three globules of the twenty-second, twenty-fourtii, 
or thirtieth attenuation ; the durcUion of the effect forty-eight 
days ; the antidotes, arsenic, nux vomica and wine. 

in some instances globules of sugar of milk, prepared by the 
confectioner^ are wetted witli very attenuated solutions of active 
substances, and afterwards dried. By this means it may be sup* 
posed that a considerable degree of sub-division is attained, 
when one of these globules is dissolved in a tumbler of water, 
and a teaspoonful taken for a dose, it can scarcely be mcpeoted 
that an antidote would be required. It is indeed surprising that 
any efificacy should be attributed to these inconceivably minute 
doses, but when we see instructions gravely and explicitly laid 
down in a Pharmacopceia, with the doses, effects^ and antidotes, 
bow can we doubt the fact ? 

According to the homoeopathic system, bleeding, and indeed 
depletion of any kind, is prohibited ; perfumes, coffee, aromatics^ 
fermented liquors, spirits, and many other articles are denounced ; 
and in any case in which a substance is administered homosopa- 
thically, the patient is enjoined to take particular care that none 
of that substance is taken in the diet. For instance, if salt 
(chloride of sodium, or natrum muriaticumf as it is called homcso* 
pathically) be the remedy employed, it is said that salt taken in 
the usual way would interfere with its action ; if charcoal be 
prescribed, charcoal tooth-powder must be avoided, lest a few 
particles should accidentally be swallowed. Particular instruc- 
tions are also given respecting regimen, exercise, &c., which are 
said to be essential to the proper action of the homcsopathtc 
remedies.* • 

Dr. Hahnemann tried the efficacy of his system on himself^ 
his family, and friends, and performed a variety of experiments) 
which occupied above twenty years, before he fully developed his 
valuable secret to the public. As the result of these investiga- 
tions, he details the various symptoms produced by the- remedies 
employed, and this statement is truly astonishing. We are told 

* It mav not be out of jdaxje to notice the Sympathetic Powder of Sit 
Eenelm Dighy, which had great reputation for curing wound9 and which 
was eulogized in a discourse before a learned assembly at Montpdiier (1 658). 
Tba weapon which had inflicted the wound, was anointed with ointmeni, 
and sprtOikled with the powder several times a di^. The wotand ita^ wae 
dkected to he brought together, carefolly bound up, and not disturbed ifor 
8€^ren days, at the end of which time, provided the powder had been re^arly 
appiit€c} to tftd i06op(^, the eut^ WM 
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fbftt cbarcoal produces upwards of 600 syiDptams, siilphiir 1000, 
puUaliila 1100, nux vomica 1300, &c. These symptoms are 
minutely described in the works which have been published by 
Dr. Curie and others on the subject. 

The following is a specimen : 

Graphites, according to " The Star of Truth," relieves*, 

''A boszmg in the beaid, eruption of cmsts behind the ears, conftued 
noise and tingling in the ears, ulceration in the comers of the mouth, dry 
crusts in the nose, dislike for baked food, weight in the stomach, blowing 
iip of the lower part of the bellj, escape of wind in too large quantity, false 
voice in singing, night cough, gout ^otty in the fingers, cold feet in the 
night in bed, burning heat in the feet, suppuration of the toes, cramps in 
the ham, tendency to sprain the loins, pluckmg pain in the limbs, drowsiness 
at night, foolish dreams in sleep, iJl-humour, aversion to work, and many 
other symptoms." 

The Lycopodium is said to cure :t 

" Attacks of tearing pain in the top of the head, in the forehead, tem/j^^ 
9feB, and nose ; head-ache in the exterior of the head during the nighS i 
piercing and scraping pain ; suppuration from the eyes ; disagreeable imr 
pression produced by organ- music ; warts in the nose ; ulcerated nostrils ^ 
repugnance for brown bread ; risings of fat ; canine appetite; dry snoring 
cough; nocturnal pain in the elbows ; cramps; a turning back of the toes 
in walking ; itching; old ulcers of the legs; painful plucking of the liii^ $ 
thoughts preventing sleep ; a capricious and irritable temper; morose, un- 
steady mind ; a tendency to seek quarrels," &c. &c. 

Among the symptoms to be relieved by Carbonate of Ammonia 

arej, 

** Hardness of hearing, with suppurations and itchings in the ears ; pain 
in the nape of the neck; chronic unsteadiness of the teeth; swelling of the 
interior of the mouth; asthma; cough, with shooting pains in the sacrum^ 
pain in a wrist which had been injured a long time previous ; craixipB in 
the feet; great weakness in the limbs; sweating; anxiety," &c 

Muriate of Soda is given to relieve § 

"Head-ache, in which it seems there are strokes of a hammer; cmsts on 
the scalp; button-like eruption on the forehead ; pain as of internal ulcer- 
ation of the jaws in chewing; sour risings; contraction of the throat» with 
flow of water into the mouth; immoderate appetite fbr dinner and suj^per ; 
perspiration in the face while eating ; empty risings aft^ having eaten; 
jolting in the head ; incapability of thinking; splitting, tearing, and lan- 
cinating head-ache ; plucking pains in the forehead ; shutting of the eyes 
in the morning; whirmig in the stomach; noises in the left side of the beUyi 
pain, like that caused by a dislocation of the hip ; inconvenience from eating 
bread ; imtability* disposing to anger ; sadness; great propensity to take 
alarm ; leanness; a tendency to twist the loins, ^ &c &c. 

The above is a very scanty selection from the prodigious list 
of symptoms produced (and therefore cured) by some very aim- 
pie remedies. 

On perusing this extraordinary catalogue of sensations and 
sufferings, the reader is naturally led to enquire, How was so 
vvonderful a discovery made! — by what process of reasoning* 

* Dr. Curie's Practice of Homosopathy, p. 287. f P» 2Sa, X P. 267. 
$ Dr. Cuxie'9 Practice of Homoeopathy, p. 303. 



i^'iliibtWti, df'e5cpermi«nt,'wa8 the corinexfon between eaiwe attd 
^ffbct e^^blii^ed?' It was in the attainment oi this efi4 thai 
Hihtieirrann^ his famrly, and his friends Franz, Hornberg, Stapf^ 
&c. sacriSced above twenty years of their lives in a series of 
tedious experiments, the mode of conducting which is thus de* 
Bcrihed by Dr. Curie: 

*^The esseixtial conditions of these experiments are: that the eirperi- 
menters be in perfect health; that they scrupulously adhere to diet which 
is i^erely nutritious, and in no way pathogenic; that they carefuHy avoid 
the ' use of fermented liquors, wine, spirits, spices of every kind, coffee, 
strong tea, acid fhiits, all vegetables, except those of a faj;inaceoas and 
mUd description; that they shun all fatigue, bodily and mental, all excess, 
ftnd even excitement ; and that they previously note every habitnal symptom 
iy wiuch they are affected.*" 

These conditions being implicitly observed, every synvptom or 
9efi«atiDA which follows each dose is recorded, and^ according to 
the l^w ^* similia simiiibus curantur/' the statement is taken to 
represent the therapeutic action of the remedy. When we see 
bow numerous and distressing these symptoms are, it is clear that 
.Uie ocdeal through which the enthusiastic experimenters passed, 
must have been such as few constitutions could have outlived. 

The action of these minute doses on the nervous system when 
administered therapeutically is thus described, in contradistinction 
to the ** violent and dangerous operation*' of medicines adminis- 
tered in the ordinary way : 

" By the bomceopathic method, those medicaments for which the system 
h{M9 the greatest aptitude, are brought into contact with, the papillae of thp 
tpngiui^, which is found to be sufficient in all cases to produce the desired 
effect; and in some, smelling alone is enough. They thus touch directly 
the sentient roots of that nervoua tree, through which their power is con- 
ypyed tg th^ whole system-t" 

b i» a rule in Homoeopathy Q»evec to administer more thsi^ 
two kinds of mcdicioe in a d^y, as it is considered that all sub^ 
s^anres act better in a sfmple state, and that the effects of any 
iccmedy would be materially iaipaired or modified by admixture. 
it is usual to give a dose every four or five hours, but in acute 
cases as often as every two hours. 

Dr. Curie informs us that J 

" HouKBopathy, which may appear easy of attainment at first, because it 
19 founded on a few clear and simple principles, presents increasing difi- 
AdtieS as the student advances in his career, because in proportion as he 
a^anoe8^lhe 4MctifMe9 too more deariy deftsed, and beeanae the ofa<»ee of 
the exact remedy for each individual caae requires a serious study, to whiob 
^^ijUne j^^actitionec of the old school is xm^customed." 

,:m K^obie#tes Jibat <* Allopathy/' Bumelyi the ieoinn(K>n or est^b* 
)£»betlqpiaclice».. '' ha£ h^g been knawn.ta the wprjld b^.its 

•* Carte's Principles of Homoeopathy, page 104. t IPage 1'54 

J Curie's Principles of HoihcBopftthy, page, 159: * :;■'..' 
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acknowledged want of all principle in the administration of 
medicine, its utter uncertainty, its excessive costliness, its hazards, 
and its failures ;•" and that " HomoBopathy forms a new era In 
medical science, destined to dispel the darkness, errors, and un- 
certainty in which therapeutics have been hitherto enveloped ; 
its principle is a law of nature, unerring and immutable— a 
principle on which alone can be established the future progress 
and improvement of the healing ait."t 

The promulgation of this extraordinary doctrine by Dr. 
Hahnemann, was followed by grievous persecution on the part 
of the medical profession in Germany, which had the effect of 
giving him notoriety, and his cause was espoused by the Duke 
of Anhalt Cothen. By degrees the system gained ground, not 
only in Germany, but in other nations in Europe, and in course 
of time it was imported into England, where it is extolled as 
infallible by many votaries. The system has also been intro- 
duced into Veterinary practice, and we are told that it is infal- 
lible in curing the Distemper in Puppies. 

The circumstance that every theory, however puzzling to 
reason and common sense, has its supporters, is thus accounted 
for by Dean Swift : — 

" Let us therefore now conjecture how it comes to pass, that none of these 
great preseribers do ever fail providing themselves and their notions, with 
a number of implidte disciples. And I think the reason is' easy to be 
assigned, for there is a peculiar String in the harmony of human under- 
standing, which, in seveml individuals is exactly of the same tuning. Tliis, 
if you can dexterously screw up to its right key, and then strike gently 
upon it ; whenever you have the good fortune to light among those of the 
same pitch, they will by a secret necessary sympathy, strike exactly at the 
same time. And in this one circumstance, lies all the skill or luck of the 
matter, for if you chance to jar tiie string among those who are either above 
or below your own height, instead of subscribing to your doctrine, they 
will tie you fast, call you mad, and feed you with bread and wata*. J" 

But Homoeopathy, Pharmacy, and indeed the science of medi- 
cine, in all its branches, has lately been threatened with entire 
extinction by the discovery, on the part of Priessnitz, of GraeflTen- 
berg, of the virtues of cold water, which is recommended as a 
panacea. In addition to the internal administration of vast 
quantities of this beverage, it is applied externally in a great 
variety of ways. Damp sheets were formerly avoided with the 
most scrupulous care. It is now discovered that patients may 
sit in a cold-bath for a considerable time, envelope themselves in 
wet sheets, and retire to a dripping bed, not only with perfect 
safety, but with a very beneficial effect! These ablutions are 
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* Chme^ Principles of HonMsopathy, page 12. 

t Curie's Practice of H(»ncBopathy, page vi. 

X Tale of a Tub. 7th edit, page 115. a. d. 1727 
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directed to be repeated more or less frequently, and are either 
topical or general, according to the circumstances of the case. 
The symptoms of a crisis are severe boils and eruptions in all 
parts of the body, which, although troublesome at the time, are 
said to be indicative of approaching convalescence. This system 
is practised by persons who are not medical men, and who, in 
fact^ have little or no pretensions to medical knowledge, but who 
nevertheless, undertake the treatment of any patients who may 
happen to present themselves.. Large establishments are fitted 
Up in different parts of the country, and the speculation is 
found to be particularly profitable. 

The conductor of one of these mansions was formerly a Che- 
SQiSt and Druggist, who having thrown cold water on his ere* 
ditors a few years ago, evaporated for a time, and reappeared in 
the- capacity of a water-doctor in another part of the country. 
Several other persons have vished Graeffenberg for the purpose 
of acquiring a knowledge of this new system, and following in 
the wake of the inventor who has risen from the station of a 
peasant to that of an oracle. 

In giving an historical account of the theories and systems 
relating directly or indirectly to Pharmacy, it would be foreign 
to the purpose to enter minutely into the merits of each ; but 
it may perhaps be allowable to quote one other passage from 
The Quarterly Review^ as it explains in a few words the com- 
parative value of remedies in general. 

" The union of a broken bone, and the healing of a simple wound, are the 
results of a natural process. The recoyery from many internal complaints 
is the result of a natural process also. Under such circumstances, the best 
evidence of the skiU of the physician or surgeon is, that he merely watches 
what is going on, taking care that nothing may obstruct restoration, and 
avoiding all further interference. But it is Ms duty also to learn what 
unassisted nature can do and what she cannot do, and where her powers are 
Insufficient, to step in to her assistance, and act with promptness and deci- 
sion. It is just at this point that danger arises from faith in. pretended 
remedies. If they hare the virtue of being in themselves innocent, no harm 
can resist from their use where nothiog is wanted or nothing can be done ; 
but it is quite otherwise on those occasions which call for active and 
scientific treatment ; and we have good reason to say that many individuals 
have lost their lives from trusting to their use under these circumstances.'** 

There is another subject) which, although not exactly connected 
with Pharmacy, is as much in place in a Pharmaceutical treatise 
as in any other, inasmuch as it relates to one of the most power- 
ful '*5c^?it;es'* with which we are acquainted — the subject alluded 
to is Mesmerism. This science, art, or mystery, having been 
roughly handled on the continent, has taken refuge in this 
country, and is cultivated by a considerable number of philoso- 

^ I % wm^^mmm ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ i i ■■■■■■ ^mtm »■■>■■■■■ ■■ i i, ^^fc^— »^ ■< ^ *^ i ■ ■ — ^t^amm^^^mmmm^^ti^mmm.^ama^mmmam'^^^m^HMi^^ 

* Brandy and Salt, Homoeopathy, Hydropathy, page 103. 
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phtcM i1iVC!«iigCilor8. W« m^y pftss over the oOaJMrin^ tricks 
wit^ rndsmevized water^ nickel, and 60TWeigii«9 tHedevelopnient of 
phrenological ii^dications by nnesfneric ^ passes/' the power o£ 
reding With the Ibrehead and elbows, and other marvdlous exhi- 
bitions which have ftstonished a eection of the public. The oaly 
part of the SHbj^t which comes wkhia our province^ is the* 
sedative effect of mesmeric manipulations, thrusts, or *' passes,'' 
whld) arie said to have the power of tranquillizing more etifeo- 
tualiy than any preparation of opiuoi, producing an entire iosen^ 
sibility to pam, and thus disarming surgical opeitttioBs of their 
usual torture. 

On a recent occasion, the Medical and Chimr^ical Society 
admitted for discussion at one of their meetings, the dasc of a- 
man whose ]eg had been amputated while he was **\n a Mes«> 
meric trance/'* and Who afterwards declared that he had been 
unconscious of the operation. The subsequent dressing of the 
part aflfected was petformed under similar circumstances, and 
with the same success. This was prima fade a strong case ; 
but some of the mesmerists present) as if afraid of gaining a 
victory, launched out into the phenotfiena of mesmerized water» 
and the faculty of reading with various parts of the head, which 
feats were said to have been performed in the presence of thrbb 
AirCHBiSHOPS. This of course produced laughter, and weakened 
the main argument. 

The anti-mesmerists on the other hand (with two or three 
exceptions) seemed scarcely disposed to give the case fair play, 
expressed regret that it had been admitted for discussiun, re* 
jected the evidence of the patient in reference to his insensibility 
to pain, and treated it as an attempt at imposition. At the 
same time they cited, in illustration oif their remarks, the cases 
of other patients in which sensation was lost or impaired ■■ 
morbid states of the system, forgetting that the evidence of 
this insensibility was derived from the declarations and conduct 
of these patients^ which, in the case of the mesmeric patient, they 
wouM not admit as evidence at all. This mode of treating the 
question tended to impress the audience more favourably towards 
mesmerism than the defence of the mesmerists themselves. 

Within a day or two of this discussion a pamphlet appeared 
in print, containing a full, true, and particular ** Account of a 
case of Successful AMPOTArroN of the Thigh, during the 
MesM^iuc State, without the knowledge of the patient^ read 
to the Royal Meoica land Chi RuaorcALSocrETf or London, 
on Tuesddy, ih'e tid of November^ 1842." 

* A lawyer officiated as Mesmerist on the ocoasi(Hi, while a suigeoQ am- 
putated the limb, atd the paper was the joint production of the two operators. 
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One great obstacle to lihe advanc^nent of science b Ifae j^e- 
jndice which prevaiis in favour of preconceived opinions on one 
side, and new theories on the other, which conflicting influence , 
frequently divides the scientiflc world into opposing parties, and 
checks that dispassionate investigation and discussion, which 
would i»e more in accordance with a candid desire to arrive at . 
the truths 

When a new remedy is introduced to the notice of the pro-* . 
fessioQ, it generally has * a run" in the first kistance. Those 
who are prcme to be sanguine in such matters, probably attribute 
to it more merit than it deserves^ and are too indiscriminate ia- 
its employment. Disappointment in the effect, ensues in so«cie 
cases, and the fame of the medicine subsides. Those who are 
averse to innovation, instead of giving it a trial, note dowii thu 
inataiices in which it has been unsuccessful, and condemn it» 
In this manner many articles in the Materia Medica have at 
various times been almost discarded by the profession, -simply 
becsoise they failed to realize the expectations which had been 
raised, and having fallen into disrepute, their actual merit or 
value has not been correctly estimated. 

The theory of the action of remedies on the s^tem . is not 
sufficiently understood to enable us to predicate what will be the 
effect of a substance hitherto unemployed, and therefore recourse 
must be had to experiment in most cases, in order to determine 
the value of new remedies. In this respect quacks possess an 
advantage over regular practitioners, since, having no character 
to lose, they afe not subject to the same prudential restraint, 
and, Uieireft^e, although they may often do mischief, tlhey occa«> 
sionaiiy make discoveries which are ultimately beneficial to the 
profession . 

Even regular medical men sometimes incur the persecution 
and reproaches of the profession, when they adopt a mare bold 
atid speculative practice than their neighbours, of which the 
case c^ Dt* Greenfield will serve as an illustration. The follow- 
ing are the leading particulars, taken from a work by the doctor 
faimseif) whtcli was written in Latin, and translated by Joha 
Marten^ sui^eon (1706). The dispute arose from the employ*- 
ment of Canlharides, by Dr. Greenfield, as an interital remedy in 
** iscuries, stranguries, ulcers of the bladder," &c, which was 
considered by his brother practitioners to be Mala Praxis. The 
doctor inarms us, that among other researches on the subject, 
he tried the eficct of the medicine an dogs^ in the presence of 
the President and Censors of the College ; awd he states — 

" To one of which dogs I had admmistered Cantharides alone, and to the 
other corrected vrith Camphit, besides I uud^ftook to produce as evidence 
of title wondexful vertuiB and effects of OaoUiarideB, wcftben (of v^iam I ^ve 
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Teiy many), cured with the use of it, as also Fhysitians of our own College, 
who were eye-witnesses of the same, but it was preaching to a dead wall, all 
was to no purpose, they refuse, reject, and disdain, all that could be offered 
in my defence, 

And since no reason could be brought 
With private fraud they make it out, 

For they gave a particular and pleasing attention and credit to the rail'- 
ings and calumnies of three women, sworn clandestinely and pzivately in 
my absence, and denied me the hberty to hear their examination, or to 
make any reply thereto, though often requested; but sent me awa^j^ wholly 
ignorant of what was done. But about fourteen days after, committed me 
to Newgate, the common gaol for Thieyes and Bogues, by vertue of a 
certain warrant under their hands and seals, charging me guilty of Maix 

PBACnCE." 

After his liberation Dr. Greenfield wrote the work from which the 
above extract is taken, which is entitled a Treatise of the safe, 
internal use of Cantharides in the Practice of Phynck. 
The author describes the virtues of the remedy, quotes various 
ancient authorities in its favour, and points out the effect of 
Camphor in moderating the irritant property of Cantharides. 
The translator, in a poem which precedes the Preface, commends 
the doctor in these words : 

^ Justly the conqueror's proud bays he daim'd ; 
The small but dread Canthabides he tam'd; 
Taught the cool Camfhire's weU-mixed sovereign balm 
The fierce Canthabides hot rage to calm.'* 

Although the internal employment of Cantharides, by Dr« 
Greenfield, at that period, exposed him to much obloquy and 
persecution, the remedy is now in frequent use, and the tincture 
is ordered in the Pharmacopoeia and other works on medicine, 
with directions respecting the dose and mode of administration. 

From the facts above stated, relative to the various modes of 
practice which are allowed and sanctioned by law, the great dis- 
crepancy in the notions and practice of medical men, and the dis- 
position of the public to resist any restraint upon individual judgr 
ment in the matter, it is obvious that the line of demarcation be- 
tween the regular and irregular practitioner is by no means clearly 
defined, and consequently that "the protection of the public and 
the profession against the effects of ignorance," by legislative mea- 
sures, is extremely difficult 

Reverting to the subject of the Pharmacopceus, we ought to 
notice that of the Dublin College, which is of less ancient origin 
than those of London and Edinburgh. A Specimen Pharmacopc^ice 
was published in 1794, and another in 1805, which were circulated 
among the Members of the College only, and the first Dublin 
Pharmacopoeia was printed for general circlilation in 1807, 
This work, which had been several years in course of preparation, 
was chiefly compiled by the late Dr. Percival, who was tbeii 



MOD£RN WORKS Off I^HARMACY. 103 

Professor of Chemistry in the University, and who acted under 
the surveillance of a Committee of the College. About six 
years afterwards Dr. Percival commenced a series of experiments 
preparatory to the production of a new edition : in this task he 
was assisted by Mr. Donovan, who is now well known as a Pro- 
fessor in Dublin-, but after the lapse of two years, Dr. Percival 
finding the undertaking onerous at his advanced period of life, 
abandoned it, and was succeeded by Dr. Barker, who had come 
iato office as Professor of Chemistry. A committee was appoint- 
ed to assist Dr. Barker, but the new edition did not appear until 
the year 1826. Shortly afterwards, Dr. Barker published an 
English translation, with notes and commentaries on the several 
processes. This, however, only embraced the Chemical depart- 
ment, and a second part containing the Galenical portion was 
produced by Dr. Montgomery. The Dublin Pharmacopoeia is 
but little if' at all circulated in England, but the processes are 
quoted in Thomson's Dispensatory, which is familiar to most 
Chemists in this country. 

Dr. Christ ison's Dispensatory was published in the year 
1842. In this work the plan of other dispensatories is essen* 
tially deviated from. Instead of its subjects being divided into 
several parts, and each topic treated of under several distinct 
heads, every special topic is exhausted under a single head, 
so that the observations on any one article of the Materia 
Medica, constitute, as it were, a complete treatise. Thus, for 
instance, that portion of the work which, in the Pharmacopoeia 
is classified as •* The Preparationsy** is distributed in different 
parts of the volume, each formula being given under the article 
in the Materia Medica which forms its basis. The several sab- 
stances are arranged alphabetically. 

Gray's Supplement to the Pharmacopoeia has enjoyed consi- 
derable reputation as a book of reference. The first edition 
was published in 1818, the sixth in 1836. It contains a notice of 
almost every substance used in medicine, the preparations of the 
Pharmacopoeias, patent medicines, &c., and although each sub- 
ject is treated of in general terms, and with very little detail, the 
Chemist seldom has occasion to refer to the work without finding 
some allusion to the article on which he desires information. 

Among other works on Pharmacy may be noticed Dr. Paris's 
Pharmacologia, of which the first edition was published in 1812, 
and the ninth is just published. This is a very useful book, 
both to the Medical Practitioner and the Pharmaceutical Chemist ; 
and we need no further proof of its value than the number of 
editions which have been required by the Profession. 

Thomson's Elements of Materia Medica and Therapeutics ; 
Rennie's Supplement to the Pharmacopoeia; Brande's Manual 
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of iPharmsicy, and tbe Dictionary of Materia Med tea, by the same 
a^ulhor ; Dr. Christison's Treatise on Poisons ; Dr. Kane's Ele- 
aients OD Practical Pharmacy ; Dr. Stephenson's Medicai Bo- 
tany; Dr. Lii>dley's Flora Medica; Dr. Alexander Ure'« 
Compendium of Materia Medica, Dr. Lane*s Compendium, and 
J>T. Bellingham*8 Materia Medica, are amon^the most importaot 
works wbich have been produced in Great Britain. 

But the most remarkable work which has appeared in this 
country in the department of Pharmacy is Dr. Pereira's Materia 
Medica. It comprises 1,900 closely printed pages, and cofitufM 
a scientific and explicit description of every article in the Materia 
Medica, with 365 woodcuts, and innumerable ref^ences to other 
works, both British and Foreign. The chemical constitulioA of 
substances, the botanical characters of plants, the therapeutic 
action of remedies, the history of every variety of drug, ami 
the various opinions and theories on each subject, are detailed 
in a manner which indicates complete practical knowledge, as 
well as the most laborious scientific research. 

It is worthy of remark, that until lately we have had no peFiod- 
ical devoted to the subject of Pharmacy. The first work of this 
description was The Chemist, which was commenced in 1889. 
The Pharmaceutical Journal originated at the time of the 
establishment of the Pharmaceutical Society in 1841 ; since 
which period the Annals of Ckymistry and Practical Fharmmc^ 
and the Chemical Gazette have appeared. 

From the circumstance of four journals of a Pharmaceutiesd 
character having sprung up and met with encouragement within 
so short a space of time, we may infer that the desire for inform* 
ation is extending itself in the profession, and we may hope that 
this periodical diffusion of kqowledge will be attended with a 
beneficial result. 

It is quite clear that the advantage of improved education aii4 
scientific intercourse among Pharmaceutical Cbemist»cai»not be 
too highly appreciated, and in order to underfitand the maimer 
in which an attention to measures of this description adeems tbe 
general interests of our body, it is only necessary to observe Ihe 
change in our position and prospects which appears to have been 
effected since the establishment of the Pharmaceutical Society. 
At the time that Mr* Hawes undertook to set the profession 
in order, he was supported and urged forward by the advocates 
of a system, liberal on the one hand and restriettve on the 
other. According to the plan laid down, a new order of nsed1c«l 
men was to be raised up on tbe basis of the general practitioner, 
and although Mr. Hawes did not contemplate the anmhilatiott 
of the existing medical institutions, his measures were calculated 
indi<rectly to undermine their influence) and reduce their power, 



tBS ntOOKBSS OF FHAttMACY, 105 

by creating another channel open to all, by which professioaal 
rank and honour might be attained. While the profession 
was to be thus thrown open, and purged from what are termed 
its ** corruptions," it was also to be protected, by means of 
stringent prohibitions against unqualified practitioners, enforced 
by heavy penalties. 

These latter measures were chiefly levelled against the Drug* 
gists ; and were designed, among other objects, to settle the 
knotty question respecting '* counter practice,'' which has been a 
aubject of dispute from the time of the Apothecaries of the 
sixteenth century to the present day. It was not supposed that 
the Druggists could make any effectual resistance on the occa- 
sion, as it was considered proverbial that they were a disunited 
body — that they had no representative government, or means of 
concentrating their influence. On the other hand, Mr. Hawes 
and his party, were backed by a large and influential association, 
the ramifications of which extended throughout the empire, and 
which had the means of creating a sensation by directing the 
power of the members into one channel, when a simultaneous 
effort was found desirable. A notion prevailed to a considerable 
extent in the profession, that the interests of the two parties 
were at variance, that in order to elevate and protect the Medical 
Practitioner, it was necessary to subdue and restrain the Drug- 
gist. This prejudice had been handed down during nearly two 
centuries, and the jealousy which existed on both sides, had 
been a bar to any mutual accommodation or dispassionate argu* 
ment between the two parties. The medical journals, and even 
the daily papers, were constantly advocating some effectual 
kgislative measures, and quoting cases illustrative of the igno-* 
vanee and misdeeds of the Druggists. Although these arguments 
were frequently one-sided, and the cases highly coloured, they 
were seldom answered, except, perchance, in an occasional 
anonymous letter, the pungency of* which was taken out during 
its passage through the press. 

Pharmacy stood in a precarious position. Its real represen- 
tatives — ^those on whom had devolved the chief responsibility of 
preparing and compounding medicines, were calumniated on 
every hand, and threatened with extraneous control, and a 
variety of restrictions. Even their right to dispense prescriptions 
was called in question *, and they held their other privileges on 
an uncertain tenure. Yet they possessed no means of defence 
or representation, and although they were all sensible of the 
disadvantages of their anomalous position, none felt called upon 
to act for the general welfare. 

* Lancet 
II 



in this state of iifiaira^ the bill of Mr« Hawes came before 
PflH^ament, and the Druggialft auddealy roused tbeioseives fwm 
their state of apathy, and arraQged a plan of defeace. Tite 
efleot of this Ttgorous tBoyemeDt has already been described ; 
but when they had warded off the immediate cause of akuno, 
the Druggists did not fan the flame of opposition, by keeping 
up an acrimonious controversy and raising a political factioo. 
lliey endeavoured to trace the evil to its source, and havioif 
disoovered that their weakness proceeded chiefly from the want 
of regular education, as well as the absence of unity amoag. 
themselves, they, turned their attention to the intellectual im- 
provement and organization of the members of their bodyr- 

In proportion as these measures advanced, the opposition 
subsided ; a more harmonious feeling sprung up, not only among 
the Druggists themselves, but between the Druggists and the 
Medical Profession. We have now almost completed our 
arrangements for the education of our Members, the Examiaa^ 
tions have commenced, a form of representative government is 
in operation, and our right to regulate the concerns of our owa 
body is undisputed. 

This change of circumstances naturally leads us to conclude, 
that the professional and scientiflc improvement of the Phas* 
maceutical Chemist is not incompatible with the interest or 
friendly relation of the Medical Practitioner ; in fact, we have 
reason to hope that a continuance of the line of conduct which 
has hitherto been attended with success, will pronwte an increase, 
of harmony among all parties, and thus prevent a recunrenoe 
of those mercenary and political controversies which disgisaoed 
the Profession during the last century. 

When the Council of the Phailmacxutical Society had. 
brought their arrangements to a state approaching to compJetion,. 
and felt prepared to prove, by what had been already don% thai 
much public benefit might be expected from the plan which the 
Society had laid down, they drew up a petition to Her Majesty^ 
which was presented on the 6th of November, 1842, praying 
for a Royal Charter of Incorporation. Sir James Graham under^ 
took to give the subject his mature attention, and intimated that 
he should consult some of the leading Members of the Profee- 
sion, and take other means for forming his opinion as to the 
/m^/zc utility of the PHARMACEirriCAL Sogibtt, before he could 
give a definite answer. 

On the 1st of December, the Secretary of the Society received 
an official communication from the Home Office, requiring his 
attendance, and was informed that the Petition having been fa- 
vourably received, the draught of the proposed Charter might be 
prepared in due form for the consideration of the Secretary of 
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State; No time was lost in tMng thm step, and the Charter 
wa» approved by Sir James Grahvm, and also by the Attorney 
aend Solicitor Getierals, with a trtfling and uniafwrtaot alteratien* 
It appeared, however, that a '* caveat" had been lodged by 
some party who su&pected that the Society would apply ior a 
Charter, and who was desirous of opposing it.* But the twelve 
months during which period such caveat remains valid, had juat 
expired, and, as it had not been renewed, it fell to the ground ; 
and, on the 18th of February, 1843, the Pha&macbvtical 
Society of Great Britain became a coapoRATE boot. 

This ' event is important— <-being the first public recognttion 
of the Chemists and Druggists as the representatives of Phar« 
maey. It cannot henceforth be said that the Chemi^s and 
Druggists have no political existence; and, consequent^, 
in the event of any legislative enactments being proposed, in 
which their interests are concerned, they may now claim, not 
only to be heard, but to be consulted. By virtue of their 
Charter, they possess the power of regulating the education and 
admission of members, and thus providing the pubHc with qualin 
fied practitioners in Pharmacy, while they estabtish- an ostensible 
distinction between the members of their body and unqualified 
persons. In case of any grievance affecting the indivadaal 
members in any district, or in any part of the country, andren*', 
dertng an appeal to the legislature desirable, there is an efTecttve 
and official channel through whieh such appeal can be made; 
said it may be supposed that the Council of an incorporated^ 
Society, representing so large a body as the Chemists and 
Druggists of the United Kingdom, would possess the advanrtage 
of an amount of influence which might, on a great variety of 
occasions, be beneficially exerted. We have seen, by the speci- 
mens akeady quoted, what would, in all probability, be the 
nature of a medical bill brought into Parliament by parties who 
httveno community of interests or circumstances with Chemists 
and Druggists, and who have, on former occasions, endeavoured 
to introduce measures of a stringent and oppressive character. 
We have seen that about twelve months ago, measures' were 
taken to restrain the progress of that body, and to impede <the 
acquirement of that political influence which a charter would 
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* It is not improbable that this was the result of the following suggestion 
contained in the leading article of the Lancet, of December 4th, 1841, p. 338. 

•* The Privy Council should be admonished of the application which may- 
be made for a Charter by the Chemists and Druggists ; and, finally, they 
(tiie Apothecaries) should pray to be heard, by Coonsd, before saoh a 
Charter receives the sign-manual of the Queen." 

It happened, however, that the Council of the Pharmaceutical Socxett 
were aware that the proper time for applying for a Charter had not then 
arrived. 
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afford. And we need no stronger proof of the propriety and 
policy of the course which the Chemists atid Druggists have 
lately adopted than the fact, that although it must have been 
clear to every one that, in the natural course of events, appli- 
cation would be made for a Royal Charter, and although any 
individual might, at a trifling expense, have lodged a fresh 
caveat, and thus, to a ceitain extent, thrown an obstacle in the 
way of its being granted, yet the proceedings of the Pharma- 
CEtrtiCAL Society having been confined to the improvement 
and regulation of the Chemists and Druggists, and divested of 
any political or party spirit, there was not in the whole mediclal 
profession, one man, within the last twelve months, whose con- 
science would allow him to oppose a measure the tendency of 
which was so obviously beneficial to the public, and creditable 
to the profession. 

In conclusion, it may be as well to recapitulate the moral 
which may be drawn from our past history, namely, that 
political controversies and mercenary disputes are injurious to 
the interest and character of all parties — that the most effec- 
tual method which any class of men can adopt for securing 
their political rights, and advancing their professional standing ^ 
consists not in disputation and warm argument, but in a steady 
and persevering attention to intellectual improvement^ and the 
establishment of such regulations as are calculated to ensure 
collective privileges by increasing the amount of individual 
m>ertt» 

The Members of the Pharbi aceutical Society are following 
in the footsteps of the original Apothecaries. We have the 
opportunity of profiting by the experience of our predecessors, 
taking advantage of their example where the result has shown 
its wisdom, and avoiding any errors into which they may have 
fallen. Those who are sincere in the desire for the advancement 
of our own legitimate profession, which is pure Pharmacy, will 
perceive the importance of confining our attention as miich as 
possible to that pursuit, by which course we shall not only be 
more likely to attain the object in view, but shall also conciliate 
the other branches of the profession, and establish an amicable 
and harmonious relation among all parties. 
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